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HKSAR GOVERNMENT

The Deputy Director of Marine, 
Mr Ivan Tung, while serving as 
keynote speaker at the 54th Annual 
General Meeting and Conference 
of the Association of Canadian Port 
Authorities in Hamilton, Ontario on 
August 20, addressed participants on 
the latest developments of the port 
of Hong Kong and promoted Hong 
Kong’s position as a regional hub port 
in Asia. 

Mr Tung told the conference  
that the Hong Kong port, being 
strategically located on the Far East 
trade routes and at the centre of the 
fast-developing Asia-pacific Region, 
ranked among the top three busiest 
container ports in the world in 
terms of total container throughput. 
Hong Kong, as a maritime centre in 
Asia, attracts local and international 
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shipping companies to establish their 
bases. By the end of June 2012, there 
were 2,158 ships registered in Hong 
Kong with a total gross tonnage of 
77.9 million.

“The port of Hong Kong is the 
gateway to southern China,” said Mr 
Tung. “About 204,700 vessels entered 
Hong Kong waters in 2011, with about 
400 liner services per week connect- 
ing to 500 destinations worldwide. Of
these, about 220 were intra-Asia 
shipping services. These figures 
underpin Hong Kong’s position as a 
regional hub port.”

The port of Hong Kong is renowned 
for its efficient cargo handling 
 operations and it handled 24.4 million 
TEUs of containers last year.

“The Hong Kong port is an 
invaluable economic infrastructure 
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The Deputy Director of Marine, Mr Ivan 
Tung, addresses participants on the latest 
developments of Hong Kong port and pro-
motes Hong Kong’s position as a regional 
hub port in Asia.

of the city. It handles 90% of our 
freight in tonnage terms. The port 
and related sectors directly contribute 
2.3% (US$5 billion) to Hong Kong’s 
Gross Domestic Product and account 
for 2.7% (95,000 jobs) of total employ-
ment,” Mr Tung added.

To strengthen the position of Hong 
Kong as a premier logistic hub in the 
region, the Government of the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Region 
is exploring the  feasibility of devel-
oping the 10th container terminal and 
formulating the strategic development 
plan for Hong Kong port up to 2030. A 
bridge connecting Hong Kong, Zhuhai 
and Macao is being built and will 
be completed in 2016. A new cruise 
terminal will come into operation 
next year. “The new cruise terminal 
will attract home-porting  operations 
and new shipping businesses to Hong 
Kong, and in turn benefit Hong Kong’s 
port and maritime-related sectors as a 
whole,” Mr Tung said.

Picture shows (from left): Deputy Director of Marine, Mr Ivan Tung; President and CEO of the 
Hamilton Port  Authority, Mr Bruce Wood;  Director of the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office 
(HKETO) in Toronto, Miss Gloria Lo; National Chair of Hong Kong-Canada  Business Associa-
tion, Mr Bob Armstrong; and Deputy Director of HKETO in Toronto, Mr Peter Kwok attend the 
welcoming  reception.
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Sharing experience and knowledge
at World Port Security Summit 

Assistant Director (Planning 
&  Services) Mr KM Fung said the 
 Marine Department helped to en-
sure that Hong Kong port facilities 
and its registered ships comply with 
the  requirements of the International 
Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) 
Code launched by the International 
 Maritime Organization on July 1, 
2004. 

Speaking at the World Port  Security 
Summit in Hamburg,  Germany on 
September 12, Mr Fung noted that 
there were 33 designated port  facilities 
in Hong Kong,  including  container 
 terminals, oil terminals, power 
 stations, cruise and ferry  terminals, 
and shipyards. He pointed out that 
 although the shipyards  provided  repair 
and maintenance services but were not 
engaged in cargo operation, the secu-
rity integrity of ocean-going vessels 
could be maintained whilst they were 
under repair or  maintenance at ship-
yards in Hong Kong. He also said that, 
given the large number of passengers 
handled by the cross-boundary ferry 
terminals in Hong Kong, the Marine 
Department would need to enhance 
the security control measures at those 
points. 

