
space for passenger check-in/waiting 

and baggage handling so that cruise 

passengers can check in and collect their 

baggage efficiently and comfortably. 

In addition, five boarding bridges, 

manufactured in Spain, can be flexibly 

used along the two berths. 

The h igh ly  eff i c ient  customs, 

immigration and quarantine facilities are 

able to clear 3000 passengers per hour. 

The terminal building provides ample 

pick-up and drop-off areas and coach 

parking spaces. The waiting halls can 

be converted for other uses, such as for 

exhibitions and meetings, during the 

non-peak seasons of cruise operations.

The second berth of the KTCT is due 

to be completed in 2014. Both berths 

can accommodate the largest cruise 

ships in the world (up to a gross tonnage 

of 220000). Together with the two 

existing berths at the Ocean Terminal, it 

greatly enhances the berthing capacity 

for cruise ships in Hong Kong, thereby 

enhancing our competitiveness and 

attractiveness. 

With the commissioning of the KTCT 

and appropriate market strategies, it is 

estimated that the economic benefits 

that the cruise industry will bring to 

Hong Kong’s economy may range from 

$1.5 billion to $2.6 billion per year, 

and the additional jobs created will be 

around 5300 to 8900 by 2023.

Kai Tak Cruise Terminal receives the first cruise liner
The $8.2-billion tourism infrastructure 

project, the Kai Tak Cruise Terminal 

(KTCT), received the biggest cruise 

liner based in Asia, the Mariner of the 

Seas, on June 12, marking a milestone 

in Hong Kong’s development into a 

regional cruise hub.

The terminal building provides world-

class port facilities. It offers ample 
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The Mariner of the Seas navigates into Victoria Harbour through Island East.

Ms Lam Shuet-lai, Shirley joined the Marine Department on May 16 to take up 

the new post of Deputy Director (Special Duties). Ms Lam heads the Task Force on 

Reform and assists the Steering Committee to take forward a comprehensive review 

and reform of the Department. 

Marine Department’s new senior 
management



Hong Kong-Macao Regular Maritime Safety Meeting
I n  o r d e r  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e 

cooperation on maritime safety between 

Hong Kong and Macao, the Director of 

Marine, Mr Francis Liu, led a delegation 

to Macao to hold the regular maritime 

safety meeting with officers of the 

Macao Maritime Administration (MMA) 

on May 21. 

A t  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  b o t h  s i d e s 

exchanged views on a number of issues 

including:

• navigational safety during the 

construction of the Hong Kong-

Zhuhai-Macao Bridge; 

• strengthening communication on 

marine accident involving Hong Kong 

and Macao passenger vessels;

• reporting of high-speed passenger 

vessels that violated rules; 

• cooperation on joint marine accident 

investigation; 

• cross-boundary ferry services; 

• coordination on the development 

and upgrading of the Vessel Traffic 

System; 

HONG   KONG  MARITIME  NEWS

Vessels, organised by the Register of 

Fishing Vessel (RFV) of the People’s 

Republic of China, in Yin Chuan, Ning 

Xia.

Participants discussed at the meeting 

the authorisation for surveys of Hong 

Kong fiberglass fishing vessels. They also 

exchanged views on the inspection work 

conducted on fishing vessels in the past 

two years, and explored the feasibility of 

establishing a cooperation mechanism 

on fishing vessels’ authorised inspection 

between the Mainland, Hong Kong and 

Macao. 

At the meeting, Mr Liu said that 

Guangdong RFV officials were authorised 

to inspect Hong Kong-licensed fishing 

vessels when the Merchant Shipping 

(Local Vessels) Ordinance was enacted 

in 2007. In 2010, Zhejiang RFV and 

Fujian RFV were also authorised. He 

said the results have been positive and 

the number of surveys conducted by 

Mainland RFV officials is increasing. It 

has provided comprehensive services 

to Hong Kong fishermen, while also 

facilitating cooperation between the RFV 

and the Marine Department.

Regular meeting to strengthen communication and 
cooperation

 The Director of Marine, Mr Francis 

Liu; the Assistant Director of Marine 

(Shipping), Mr So Ping-chi; and the 

Senior Surveyor of Ships (Local Vessels 

Safety), Mr Sam Wong attended the 

7th Regular Meeting on the Survey 

Work conducted on Hong Kong Fishing 

2
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The Director of Marine, Mr Francis Liu (left), 
presents a souvenir to the Director of Macao 
Maritime Administration, Ms Wong Soi-man (right).

Hong Kong-Macao Regular Maritime Safety Meeting

continued from page 2

• exchange and training of officers; 

and 

• the joint search and rescue scheme 

between Guangdong, Hong Kong 

and Macao. 

