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Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) (Certification and Licensing) Regulation
Cap. 548D, section 6
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According to Section 6 of the Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) (Certification and Licensing)
Regulation (Cap.548D), a Class IV vessel shall only be used by the owner or the person to
whom the vessel is let exclusively for pleasure purposes. Besides, a Class IV vessel must not
be let for hire or reward unless there is an endorsement on the vessel’s Operating Licence
showing that approval for the vessel to be let for hire or reward has been given by the
Director of Marine. If the aforesaid regulation is contravened, the owner of the vessel, his
agent and the coxswain each commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine for
$10,000.
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Notes for a Class IV vessel is let for hire or reward:
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Where a Class IV vessel is let for hire or reward, the owner, his agent and the coxswain shall
ensure that:
(a) ZIZEEMREZMENEEARE;
The agreement is signed by the vessel owner and the person to whom the vessel is let;
(b) ZmEEHB (BM(EMME)FBIHEREREE)RA) (5 548D ) £ 6 R(FE(1)-
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The agreement contains the full text of Section 6 (except subsections (1), (2) and (4)) of
the Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) (Certification and Licensing) Regulation
(Cap.548D);
(c) ZmEHBLS  BRERAZMERMEAEAFRELRE, &
The agreement contains a warning clearly stating that the person to whom the vessel is
let shall ensure the vessel is used exclusively for pleasure purposes; and
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The agreement shall be kept on board for inspection by an authorized officer.
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For legislation details, please refer to relevant Hong Kong
Shipping Ordinances and their subsidiary legislation.
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Restrictions on Class

vessels
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For enquiries or reports, please call Harbour Patrol Section, Marine Department:
BEEE Tel: 2385 2791 (24 /[\i¥/ 24 Hours)
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Members of the public may scan the QR code on the right for accessing
the Marine Department’s website to verify if a local pleasure vessel is
allowed by the MD to be let for hire or carry passengers for reward.
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Types of Class IV vessels and its usage restrictions
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Example of used for pleasure purposes (exclusively) /non-pleasure purposes:
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Class IV vessels include:

Cruiser
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A Class IV vessel shall be used exclusively for pleasure purposes.

Cruiser

ok
€15

N o

MRESRRMmER -

PRIt

Open Cruiser
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Open Cruiser
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relevant maritime legislation.
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If the pleasure vessel is only used to carry passengers for
charging point-to-point transportation services without any
pleasure purposes, the vessel may have contravened the
Members of the public should
pay attention to the purpose of pleasure vessels, take into
account their own safety, and refrain from patronizing pleasure
Qessels that are not for pleasure purposes.
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Exclusively for pleasure purposes
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Used for recreation by the family
members, relatives, friends, employees
of the vessel’s owner, coxswain, or the
person who hired the vessel;
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Used for water sports or related
activities, such as water skiing, towing
water sport, snorkeling, etc.

REETRRI R RS R

Used for leisure and recreational fishing
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Used for a sightseeing tour in the sea. For
example: The coxswain would give tour
guide briefings to the passengers about
the places of interest and landmarks along
the tour. In most of the situations, the
pleasure vessel will return to the same
pier to drop off the customer after the
tour. Sometimes, the route of the sea
tour is planned with several “drop-off
points” where passengers are allowed to
leave / join the tour at different locations.
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for non-pleasure purposes
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Used for providing point-to-point services
for conveyance of passengers without
undertaking any pleasure activities.

For example:
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Someone sells boat tickets at tourism
hotspots for providing pure point-to-
point transportation services for
conveyance of passengers;
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Someone offers online appointment
via internet and provides chartered
boat services for pure point-to-point
conveyance of passengers.
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Used for dwelling purposes.
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Used for floating restaurant.
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Used for work boats, for example,
involved in any marine works or other
marine-related jobs/tasks.