Mr Fung said that the Marine 
 Department had established an 
 audit programme to inspect the port 
 facilities, ensuring their compliance 
with the ISPS Code and verifying 
the security plans. He added that all 
 designated port facilities were able to 
comply with all the security require-
ments so far, and had a valid State-
ment of Compliance all the time.

More than 70 maritime experts 
from world class ports attended the 
World Ports Summit this year to 
 discuss topical issues of port security 
and safety. The summit is a platform to 
exchange experience and knowledge 
for the reference of the international 
maritime community. It takes place 
biennially and was hosted by Hong 
Kong in 2008.

Joined effort to improve 
Search and Rescue

Sixteen members nominated by  
the International Civil Aviation 
 Organization (ICAO) and the Inter-
national Maritime Organization 
(IMO) attended the 19th session of the 
ICAO/IMO Joint Working Group on 
Harmonization of Aeronautical and 
Maritime Search and Rescue (JWG) 
hosted by the Marine Department 
from September 10 to 14, 2012. 

Members attending the JWG 
 session served as individual search 
and rescue (SAR) experts.  Of the 16 

seats on the JWG, Hong Kong secured 
2, which were taken up by the Marine 
Department and the Civil Aviation 
Department respectively. 

At the Hong Kong session, the JWG 
discussed topics including flight safety 
when there are more than one SAR 
aircraft on scene; special features of 
the second generation SAR beacon; 
amendments to the International 
Aeronautical Maritime Search and 
Rescue (IAMSAR) Manual, which is 
widely used by rescue co-ordination 

centres; and other related issues.
Members of the JWG and  observers 

also paid a visit to the Government 
Flying Service on September 12 and 
showed their appreciation of the SAR 
facilities in Hong Kong. 

ICAO and IMO agreed to establish 
the JWG in 1993 with the objective of 
assisting both organizations in devel-
oping provisions regarding new search 
and rescue techniques and procedures 
where both aeronautical and maritime 
interests are involved.
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Members of the JWG and observers visit the Government Flying Service.

Regular meeting to exchange 
views on maritime safety

The Maritime Safety Adminis-
tration of the People’s Republic of 
China (China MSA) and the Hong 
Kong  Marine Department (MD) held
a regular meeting on maritime  safety 
in Heihe City, Heilongjiang from 
July 31 to August 1, 2012. The MD 
 delegation, led by the Director of 
 Marine, Mr Francis Liu, discussed 
with  representatives of the China 
MSA co-operative arrangements over 
various issues, including the enact-
ment of the  Provisional Regulations 
on Statutory Survey of High-speed 
Craft Plying  between Pearl River and 
Hong Kong of 2012, preparations 
for the implementation of the Inter- 
national Convention for the Control 
and Management of Ships’ Ballast 

 Water and Sediments, and enforce-
ment of the requirements of MARPOL 
Annex VI on vessel energy  efficiency 
and emission reduction. 

During the meeting, the China MSA 
proposed to further  strengthen com-
munication and information  exchange 
between maritime  administrations 
and constructors in  Guangdong, 
Hong Kong and Macao to ensure 
that projects such as the Hong Kong- 
Zhuhai-Macao Bridge and the West-
East Natural Gas Pipeline (Hong 
Kong undersea extension) could 
 proceed smoothly. The China MSA 
also  mentioned expanding the scope 
of placing Mainland crew to work on 
board Hong Kong sea-going vessels, 
and exploring improvements on co-

operation in maritime casualty inves-
tigation  between the two sides.  Move-
over, both parties agreed to share 
vessel traffic services information to 
facilitate any necessary follow-ups. 

The MD briefed the meeting on 
preparations for the Maritime Labour 
Convention, 2006. It was expected that 
the relevant legislation for enhancing 
protection for seafarers working on 
Hong Kong-registered vessels would 
be ready in 2013. 