The two sides also introduced the 

latest development of their port facilities, 

the Hong Kong Kai Tak Cruise Terminal 

and the new Taipa Ferry Terminal. Both 

sides shared views on the preparation 

works for these large port facilities to be 

put into operation. After the meeting, 

the delegation of the Hong Kong Marine 

Department accompanied by the MMA 

officers, visited the new Taipa Ferry 

Terminal, the MMA shipyard and the 

Macao Vessel Traffic Centre. 

seafarers” colouring 

compet i t i on  fo r 

p r i m a r y  a n d 

secondary school 

students in May, 

and a beach clean-

up campaign and 

barbeque par ty 

on  June  16 .  In 

addition, roadside 

exhibitions were 

held in Tsuen Wan 

and Causeway 

B a y  o n  J u n e 

22  and  23  to 

Tribute to seafarers
In 2010, the International Maritime 

Organization established June 25 every 

year the Day of the Seafarer to pay 

tribute to approximately 1.5 million 

seafarers in the world. This year, the 

Marine Department, the Hong Kong 

Seamen’s Union, together with the Hong 

Kong Maritime Forum, the Maritime 

Professional Promotion Federation, the 

Harbour Transportation Workers General 

Union and the Hong Kong Sea School 

(HKSS) organised a series of activities to 

promote the work of seafarers and pay 

tribute to them.

Activities included a “Thank you 

showcase photographs of seafarers’ 

daily life on board vessels. Officers of 

the Marine Department, members 

of the Hong Kong Seamen’s Union 

and students of the Maritime Services 

Training Institute (MSTI) shared with 

the visitors the life of seafarers and 

their career prospects in the maritime 

industry. They also collected signatures Student Mandy has gained fruitful knowledge 

at her course, which covers vessel structures 

and operation, as well as nautical astronomy, 

meteorology and shipping ordinances.

Student Charles says many people have little understanding of the maritime industry; this exhibition helps to promote the industry to the public.

Students embark on a container ship to see the work of seafarers onboard.

continued on page 4



Students join the clean-up beach campaign.
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The Director of Marine, Mr Francis Liu (last row, 4th from the left), attends the Day of Seafarers Celebration Party.

Colourful balloons and paper fans are popular among children.

and messages from the 

visitors to thank seafarers 

for their contributions to 

the society. 

C a p t a i n  B i l l y  Wu , 

advisor of the Nautical 

Study Centre of the Hong 

Kong Seamen’s Union, 

said that the demand for 

maritime talents is great 

in Hong Kong, which is 

an international maritime 

cen t re .  The  a c t i v i t i e s 

during this year’s Day of 

the Seafarer helped raise 

public awareness of the 

maritime profession and encouraged 

young people to take up seafaring. He 

said he was impressed by the maritime 

students, who took pride in and had 

passion for their profession.

The organisers also held a “Day of 

Tribute to seafarers

continued from page 3

the Seafarer Celebration Party” on June 

25, celebrating this meaningful day with 

the maritime students and the industry. 

The Director of Marine, Mr Francis Liu, 

joined the party.

In addition, a visit to the Kwai Chung 

Container Terminal was arranged for 

the MSTI and HKSS students and young 

people who were interested in seafaring. 

They embarked on a container ship to 

get a taste of vessel operations and the 

life and work of seafarers.
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Mr Tung pointed out that the causes 

of the accidents included inadequate 

preparation by boat operators and 

those engaging in water sport activities. 

He reminded boat operators to check 

appliances and equipment on board 

and to familiarise themselves with all 

the safety precautions and contingency 

measures. They should make sure that 

equipment is in good order before 

setting sail. Batteries should be properly 

maintained to lower the risk of short 

circuits and flash fires.

Water sport participants should take 

heed of weather conditions or warnings 

before setting sail; boat operators should 

plan the voyages, and consider whether 

the waters are suitable for the vessels 

to navigate and to conduct relevant 

activities in. There should be enough 

experienced crew members on board to 

guide and monitor passengers to follow 

safe practices when taking part in water 

sport activities.

Mr Tung added that boat operators 

and swimmers should be aware of their 

Public reminded to enhance water sport safety
In regard to the increasing popularity 

of water sport activities in Hong Kong, 

the Marine Department, the Hong Kong 

Police Force and the Leisure and Cultural 

Services Department (LCSD) held the 

2013 Safety Afloat Educational Seminar 

for the public and boating enthusiasts 

at the Hong Kong Space Museum on  

July 4 as the summer vacation begins. 

The seminar was organised to arouse 

the public's awareness on water sport 

safety and ways to avoid accidents. 

Speaking at the seminar, the acting 

Director of Marine, Mr Ivan Tung, said 

there were accidents involving swimmers 

and boat operators in the past several 

years in waters near beaches. Many 

accidents related to a lack of safety 

awareness on the part of water sport 

participants.

