
at the press conference that day. After 

six years of service on board vessels, Mr 

Lam acquired qualifications to become 

a Master mariner. Later, Mr Lam worked 

ashore for five years and was promoted 

from port captain to become the vice 

president of a shipping company.

Representat ives  of  the HKMF, 

shipping companies, the Maritime 

Services Training Institute, the Nautical 

Institute (Hong Kong Branch), the 

Hong Kong Seamen's Union (HKSU) 

and the Hong Kong Institute of Marine 

Technology were also at the press 

conference to share their views on 

what makes a successful maritime 

professional.

Hong Kong is an international 

maritime centre and has long held 

prime status in the global maritime 

industry. Nevertheless, Hong Kong 

faces the problem of a shortage of 

maritime professionals, which is also 

encountered by other maritime centres. 

To encourage more young people to 

take up a seafaring career, the MPPF, 

the Marine Department and the HKSU 

introduced subsidy schemes with a 

view to providing sponsorship to those 

who want to pursue a career at sea and 

offering shipboard training for cadets. 

The relevant sponsorship schemes have 

been pushed forward for 10 years. 

Many beneficiaries of these sponsorship 

schemes have completed their two-

year on-the-job training and some of 

them have acquired Certificates of 

Competency (deck officer or engineer).

There are promising career prospects 

for cadets who complete their onboard 

training. Those who pursue a seafaring 

career have a 100 per cent employment 

rate. They can work on either ocean-

going vessels or river-trade vessels, 

or they can take up posts in various 

disciplined forces such as in the Marine 

Police and the Customs and Excise 

Department. Generally speaking, it 

takes cadets about eight years to obtain 

Master or Chief Engineer qualifications. 

After obtaining these professional 

qualifications for ocean-going vessels, 

mariners can turn to shore-based 

mar i t ime industr ies  and take up 

managerial posts, such as marine officer, 

ship surveyor, ship manager, logistics 

manager, surveyor in classification 

societies, harbour pilot and container 

terminal manager. Alternatively, they 

may choose to further their studies and 

take up jobs in other maritime business 

First Hong Kong female mariner qualifies as Captain of 
ocean-going vessels

The Maritime Professional Promotion 

Federation (MPPF) and the Hong Kong 

Maritime Forum (HKMF) jointly held a 

press conference, entitled "A successful 

maritime professional", on board the 

passenger vessel "Star Pisces" of Star 

Cruises on January 3. The first Hong 

Kong female mariner to qualify as a 

Captain of ocean-going vessels, Ms 

Carmen Chan, shared her experiences. 

Her successful story has sent a significant 

and positive message to the shipping 

industry in Hong Kong.

Contemporary seafaring is a safe and 

advanced professional industry. A career 

at sea carries favourable remuneration 

and excellent job prospects. Ms Lilian 

Chan, who has received engineer 

training in a shipping company, and 

Mr Lothair Lam, who graduated from 

the Department of Maritime Studies at 

the Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

(PolyU) and is qualified as a Captain, 

also shared their successful experiences 
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A visitor experiences steering a vessel in the harbour.
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Careers in the marine industry beckon

Ms Carmen Chan shares her experiences at the 
press conference.

after acquiring the related professional 

qual i f icat ions.  Examples of  such 

professions include maritime arbitration, 

maritime law, maritime engineering and 

marine insurance.

The MPPF was jointly formed by 13 

maritime unions and affiliated maritime 

organisations in 2002. Its members 

inc lude the HKSU, the Merchant 

Navy Officers' Guild Hong Kong, the 

Amalgamated Union of Seafarers Hong 

Kong, the Nautical Institute (Hong 

Kong Branch) and the Hong Kong Pilots 

Association Limited. Its objectives are 

to promote the maritime industry, to 

encourage young people to join the 

industry, to enhance relevant education 

and training, to nurture maritime talents 

and to maintain Hong Kong's status as 

an international maritime centre.

T h e  H o n g  K o n g  S h i p o w n e r s 

Association has lent its full and strong 

support by helping graduates who want 

to join the industry to find a job. The 

association also helps cadets to tackle 

difficulties in working on board overseas 

and to adapt to their seagoing careers. 

