
Marine Department to train maritime 

talents, including courses currently 

organised by the WMU in Sweden and 

Mainland China. The possibilities of 

arranging tailor-made programmes to 

meet specific training needs were also 

explored. 

 

P r o f e s s o r  M a ' s  v i s i t  t o  t h e 

Mar ine  Depa r tment  p rov ided  a 

golden opportunity to enhance the 

department's understanding of the 

latest developments in maritime training 

around the world and in the regions 

around Hong Kong. The meeting 

certainly raised awareness of the options 

and provoked thought for the Marine 

Department in how to formulate its 

manpower and training plans for the 

future. It also laid a solid foundation 

for co-operation with the WMU so as 

to address the manpower issue in the 

department. 

Training for maritime professionals
The Vice President of the World 

Maritime University (WMU), Professor 

Shuo Ma, visited the Marine Department 

on September 11. He and the Director of 

Marine, Mr Francis Liu had a discussion 

on training for maritime professionals.

Professor Ma is also associated with 

programmes jointly organised by Dalian 

Maritime University, Shanghai Maritime 

University and WMU. At meeting, he 

introduced various options for the 
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The Vice President of the World Maritime University, Professor Shuo Ma (2nd from the right), discusses training for maritime professionals with the Director of Marine,  
Mr Francis Liu (centre).

rescue (SAR) services. IMRF is also a 

consultative body of the International 

Maritime Organization.

In this regional meeting, the IMRF 

exchanged knowledge and experience 

and  conducted  workshops  w i th 

participants on mass rescue capacity and 

coordination, regional development, 

rescue boat guidelines, as well as water 

safety education and awareness.

IMRF’s Asia Pacific Regional Meeting
The International Maritime Rescue 

Federation (IMRF) had its first Asia Pacific 

Regional meeting from September 5 to 

6 in Hong Kong. IMRF is an international 

non-government organisation, whose 

objective is to promote search and 



MRCC co-ordinates rescue of cargo ship crew
The Deputy Minister of the Ministry 

of  Transport ,  Mr He J ian-zhong, 

appointed the Director of Guangdong 

Maritime Safety Administration, Mr 

Liang Jian-wei to come to Hong Kong 

on August 28 to express gratitude to 

rescuers who had bravely saved the crew 

of a Hong Kong registered ship which 

was in distress during typhoon “Utor”.

On August 14, the distressed vessel, 

“Trans Summer”, was listing to port and 

taking in water in the vicinity of the Pearl 

River Estuary.  Within a short period of 

time, it sank very quickly off Wanshan 

Qundao. With the joint operation 

between the Hong Kong Maritime 

Rescue Co-ordination Centre (MRCC) 

and related rescue units in Guangdong, 

all 21 crew in distress were brought to 

safety. Among them, 19 were rescued 

by the Hong Kong Government Flying 

Service (GFS), and two were picked up 

by the Mainland rescue boat “Nan Hai 

Jiu 116”. 

Senior Marine Officer (Search & 

Rescue) of the Marine Department, Mr 

Chan Kwok-wai, briefed Mr Liang on 

the overall rescue operation coordinated 

by Hong Kong MRCC; while Captain 

Kwan Kit-wah of GFS described the 

operations of fixed-wing aircraft and 

helicopters at the scene.

Mr Liang expressed his appreciation 

to the Hong Kong MRCC and the 

GFS. A plaque was presented to GFS 

Controller Captain Michael Chan 

in recognit ion of their ski l ls and 

dedicated spirit. The three parties 

also exchanged views in regard to 

strengthening future search and 

rescue co-operation, following up 

on the issue of refueling GFS rescue 

aircraft in airports of Guangdong 

province, and jointly organising search 

and rescue seminars.
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Guided by the Controller of the Government Flying Service (GFS), Captain Michael Chan (centre), the Director  
of the Guangdong Maritime Safety Administration, Mr Liang Jian-wei (left), and the Director of Marine,  
Mr Francis Liu (right), visit the GFS headquarters . 

The International Maritime Rescue Federation holds its first Asia Pacific Regional meeting in Hong Kong. 

