
Report of Investigation into the Fatal Electrocution Accident on Board 

Locally Licensed Wooden Fishing Vessel CM63973A at Aberdeen West 

Typhoon Shelter on 10 March 2016     
1. The Incident 

1.1 Around 1140 hours on 10 March 2016, a fatal marine accident happened 

at the Aberdeen West Typhoon Shelter. 

1.2 Around 1030 hours on the morning of the day in question, having 

unloaded their catches at Aberdeen Wholesale Fish Market, two fishing 

vessels, namely CM63973A and CM64649A, of the same owner sailed to 

the Aberdeen West Typhoon Shelter wherein they berthed alongside each 

other near the Aberdeen Fisheries and Marine Offices.  

1.3 After the berthing, a People’s Republic of China (“PRC”)-origin deckhand 

who stayed on board CM63973A turned on a generator to prepare lunch 

for a total of five deckhands staying on board the two fishing vessels.  

Around 1140 hours, he called on other deckhands for lunch, when one of 

the PRC deckhands on CM64649A (which had four deckhands staying on 

board) was found missing.  They looked for the missing one on the two 

vessels. 

1.4 Finally, the missing PRC deckhand was found lying face down 

unconsciously on CM63973A, on the floor of the engine room beside the 

entrance staircase.  He was rushed to the Queen Mary Hospital but was 

certified dead upon arrival.  It was later confirmed that the cause of his 

death was electrocution. 

1.5 On the day in question, it was raining most of the time, with north-

westerly wind of force 2 to 3. 

1.6 Investigation into the accident revealed that the main contributory factor 

was incorrect wiring of the plug of the bilge pump of fishing vessel 

CM63973A.  The earth wire leading from the casing of the bilge pump 



was connected to the live terminal of the plug.  When the plug was 

connected to the power supply, the casing of the bilge pump was 

electrically charged.  As a result, the bilge in contact with the casing and 

the nearby conductive parts in contact with the bilge were electrically 

charged, giving rise to the risk of electrocution.  The deckhand involved in 

the accident might not have noticed the state of the earth lamp(s) or he 

simply did not know what the lamps were for.  His failure to note the 

earthing situation has led to the fatal electrocution accident. 

 

2. Lessons Learnt 

2.1 In the light of the accident, arrangements should be made for competent 

persons to inspect and repair the portable electrical appliances and power 

supply system on fishing vessels, and to provide a report on the inspection 

and repairs made. 

2.2 Basic maintenance of and checks on the portable electrical appliances and 

power supply system on fishing vessels should be carried out to ensure 

that they are in good working condition. 

 