The MPPF sincerely thanks the shipping 

companies that have provided trainee 

posts for graduates.

Between 2002 and 2004, the MPPF 

took the initiative to launch a sea-going 

incentive scheme, providing scholarships 

for those who aspire to work at sea, and 

helping them to fulfil their dreams of 

working on board vessels. Afterwards, 

with the full support of the Hong 

Kong Maritime Industry Council, the 

Government launched the Sea-going 

Training Incentive Scheme in 2004 to 

provide more deck cadets and engineer 

cadets with financial incentives, and to 

enable more interested youngsters to 

benefit from it. The Sea-going Training 

Incentive Scheme provides a cash 

allowance to cadets under training, so as 

to enable them to realise their dreams of 

seafaring. To date, more than 230 deck 

and engineer cadets have participated in 

the Sea-going Training Incentive Scheme.

information and entry requirements 

for careers in various maritime service 

sectors, including ship management, 

ship finance, shipbroking, marine 

insurance, maritime law and maritime 

arbitration.

Their booth also showcased various 

maritime-related education programmes 

offered by the Hong Kong Polytechnic 

University, the Vocational Training 

Council's Maritime Services Training 

Institute and the Hong Kong Institute 

of Vocational Education (Tsing Yi). They 

also provided information on training 

incentive schemes like the Hong Kong 

Maritime and Logistics Scholarship 

Scheme, the Hong Kong Maritime Law 

Scholarship Scheme, the Sea-going 

Training Incentive Scheme, and the Ship 

Repair Training Incentive Scheme. Sea-

going cadets also shared their experience 

with visitors at the booth.

Hong Kong is an international 

maritime centre. To promote the wealth 

of career opportunities in the maritime 

industry, the Marine Department (MD) 

and the Hong Kong Maritime Industry 

Council (MIC) set up booths at the 

Education and Careers Expo 2013. 

The Exhibition, held from January 

31 to February 3 at the Hong Kong 

Convention and Exhibition Centre, 

attracted many young visitors interested 

in the maritime industry.

At the MD’s booth, representatives 

introduced their work and career 

p r o s p e c t s  i n  t h e 

department.  V ideos 

il lustrating the work 

of Marine Officers and 

Surveyors of Ships were 

also shown. Two full 

mission ship simulators 

at the booth allowed 

visitors to experience 

steering a vessel in the 

harbour.

The MIC’s  booth 

provided visitors with 

Seafaring is safe, professional 

and advanced, and offers attractive 

remuneration and bright prospects. 

Those who would like to pursue a career 

in the industry can consider applying 

for the Higher Diploma in Maritime 

Studies under the Institute of Vocational 

Education, the Department of Logistics 

and Maritime Studies at PolyU and the 

faculties of mechanical engineering at 

other universities. For details, please visit 

www.seagoinghk.org.
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award to COSCO, which has the highest 

gross tonnage (GT) on the HKSR.  

The Chairman of the HKSOA, Mr 

Alan Tung, presented awards to five ship 

management companies that have ships 

on the HKSR and which had outstanding 

performance in Port State Control 

inspections. The companies were China 

Shipping Bulk Carrier Co. Ltd, Orient 

Overseas Container Line Ltd, Pacific 

Basin Shipping (HK) Limited, Anglo-

Eastern Ship Management Ltd and Fleet 

Management Limited.  

The Director of Marine, Mr Francis 

Liu, presented plaques to the masters 

and crews of two Hong Kong-registered 

vessels, m.v. Chengtu and m.v. CSAV 

Lingue, for their exemplary actions of 

bravery to save lives on the high seas. Mr 

Liu also presented awards to Pacific 

Argosy Shipping Company Limited 

and Tiger Pisces Limited for their ships 

helping the HKSR cross the 75 and 80 

million GT marks respectively. 

The Chairman of the Hong Kong 

Mar i t ime  Museum,  Mr  Anthony 

Hardy, was awarded the “Hong Kong 

Maritime Personality of the Year” for 

his contribution and hard work on the 

new Maritime Museum. The award was 

presented jointly by Professor Cheung 

and Mr Tung.

