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Introduction

The purpose of this safety pamphlet is to remind supervisors, safety officers
and workers of the risks involved in handling and using compressed oxygen gas
by drawing their attention to the following fatal accident.

The accident happened on board a crane dredger barge which was to be
used in a marine construction contract. In the accident, six workers were
seriously burnt in an explosion on board the barge. Five of the injured workers
died later in hospital. The accident took place because the workers wrongly use
compressed oxygen gas to start a diesel engine. This accident has revealed that
most untrained workers are not conversant with the risks involved in using
compressed oxygen gas.
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