The MD and the China MSA signed 
the Arrangement on Hydrographic 
Co-operation at the meeting, marking 
another step forward in co-operation 
on hydrographic matters between the 
two sides.
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MRCC praised for rescue operation
The Hong Kong Maritime Rescue 

Co-ordination Centre (MRCC) was 
commended by the Minister of Land, 
Transport and Maritime Affairs of 
the Republic of Korea for its profes-
sional and effective search and rescue  
 operation in saving the lives of the 
crew on board a Korean-registered 
vessel. 

On November 21, 2011, the 
 Korean-flagged bulk carrier Bright 
Ruby was sailing from Malaysia to 
Mainland China amid bad weather 
when it sank in the South China Sea 
350 miles south of Hong Kong in the 
vicinity of the Paracel Islands. 

A search and rescue operation was 
conducted immediately after the Hong 
Kong MRCC had received the distress 
alert from Bright Ruby and confirmed 
the vessel was in  imminent danger.  
During the 5-day operation, 6 fixed 
wing aircraft sorties from the Hong 

Kong Government Flying  Service 
were dispatched and 14 ocean-going 
vessels were co-ordinated to  conduct 
search for survivors. In  addition, 
 rescue boat Nan Hai Jiu 111 and 2 
Chinese naval vessels namely, 566 
and 567, were  deployed to the scene 
by the  Hainan Rescue Co-ordination 
Centre to  assist. In the incident, 15 

crew members were saved, but 6 crew 
members remained missing. 

In recognition of the profession-
alism of the Hong Kong MRCC, the 
Minister of Land, Transport and 
 Maritime Affairs of the Republic of 
Korea, Mr Kwon Do-youp presented 
a Certificate of Commendation and 
a crystal plaque to the Hong Kong 
MRCC through the then Consul- 
General of the Republic of Korea in 
Hong Kong, Mr Jun Ok-hyun.

Mr Jun Ok-hyun (left), presenting a 
crystal plaque to Senior Marine Officer 
(Search & Rescue), Mr K W Chan.

New bulk carrier joining
HK Shipping Register

A Kamsarmax ship, M.V. “Darya 
Radhe”, which is the maximum size 
vessel capable of being loaded at 
Port Kamsar in Equatorial  Guinea, 
is  registered in the Hong Kong 
Shipping Register.

KC Maritime held a naming and 
delivery ceremony for the bulk  carrier 
Darya Radhe, and a naming  ceremony 
for Darya Devi, another bulk  carrier 
planned to be registered in Hong 
Kong, on August 16, 2012 in  Romania. 

The ceremonies were attended by a 
large contingent of guests including 
the Director of Marine, Mr Francis 
Liu. 

Mr Liu addressed the ceremo-
ny remarking that the delivery of 

Darya Radhe under-
lined the close work-
ing relationship and 
partnership between 
the Hong Kong Ma-
rine Department and 
KC Maritime. He 
noted that the new-
build would add to 
the quality of the KC 
Maritime’s fleet and 
of the Hong Kong 
Shipping Register.

With the addition 
of Darya Radhe, the 
Hong Kong Shipping 
Register has 2,160 
registered ships total-
ling nearly 78 million 
in gross tonnage.
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Inspection on safety conditions of 
Mainland container carriers

In order to enhance the general 
safety conditions of Mainland coastal 
container carriers which ply between 
the waters of Guangdong and Hong 
Kong, the Hong Kong Marine Depart-
ment (HKMD) joined the Guang-
dong Maritime Safety Administration 
and the Shenzhen Maritime Safety 
 Administration from September 1 to 
30 in  carrying out a Concentrated 
Inspection Campaign in which Main-
land coastal container carriers of not 
more than 3,000 GT were selected for 
safety inspection.

During the Campaign, the Harbour 
Patrol Section of HKMD focused on 
inspecting the installation and main-

tenance of the Automatic Identifica-
tion System (AIS), crew’s familiarity 
with the operation of equipment and 
the maritime radio licence of vessels.  
Vessels found to have serious defects 
in their AIS on board were referred 
to the Port State Control Section of 
HKMD for detailed inspection and 
detained until such defects were recti-
fied. Reports recording the relevant in-
formation were issued by HKMD after 
inspections and such reports were re-
quired to be kept on board vessels for 
possible checking by inspectors from 
both Mainland and Hong Kong ports.  
Vessels holding an “Inspection Report 
of Concentrated Inspection Campaign 

on AIS conducted in Guangdong and 
Hong Kong” with satisfactory inspec-
tion results were exempted from in-
spection for a month within the same 
maritime administrative region.

