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Introduction

Hong Kong is renowned for its modern container terminals, the annual
throughput of container handling ranked first in the world, reaching a pross
total of 11 million TEU. One third of this number was attributed to mid-strearn
operation. It can be seen that stevedores are burdening substantial risks
brought about by this heavy work load at sea.

Concurrent with the growth in throughput in peak season, traditionally

summer time, accident rate also rose. Statistically, there had been a 10%

increase each year in the past three years. These figures indicated that step up
safety measures is needed to safe guard lives and limbs and to avoid econommic
loss.

We would like to share a precious experience with you of the tragic

account of a young signalman being crushed to death in the course of loading
containers on board a container vessel at water off Lamma Island.
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