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Introduction

The purpose of this pamphlet is to draw the attention of the derrick
operators, dumb steel lighter owners, maintenance technicians, designers and
marine surveyors to the incident that was a true case involving the pulling
apart of steel plate fixture welded to base metal at mast top holding the mast
head swivel of a derrick.

The cause of incident was resulted from serious corrosion on the mast
head steel plates around the welding seams. Subsequently, the corroded steel
plate for the mast head span was being torn off while the derrick was lifting a
heavy container.

This incident highlights the need for improvement in the design,
construction, maintenance and examination of cargo gears. Special attention
should be drawn to the attachment and welding of steel plates under tension
to avoid reoccurrence of similar incident.
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