Representatives from many groups 

attended the meeting, including the 

Civil Aviation Department, Marine 

Department, Fire Services Department, 

Government Flying Service, Hong Kong 

Life Saving Society, Fire Protection 

Association, China Rescue and Salvage 

(CRS)  Bureau of  the Min is t ry  of 

Transport, Korea Coast Guard, MRCC of 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 

Consulate of Bangladesh, Consulate 

of Myanmar, Consulate of Thailand, 

Consulate of V ietnam and other 

shipping companies.
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he had to be transferred by Government 

Flying Service helicopter to hospital for 

treatment. 

In view of the fierce fire, the captain 

ordered his crew to abandon ship. Crew 

members lowered lifeboats to the water. 

One hundred crew members were 

evacuated from the ship by a fireboat 

and two Marine Police launches, and 

they were taken to Chai Wan Public 

Cargo Working Area. The medical teams 

on board the fireboat and the two 

launches preliminarily examined the crew 

members, and when they arrived at the 

Public Cargo Working Area, ambulances 

and medical officers were waiting on  

the spot. 

Sen io r  Mar ine  Off i ce r  o f  the 

Marine Department Mr Chan Kwok-

wai, who co-ordinated the exercise, 

said the exercise not only provided an 

opportunity for crew members to work 

with various government departments 

in a mock emergency scenario, but also 

testified to the contingency plans and 

response efficacy of participating units.

“Star Pisces“ has a gross tonnage 

of 40,053, and it can carry 1,009 

passengers and nearly 1,000 crew 

members. 

The Hong Kong Maritime Rescue  

Co-ordination Centre (MRCC) of the 

Marine Department organises search 

and rescue exercises every year. It also 

organises joint exercises with search and 

rescue centres in neighbouring regions. 

In August this year, the Hong Kong 

MRCC held a table-top exercise with 

the Hainan Maritime Search and Rescue 

Centre. A joint exercise was held with 

Zhuhai and Macau last year. 

Maritime Search and Rescue Exercise conducted
The Marine Department and several 

government departments conducted 

a Maritime Search and Rescue Exercise 

with the cruise ship “Star Pisces“ in 

waters off Tseung Kwan O on October 9.

 The exerc ise s imulated a f i re 

breaking out in the engine room while 

the ship was at anchor, leading to 

abandoning ship. After the fire alarm on 

board went off, fireboats and Marine 

Police launches arrived quickly. Fire 

officers went on board to extinguish the 

fire, and police officers co-ordinated at 

the scene. A crew member was found 

severely burnt in the engine room, and 

The Marine Department and several government departments conduct a Maritime Search and Rescue Exercise with the cruise ship "Star Pisces" in waters off  
Tseung Kwan O. Photo shows a fireboat arriving quickly after the cruise liner’s fire alarm went off. 

A Government Flying Service helicopter transfers a severely burnt crew member to hospital for treatment.



Medical officers provide first-aid 
treatment to crew members at Chai 
Wan Public Cargo Working Area.
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Rescue officers assist crew members evacuating from the ship.
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A pollution control vessel simulates the spraying of oil dispersant onto the sea.

Oilex 2013 tests oil spill responses 

An annual oil spill response joint 

exercise, this year code-named Oilex 

2013, was held on October 17 morning 

off Ha Mei Wan, Lamma Island, to test 

responses in combating oil pollution in 

Hong Kong waters. 

Under  the  Mar i t ime  O i l  Sp i l l 

Response Plan, the Marine Department 

co-ordinated the exercise and other 

government departments including the 

Civil Aid Service, the Auxiliary Medical 

Service, the Food and Environmental 

Hygiene Department, the Government 

Flying Service (GFS) and the Hong Kong 

Police Force participated. Several oil 

companies and Hong Kong Response 

Limited also took part in the exercise. 

During the exercise, response groups 

contained and cleaned up a mock oil 

spill situation involving a container ship 

anchored near Ha Mei Wan and leaking 

fuel oil from its fuel oil tank after a 

collision. Such a spill would pose threats 

to the nearby environment and facilities, 

including the cooling water intakes of 

the power station, bathing beaches 

and the nesting site of green turtles on 

the south of the island at Sham Wan. 

Response parties also conducted a 

shoreline clean-up drill at Tai Wan To on 

Lamma Island. 

