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Introduction

The purpose of this safety pamphlet is to remind supervisors, safety officers
and workers to take necessary precautions when carrying out water jetting
operation with the high pressure water nozzle on board a vessel by drawing
their attention to the following serious industrial accident.

The accident happened on board a cargo ship under repair. Three hull
maintenance workers were carrying out water jetting operation in a double
bottom water ballast tank to remove rust. They used a hand-held water nozzle
of water pressure up to 1500 p.s.i. When one of the workers left his team and
went to the adjacent access compartment, there he was shot by the high
pressure water jet in the face and sustained eye injury.
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