Shipping companies honoured at annual joint luncheon
The Hong Kong Marine Department 

and the Hong Kong Sh ipowners 

Association (HKSOA) jointly hosted 

their annual awards luncheon on 

March 25. They recognised outstanding 

performance by ship management 

companies with Hong Kong ships, 

bravery on the high seas, support of the 

Hong Kong Shipping Register (HKSR) 

and talent contributions to the maritime 

industry in the past year.

The Secretary for Transport and 

Housing, Professor Anthony Cheung 

Bing-leung, was the Guest of Honour 

and delivered a speech on the Hong 

Kong maritime industry. Professor 

Cheung was also invited to present an 

The Secretary for Transport and Housing, Professor Anthony Cheung 
Bing-leung(right), presents the award to COSCO (H.K.) Shipping Co., 
Ltd, which has the highest GT on the HKSR.

Professor Cheung and the Chairman of the Hong Kong Shipowners 
Association, Mr Alan Tung (right) present the “Hong Kong Maritime 
Personality of the Year” to Mr Anthony Hardy, for his contribution and 
hard work on the new Maritime Museum.

Mr Tung presents the Jin Chan Award to 
Fleet Management Limited. 

Mr Tung presents the Pi Xu Award to Anglo-
Eastern Ship Management Ltd.

The Director of Marine, Mr Francis Liu 
(right), presents a plaque to Tiger Pisces 
Limited for its ship crossing 80 million GT 
marks of the HKSR.
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Mr Liu presents Bravery Award to the 
master and crew of m.v. CSAV Lingue.

Mr Liu presents a plaque to Pacific Argosy 
Shipping Company Limited for its ship 
crossing 75 million GT marks of the HKSR.

Mr Tung presents the Unicorn Award to 
Pacific Basin Shipping (HK) Limited.

Mr Tung presents the Phoenix Award to 
Orient Overseas Container Line Ltd.

Mr Tung presents the Dragon Award to 
China Shipping Bulk Carrier Co.Ltd.

The Director of Marine, Mr Francis Liu 
(right), presents Bravery Award to the 
master and crew of m.v. Chengtu.
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passengers. Officers also stepped up 

patrols to prevent vessels speeding and 

overloading.

The MD implemented measures 

to control marine traffic, including 

establishing a closed area in waters 

adjacent to the Hong Kong Convention 

and Exhibition Centre at Wan Chai and 

a Restricted Area in the Central Harbour.

To ensure vessels dispersed in an 

orderly manner, government launches 

progressively moved the Western Cordon 

Line of the Restricted Area eastward 

after the fireworks display. Spectator 

vessels behind the Western Cordon 

Line wanting to navigate eastward had 

to move slowly with the government 

launches as they moved eastward. 

The MD and the Hong Kong Police 

Force held a press conference on 

February 7 to remind the public of the 

traffic arrangements for the event day, as 

well as safety measures to be followed 

by the crew and passengers of spectator 

vessels. Marine Department Notice No. 

15 of 2013 with details of the marine 

traffic control and safety measures was 

issued and uploaded to the MD's website

 (www.mardep.gov.hk).

Marine traffic control and safety measures for Lunar New 
Year Fireworks Display

To enhance safety, the Marine 

Department (MD) continued to step up 

safety and traffic control measures for 

the Lunar New Year Fireworks Display on 

February 11. 

On the day of the event, the MD 

strengthened inspections of spectator 

vessels to ensure that vessels met safety 

requirements, which included providing 

sufficient life-saving equipment on 

board, ensuring that children wear 

a lifejacket at all times and having 

coxswains keep a passenger and crew 

list on board in case it is needed. 

