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Marine Safety (Alcohol and Drugs) Ordinance

To enhance marine safety and protect the safety of persons
on board vessels, the Marine Safety (Alcohol and Drugs)
Ordinance (Cap. 649) came into effect on 1 January 2025.

Scope of Application

+  Allvessels underway in the waters of Hong Kong, including
non-mechanised vessels such as dragon boats, kayaks,
stand up paddles and sailing dinghies. (Note )

- All persons involved in operating a vessel or performing
designated duties on board a vessel that is underway. (Note2)

Note 1: Swimmers using buoyancy devices such as swimming rings and floating beds
in a normal manner are not considered as operating vessels.

ote 2: Designated duties refer to: Duties on board a vessel relating to the safety or
security of the vessel, or the protection of the marine environment.

Drink and Drug Boating Offences

Any person involved in operating a vessel or performing

designated duties on board a vessel that is underway commits

an offence in the following circumstances:

< Under the influence of alcohol or drugs to such an
extent as to be incapable of having proper control
of the vessel or performing designated duties properly;

«  While the proportion of alcohol in the person’s
breath, urine or blood exceeds the prescribed limit;

+  While any concentration of a specified illicit drug is
present in the person’s urine or blood (Note 3); or

«  Fails to undergo tests or provide specimen for analysis
without reasonable excuse.

Note 3: Specified illicit drugs mean: Heroin, Cocaine, Ketamine ( "K" ),
Methamphetamine ( “Ice” ), Cannabis ( "Grass” ), and MDMA ( "ecstasy” ).

Upon conviction of drink and drug boating, offenders
are liable to one or more of the following penalties:

+ A maximum fine of $25,000

+ A maximum imprisonment for 3 years

« A maximum penalty of disqualification
of relevant qualifications for life

For details, please refer to the Marine
Safety (Alcohol and Drugs) Ordinance
and its subsidiary legislation.

Members of the public shall not operate any mechanised
or non-mechanised vessels (including dragon boats,
kayaks, stand up paddles, and sailing dinghies) while
under the influence of alcohol or drugs in order to avoid
accidents caused by impaired judgment and alertness,
which may endanger their own safety and the safety of
other people at sea.

Alcohol test

Step 1:

Reguire the person concerned to
ndergo a screening breath test

- ftheconcemed personflls thetes

Step2:

Require the person concerned to provide
a specimen of breath, urine or blood for
alcohol analysis or laboratory test

Step1:

Re 3U|re the person concerned to
ergo one or more preliminary
drug tests:

- Rapid oral fluid test
- Urine screening test
Marine field sobriety test (MFST)

]v itheconcemed person s thetes

Step 2:

Require the concerned person to provide
specimen of urine and/or blood for laboratory
test

Examples of non-mechanised vessels:






