





Introduction

Ship repairing carried out in shipyards and floating docks is relatively a high
risk job. In every shipyard there are potential hazards like in most other industries,
but the situation in shipyards and floating docks is worsened as the working environ-
ment is usually cramped and congested, and repair works are often carried out at
heights, and on board vessels of different structures and sizes. The working condition
on board the ships under repair moored alongside the shipyard or drydocked in the
floating docks would become more dangerous when the vessel or dock rolls due to
the swell and waves of the adjoining seas.

The following is an accident which happened on board a floating dock where a
painter while engaged in chipping scales around the rails of a travelling crane. He
was dragged and crushed to death by this moving crane. It is expected from the les-
sons learnt from the accident, the ship repair workers should be aware of dangers of
moving crane and should keep away from the restricted railing areas.
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