The acting Director of Marine, Mr Ivan Tung, 
addresses participants at the 2013 Safety Afloat 
Educational Seminar.

environmental  protect ion efforts 

for the government dockyard and 

government fleet. Numerous eco-

friendly practices targeting energy and 

water conservation, waste management 

and recycling have been implemented. 

These measures include providing shore 

electricity for berthed vessels to reduce 

the emissions from on board diesel 

generators; implementing a waste 

recycling programme to collect used oil 

filters, fluorescent and energy-saving 

lamps by licenced contractors of the 

Environmental Protection Department 

(EPD) for recycling; installing energy-

saving LED (Light-emitting Diode) 

lighting; using sustainable energy solar 

water heaters and installing a food 

waste digester to reduce food waste 

disposal in the workplace. 

In order to continuously improve the 

environment, the GFD is preparing to 

install a photovoltaic system for battery 

charging and to fit recycling bins for 

recovery of solid waste in the coming 

future at the dockyard.

Launched in 2008, the HKAEE was 

initiated by the Environmental Campaign 

Committee (ECC) along with the EPD. 

The HKAEE recognises businesses 

and organisations in 11 sectors for 

thei r  outstanding envi ronmental  

achievement.

Government Fleet awarded environmental excellence
The Government Fleet Division 

(GFD) of the Marine Department has 

won a Certificate of Merit for Public 

Organizations and Utilities, under the 

Sectoral Awards division of the 2012 HK 

Awards for Environmental Excellence 

(HKAEE). The award recognises the 

green efforts the GFD has made for 

putting sustainability into practice.

The GFD is committed to leading 

The Assistant Director of Marine (Government Fleet), Mr Sin Tak-cheung (3rd from the left), attends the “2012 
Hong Kong Awards for Environmental Excellence” prize presentation ceremony.

continued on page 6
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own and others' safety when taking 

part in activities. If they see other water 

sport activities nearby, they should take 

appropriate safety measures to avoid 

any possible risk. Before swimming at 

sea, swimmers should practise their 

skills and realise their own abilities. They 

should also refrain from swimming after 

consumption of food, alcohol or drugs, 

and should take care of companions and 

avoid swimming alone or away from 

companions.

Furthermore, officers of the Marine 

Police and the Marine Department will 

continue to step up their patrol activities 

in speed-restricted zones, waters in the 

vicinity of popular beaches and water 

sport sites, and will take action against 

any illegal or reckless boating activities. 

The LCSD lifeguards will also keep an 

eye out for boating activities at beaches 

and the adjacent waters. They will alert 

officers of the Marine Department 

and the Marine Police to take law 

enforcement action against offenders 

when necessary.

Mr Tung appealed the industry and 

the public to co-operate in promoting 

water sport safety so that everyone can 

enjoy pleasant leisure activities. 

The Director of Marine, Mr Francis Liu, and the Chief of 

Marine Accident Investigation and Shipping Security Policy of 

the Marine Department, Mr Cheng Yeung-ming, attended 

the four-day Asia-Pacific Heads of Maritime Safety Agencies 

(APHoMSA) Forum held in Cairns, Australia from July 1-4, so 

as to strengthen regional cooperation with other maritime 

authorities on protection of marine environment; safety at 

sea; and search and rescue.

On July 2, Mr Liu and Mr Cheng presented the country 

statement for Hong Kong and a subject on non-Convention 

ship safety respectively. On July 3, participants embarked on 

“Haixun 01”, the largest patrol vessel of the China Maritime 

Safety Administration, which berthed at Cairns Passenger 

Ferry Terminal, for a tour. 

Asia-Pacific Forum to strengthen regional cooperation

Marine Department, Government of
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

Harbour Building, 38 Pier Road, Hong Kong

G.P.O. Box 4155

Enquiries: (852) 2542-3711

Fax: (852) 2541-7194, 2544-9241

Web site: www.mardep.gov.hk

Email: mdenquiry@mardep.gov.hk

Hong Kong Maritime News
Editorial Board

Tel: (852) 2852-4423

Fax: (852) 2543-8531

Email: ipro@mardep.gov.hk

Subscription: (852) 2852-4544

香港特別行政區政府海事處

香港中環統一碼頭道38號海港政府大樓

香港郵政信箱4155號

查詢電話： (852) 2542-3711

傳真：	 (852) 2541-7194, 2544-9241

網址：	 www.mardep.gov.hk

電郵：	 mdenquiry@mardep.gov.hk

香港海事通訊編輯委員會

電話：	 (852) 2852-4423

傳真：	 (852) 2543-8531

電郵：	 ipro@mardep.gov.hk

訂閱：	 (852) 2852-4544

The Director of Marine, Mr Francis Liu (left), and the Chief of Marine Accident 
Investigation and Shipping Security Policy of the Marine Department, Mr Cheng 
Yeung-ming (right), attend the Asia-Pacific Heads of Maritime Safety Agencies Forum.

Public reminded to enhance water sport safety
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