
Fatal industrial accident on board the locally licensed dumb lighter 
“WAI LUNG” during the lifting operation of the scissor platforms in 
the Tuen Mun Public Cargo Working Area on 22 May 2016 

 

1. The Incident 

1.1 At around 1330 hours on 22 May 2016, a fatal marine industrial accident 
took place on board a locally licensed dumb lighter “WAI LUNG” 
(hereafter as Wai Lung). 

1.2 Wai Lung was moored at Berth No. 14 of Tuen Mun Public Cargo 
Working Area, when a transshipment from Macau totalling eight scissor 
platforms on board was awaiting delivery ashore by a goods vehicle. 

1.3 When the goods vehicle was on board the deck of Wai Lung, crew 
members put every two scissor platforms in one batch side by side in 
order to lift them onto the goods vehicle.   They secured four chain hooks 
on the anchoring points located at the four corners of the exterior bottom 
of two scissor platforms. And then, the crane operator operated the crane 
on board the dumb lighter to lift and place the two scissor platforms 
together onto the goods vehicle. 

1.4 During the third lifting operation, one of the two scissor platforms 
accidentally overturned when they were being placed on the hopper of the 
goods vehicle, causing severe injury to a transport worker who assisted in 
placing the cargoes on the hopper. 

1.5 The casualty was rescued immediately and sent to Tuen Mun Hospital for 
emergency treatment by an ambulance receiving a timely report.   
Unfortunately he was certified dead on the same day. 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Lessons Learnt 

2.1 Appropriate specialized lifting gears should be used to lift particular 
cargoes.  Thorough consideration should be given to factors such as 
feasibility and safety when selecting other non-specialized lifting gears.  

2.2 The length of slings should not be altered at will by tying knots.  When 
chain hooks are used to lift more than one item of cargoes simultaneously, 
it must be ensured that every item of the cargoes is stably lifted, and no tip 
over will be caused by imbalance. 

 

 


