MARINE DEPARTMENT NOTICE NO. 149/2025
(Statutory Requirements)

Implementation of the Merchant Shipping (Prevention of Air Pollution)
(Amendment) Regulation 2025

This Notice informs the local shipping industry that the Merchant
Shipping (Prevention of Air Pollution) (Amendment) Regulation 2025
(the “Amendment Regulation”) will come into operation on 1 August 2025.
The Amendment Regulation implements the amendments to Annex VI to the
International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973
(“MARPOL Annex VI”) as stipulated in resolution MEPC.385(81) adopted by
the International Maritime Organization. Details of the Amendment Regulation
can be found in the following link:

https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/2025/I1n105!en

2. The Amendment Regulation requires that a local supplier delivering
low-flashpoint fuel or gas fuel to a vessel of 400 gross tonnage or above shall
provide the vessel with a bunker delivery note containing specified information
of such fuel. The owner and coxswain of the vessel shall keep the bunker
delivery note on board for 6 months after the fuel is delivered. The relevant
requirements for representative sample of fuel oil do not apply to low-flashpoint
fuel and gas fuel.

3. The Amendment Regulation also provides that a replacement of a
steam system by a regulated diesel engine is regarded as replacement of a non-

identical regulated diesel engine by a regulated diesel engine.

4, The aforementioned new amendments apply to new and existing local
vessels.
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S. Shipowners, operators and coxswains of local vessels are required to
observe and comply with the requirements of the Amendment Regulation. For
enquiries, please contact the Senior Surveyor of Ships / Environmental Policy at
telephone number 2852 3905 or by e-mail to “hkmpd@mardep.gov.hk”.
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