The MD and the Police officers 

maintained order at major landing 

facilities after the fireworks display 

to ensure smooth disembarkation of 
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Maiden call of the world’s largest tall ship
Certified by the Guinness World 

Records as the world’s largest tall ship 

still in operation, the “Sedov” made its 

maiden voyage to Hong Kong in late 

February. Berthed at Ocean Terminal, 

Harbour City from February 22 to 

February 24, the “Sedov” was opened 

to the public, allowing visitors to board 

and have a view of this 91-year-old 

ancient sailing ship.

co-operation of vessel users and related 

associations. The Marine Department 

therefore has put together a series 

of education seminars and publicity 

campaigns to remind the industry of 

proper safety precautions so as to 

prevent marine accidents.

More than 190 representatives 

from the shipping industries, as well as 

masters and operators of local vessels 

attended this annual seminar, which 

was hosted by the Marine Department. 

Topics discussed also included the 

control and safety measures of spectator 

vessels during major events at sea, the 

application of collision regulations in 

Hong Kong waters, analysis of marine 

accidents and their implications, and 

maintenance and safe operation of ship 

engines.

In addition to representatives of 

the Marine Department, officers of the 

Hong Kong Police Force, the Fire Services 

Department and the Customs and Excise 

Department also joined the seminar.

Marine Department Notice No. 

172 of  2012 on safe nav igat ion 

in poor vis ibi l i ty has been issued 

and uploaded to the MD's website

 (www.mardep.gov.hk).

Navigational Safety Seminar
At the Navigational Safety Seminar 

2013 held at the Hong Kong Space 

Museum on January 16, the Director 

of Marine, Mr Francis Liu, reminded 

coxswains and persons-in-charge of 

vessels to post extra lookouts, keep to 

a safe speed and fully comply with the 

Collision Regulations when navigating 

in poor visibility in Hong Kong waters 

during fog season.

Speaking at the opening, Mr Liu 

reminded attendees that in these days 

of erratic climate changes, mist or fog 

may appear outside the normal season. 

In such cases, crews must take adequate 

safety precautions and have in place 

contingency arrangements. They should 

be fully aware of the latest weather 

conditions when preparing their vessels 

for every voyage or before setting sail.

In order to raise the safety awareness 

of the industry when participating in 

major events at sea, Mr Liu appealed 

to the participants to note the related 

Marine Department Notices, which 

include traffic regulations, control 

arrangements and relevant guidelines. 

He also reminded attendees about 

the safety measures that the Marine 

Department would implement during 

the Lunar New Year Fireworks Display.

The effectiveness of marine safety 

measures relies on the awareness and 

The Director of Marine, Mr Francis Liu (left), addresses participants at the Navigational Safety Seminar 2013 at 
the Hong Kong Space Museum.
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The Hong Kong Maritime Museum (HKMM), relocated at 

Central Pier 8 from Stanley, was officially opened on February 

25. The ceremony was presided by Chief Executive, Mr C 

Y Leung; Chairman of the Museum, Mr Anthony J Hardy; 

Museum Director, Mr Richard Wesley and Chairman of HKMM 

Trust, Mr Tung Chee-chen.

The museum comprises fifteen galleries, a café, an 

education room, a museum shop and a maritime heritage 

resource centre.

The exhibits are organised according to several maritime-

related topics, which include “Traditional Maritime China”, 

“China trade”, “Creating Victoria Harbour”, “China’s 

First Maritime Modernisation”, “Hong Kong Ships and 

Shipyards”, “Making of a Modern Port” and “Navigation and 

Meteorology”.

The museum is open 9.30am to 5.30pm, Monday to 

Friday, and 10am to 7pm on Saturday and Sunday. For 

more information, please visit the museum’s website at

http://www.hkmaritimemuseum.org.

Re-opening of Hong Kong Maritime Museum 

Marine Department, 
Government of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

Harbour Building, 38 Pier Road, Hong Kong

G.P.O. Box 4155

Enquiries: (852) 2542-3711

Fax: (852) 2541-7194, 2544-9241

Web site: www.mardep.gov.hk

Email: mdenquiry@mardep.gov.hk

Hong Kong Maritime News Editorial Board

Tel: (852) 2852-4423

Fax: (852) 2543-8531

Email: ipro@mardep.gov.hk

Subscription: (852) 2852-4544