In the wake of the simulated spill, 

oil combat teams used floating barrier 

booms to isolate the damaged hull of 

the container ship while salvage teams 

transferred the fuel and patched up 

the leakage. A second defence line of 

barrier booms was also set up close to 

the shoreline of Ha Mei Wan to prevent 

the spill from drifting. The exercise 

demonstrated the spraying of oil 

dispersant from pollution control vessels 

and a GFS helicopter onto the sea, as 

well as the use of oil skimmers and 

equipment. 

In addition, a joint departmental 

Maritime Hazardous and Noxious 

Substances (HNS) spill response exercise 

was also held simultaneously with the 

oil spill response joint exercise. The joint 

departmental Maritime HNS exercise 

was co-organised by the Marine 

Department and the Environmental 

Protection Department to test the 

effectiveness of the Maritime HNS 

Spill Response Plan. The Fire Services 

Department also participated.

Oil combat teams use floating barrier booms to prevent the simulated spill from drifting.

A Government Flying Service helicopter participates in the clean-up drill.
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Mr Ivan Tung presents a wooden shield to Captain Niels Vestergaard 
Pedersen of “Maersk Mc-Kinney Møller“.
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The Deputy Director of Marine, Mr Ivan Tung (right), delivers a speech at 

the maiden voyage call ceremony. 

Maiden voyage of Maersk Triple E class vessel to Hong Kong
The Deputy Director of Marine,  

Mr Ivan Tung, welcomed the first arrival 
of Maersk Triple E class vessel “Maersk 
Mc-Kinney Møller“ to Hong Kong at the 
Modern Terminal, Tsing Yi, on October 4. 

The Triple-E class vessel is the world’s 
biggest ship.

Speaking at the ceremony, Mr Tung 
said the arrival of “Maersk Mc-Kinney 
Møller“ showcases that the port of 
Hong Kong is able to receive the biggest 
vessels. He stressed that the Marine 
Department will continue to ensure 
that all port infrastructures are in place 
to enable ships to enter the port, work 
their cargoes and leave as quickly and as 
safely as possible. 

Rescue Centre had confirmed that they 
would organise a joint table-top exercise 
in mid-August with the Hong Kong 
Maritime Rescue Co-ordination Centre, 
Chinese Search and Rescue Association, 
and Hainan Maritime Search and Rescue 
Centre at Haikou, Hainan. This is the first 
joint search and rescue exercise between 
the three administrations. 

In addition, in response to the traffic 
volume in waters off the boundary 
between Hong Kong and Shenzhen 
west, the MSA suggested enhancing 
the disposition of navigational aids, 
so as to minimise the opportunity of 
vessels encountering and to ensure 
marine safety. The MD also suggested 
establishing a closer co-operation 
mechanism between the Mainland and 
Hong Kong on the safety management 

Regular meeting to exchange views on maritime safety
The Maritime Safety Administration 

of the People’s Republic of China (MSA) 
and the Hong Kong Marine Department 
(MD) held a regular maritime safety 
meeting in Yunnan from July 31 to 
August 1. The MD delegation, led 
by the Director of Marine, Mr Francis 
Liu, discussed various co-operative 
arrangements with the MSA. These 
included preparations of the “MSA’s 
2012 Provisional Inspection Regulation 
on High-speed Craft plying between 
Pearl River and Hong Kong”, the 
implementation of the Maritime Labour 
Convention 2006, and the enforcement 
of the International Convention for 
Wreck Removal 2007, adopted in 
Nairobi Kenya.

In the meeting, the MD pointed out 
that the China Maritime Search and 

of the Hong Kong-Macau high-speed 
passenger ferries, and to strengthen 
co-operation and information sharing 
between the two sides. 

The MD also agreed to begin the 
study of the sounding datum and 
dynamical tidal stream with Guangdong. 
Both sides will continue to strengthen 
the co-operation on hydrographic 
works at waters at the boundary of 
Guangdong and Hong Kong, as well as 
the selling of nautical charts. 

The MD and the MSA also studied 
the further cooperation proposal on 
’Establishing a Mechanism on Mutual 
Notification of Distress Information and 
Distribution of Salvage Resources’ in 
order to enhance the safety of vessels 
operating in the South China Sea.




