
 

Fatal accident on the Hong Kong registered container ship “MCC 
Chittagong” at the south of Chittagong port, Bangladesh on 16 
December 2016 

1. The incident 

1.1 On 16 December 2016 at about 1315 hours local time, a fatal accident 
happened on board the Hong Kong registered container ship MCC 
Chittagong (the vessel) at sea after her departure from the port of 
Chittagong, Bangladesh. 

1.2 Engine room crew carried out cleaning of a high sea chest 
strainer after the vessel departed the port of Chittagong in the 
morning on 16 December 2016.  At about 1307 hours, the 
strainer cover was lifted by a chain block with a sling and then 
shifted aside by a second chain block. While dangled loosely 
from the second chain block, the cover was rested on the engine 
room lower deck platform at a distance of about 2 meters away 
from the strainer. 

1.3 At about 1315 hours when a fitter was trying to loosen the filter in the 
strainer with a crow bar, the wire forming an “eye” at one end of the 
sling slid out of the bulldog grip causing the cover toppled over and 
fell towards the strainer.  The cover hit the fitter and crushed his head 
onto the strainer.  After the accident, the vessel returned to 
Chittagong port and the fitter was sent to a local hospital.  He was 
declared dead on arrival. 

1.4 The investigation reveals the following contributory factors 
leading to the accident: 

a) The engine room crew failed to carry out full assessment of the 
risks involved and the control measures required to lift a weighty 
strainer cover by making reference to the “Code of Safe Working 
Practices for Merchant Seafarers 2015” (the Code); and 

b) the sling assembly including the fitted bulldog grips did not 
conform to the recommendations detailed in the Code, as follows: 

(i) the sling assembly used only one bulldog grip at “eye” end 



 

instead of a minimum of three;  

(ii) the bulldog grip was tied in a wrong direction; and  

(iii) the wire used for forming the sling was plastic coated and 
was not suitable for lifting operation. 

2. Lessons learnt 

2.1 Ship crew are to ensure strict compliance with the company’s 
procedures and guidelines and the “Code of Safe Working 
Practices for Merchant Seafarers” on maintaining lifting gears 
and performing lifting, in particular the application of bulldog 
grips. 
 

2.2 Senior officers should carry out full assessment of the risks involved 
and the control measures required in lifting heavy objects. 
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