A total of 63 Mainland coastal con-
tainer carriers were inspected in Hong 
Kong waters during the Campaign, 
which ended on September 30. One 
vessel was found having defects relat-
ing to AIS, but no vessel was detained.  
The inspection results were satisfac-
tory. Senior Surveyor of Ships (Port 
State Control) of HKMD, Mr Yeung 
Po-kwong, said the Campaign had 
 enhanced the use of AIS equipment 
and the navigational safety of vessels.  

Marine Inspector inspecting the installation of AIS. Marine Inspector checking the certificates of ships. 

Seminar held to enhance vessel safety 
and water sport safety awareness

Boating and water sports are 
 popular during holidays. To  enhance 
understanding of water sport  safety, 
representatives of the Marine Depart-
ment, the Leisure and Cultural  
Services Department (LCSD) and the 
Hong Kong Police Force held a semi-
nar on vessel safety and water sport 
safety on July 31 for the industry and 
water sport enthusiasts. The seminar 

was organised to enable participants 
to exchange views on the latest situ-
ation in water sports and to promote 
safety messages for the prevention of 
accidents.

The seminar was conducted at the 
Sai Kung Jockey Club Town Hall, 
where representatives of government 
departments and water sports experts 
reminded members of the public to 

pay attention to the following safety 
measures when taking part in water 
sports:

– Ensure qualified persons are in 
charge of a vessel, always proceed 
at a safe speed and do not exceed 
the number of persons permitted to 
carry on board;

continued on page 6
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Representatives of government depart-
ments and water sport experts delivering 
safety messages at the vessel safety and 
water sport safety seminar. Participants 
raise questions and exchange views at the 
seminar.

– Keep a safe distance between ves-
sels and follow regulations for pre-
venting collisions at sea, and never 
leave the helm unattended while 
underway;

– Always keep a proper lookout;

– Avoid generating a large wave when 
close to small vessels;

– Do not exceed the speed limit 
(5 knots) in speed restricted zones;

– Slow down and proceed with 
 extreme caution when passing 
other vessels, entering areas with 
divers or swimmers, or when near 
restricted zones, fish culture zones 
and swimming beaches;

– Avoid anchoring too close to other 
vessels as this may be dangerous;

– Diver’s flag (“A” flag) should be 
 displayed and lookout should be 

posted on a vessel carrying out 
 diving activities for reminding 
 other vessels to keep well clear at 
slow speed;

– Obtain comprehensive weather 
forecast beforehand, do sufficient 
warm-up exercises and choose the 
right water for activities;

– Avoid drugs or alcohol before tak-
ing part in water sports; and

– Do not dive or participate in water 
sports alone.

For more details on the 22 speed 
restricted zones in Hong Kong waters, 
please visit www.mardep.gov.hk/en/
pub_services/ocean/pvguide.html.

The departments are commit-
ted to promoting water sport safety 
 messages. Beyond the seminars, they 
will also deliver the latest information 
on safety awareness to the industry 

and the public. A new Announcement 
in the Public Interest on water sport 
safety was jointly produced this year 
by the Marine Department and the 
Hong Kong Police Force to deliver 
 water sport safety messages to the 
general public.

Officers of the Hong Kong Police 
Force and the Marine Department will 
also continue to step up their patrol 
 activities in speed restricted zones,  
waters in the vicinity of  popular 
 beaches and water sport sites with 
boating activities, and will take  action 
against any illegal or reckless boating 
activities. LCSD lifeguards will also 
keep an eye out for boating  activities 
at beaches and adjacent  waters. 
They will alert officers of the  Marine 
 Department and the Hong Kong  Police 
Force to take law enforcement action 
against offenders when  necessary.

continued from page 5
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