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MARINE DEPARTMENT
HKSAR GOVERNMENT

The Director of Marine, Mr Francis 
Liu (left, pictured), reminded all 
masters, coxswains and persons-
in-charge of vessels to make signif-
icant speed reductions in restricted 
visibility during the fog season.

Speaking at the opening of the 
2012 Navigational Safety Seminar at 
the Hong Kong Space Museum on 
January 11, Mr Liu cautioned that in 
these days of erratic climate changes, 
it was not surprising if mists or fogs 
appeared out of the season. Conse-
quently, navigators should post extra 
lookouts even when moving at low 
speeds.

Mr Liu said, “In order to ensure 
the safety of lives at sea in a range of 
different weather conditions experi-
enced during the year in Hong Kong, 
vessel owners, operators and respon-
sible personnel on board must take 
adequate safety precautions and have 
in place contingency measures for 
every intended voyage.”

Over the past few years, serious 
or fatal marine accidents involving 
various types of vessels had occurred 
at different locations in Hong Kong 
and in nearby waters. Investigations 
into the causes of these accidents 
revealed that most of them could be 
attributed to inadequate safety prepa-
rations or contingency measures 
before and after the commencement 
of the voyages concerned.

Mr Liu also took the opportunity 
to remind vessel owners, operators 
and responsible personnel on board 
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to exercise particular caution when 
operating in areas of Hong Kong 
waters and the Pearl River estuary 
where marine works were taking place.

These include reclamation works 
in the basin of the ex-Wan Chai 
Public Cargo Working Area and in 
the Causeway Bay Typhoon Shelter; 
large scale marine works associated 
with the development of a new cruise 
terminal and Southeast Kowloon off 
Kai Tak; and the construction of the 
Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge.

Marine safety measures are 
ineffective without the awareness 
and co-operation of marine users 
and associations. To address this, 
the Marine Department this year is 
putting together a series of education 
seminars and publicity campaigns to 
highlight proper safety precautions so 
that marine accidents can be reduced 
to a minimum.

Reminded to navigate safely 
during fog season

The annual seminar, hosted by the 
Marine Department, was attended 
by more than 170 representatives 
from the shipping and fishing indus-
tries, as well as masters, coxswains 
and operators of local and river-trade 
vessels.

Topics discussed include the 
application of collision regulations 
in Hong Kong waters; analysis of 
marine accidents and their implica-
tions; maintenance and safe operation 
of ship engines, and the relationship 
between weather information and 
navigational safety.

Apart from speakers from the 
Marine Department and Hong Kong 
Observatory, staff from the Marine 
Police, the Fire Services Department 
and the Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Conservation Department also joined 
the discussions.



HONG KONG MARITIME NEWS

2

43 commended for brave acts at sea
A total of 43 people who had risked 

their lives to rescue others in the 
 waters of Hong Kong last year were 
presented with commendations by the 
Director of Marine, Mr Francis Liu, on 
March 21.

Receiving the commendations were 
21 police officers, five officers from 
the Fire Services Department, two 
 officers of the Marine Department, six 
staff members of  Star Ferry  Company 
 Limited and nine members of the 
 public.

Speaking at the presentation cere-
mony, Mr Liu paid tribute to all the 
awardees for their heroic acts. 

He said, “We cannot avoid all 
 accidents placing people in peril in 
the waters. Without brave and pub-
lic-spirited people like our heroes, 
some lives would have been lost and  
families bereaved. On behalf of the 
Marine Department, I would like to 
express my heartfelt thanks to our 
 heroes who have displayed  exceptional 
bravery and mighty courage.”

Mr Liu stressed the Marine 
 Department, being the administra-
tor of the port, was committed to 
 promoting maritime safety. In this 
 regard,  seminars were held in May and 
December 2011 for exchanging views 

Competitiveness, sustainability of HK as 
int’l maritime centre to be studied

A high-level discussion forum to 
address issues relating to the competi-
tiveness and sustainability of Hong 
Kong as an international maritime 
centre was formed in late 2011.

Speaking at the inauguration 
 ceremony at the Police Officers’ Club 
on December 15, 2011, the convenor 
of the Hong Kong Maritime Forum 
(HKMF), Mr P C So, noted that the 
forum was aimed at communicat-
ing with the Government in a unified 
voice on all maritime related policies.

Mr So said the membership for the 
HKMF was open to all associations, 
institutes, trade unions and organisa-

tions of the industry. He also invited 
those organisations yet to join to take 
action. 

Over 20 member associations from 
various sectors of the industry have 
 already joined the HKMF.

Attending the inauguration cere-
mony included the Secretary for 
Transport and Housing, Ms Eva 
Cheng; the Hon Ms Miriam Lau;  the 
Director of Marine, Mr Francis Liu; 
Standing Member of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Con-
ference Mr C Y Leung, and the New 
People’s Party Chairman, Mrs Regina 
Ip.

Mr PC So (right) presenting a pewter plate 
to the Secretary for Transport and Housing, 
Ms Eva Cheng.

with the Macao Maritime Adminis-
tration and the Guangdong Maritime 
Safety Administration, emphasising 
marine industrial safety.

Apart from that, the Marine 
 Department is committed to  enhance 
the safety of recreational boating 
 activities in the water sport high 
 season. Partnering with the Marine 
Police and the Leisure and Cultural 
Services Department as in the past, an 
annual safety afloat education semi-
nar and other publicity activities will 
take place in May and in the following 
months, to boost public awareness in 
this regard.

The Director of Marine, Mr Francis Liu (centre, second row), pictured with the awardees.
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Shipowners, shipping companies honoured
Awards commending their efforts 

made last year were presented to 
shipowners and shipping companies 
at an annual luncheon jointly hosted 
by the Marine Department and the 
Hong Kong Shipowners Association 
 (HKSOA) on March 9.

The Chairman of the HKSOA, 
Mr Alan Tung, presented the Green 
Awards to recognise the  contribution 
by six shipping companies to the 
 environment, especially in the adop-
tion of low sulphur fuels and improv-
ing the air quality. The awards went 
to COSCO (HK) Shipping Co Ltd, 

Evergreen Marine (Hong Kong) Ltd, 
Orient Overseas Container Line Ltd, 
Maersk Shipping Hong Kong Ltd, 
Fleet Management Ltd and Pacific 
 Basin Shipping (HK) Ltd. 

The Permanent Secretary for 
 Transport and Housing (Transport), 
Mr Francis Ho, presented the 2012 
Best Performance in Port State Con-
trol Inspection Awards to Valles 
Steamship (Canada) Ltd, Chellaram 
Shipping (Hong Kong) Ltd, Parakou 
Shipmanagement Pte Ltd, Seaspan 
Ship Management Ltd and Executive 
Ship Management Pte Ltd.

As the Hong Kong Shipping 
 Register had crossed the 71 million 
gross tonnage (GT) mark on  February 
24, the Director of Marine, Mr  Francis 
Liu, presented awards at the joint 
 luncheon to three companies with 
the highest gross tonnages on the 
 register. The companies were COSCO 
(HK) Shipping Co Ltd, Cido Shipping 
(HK) Co Ltd and Seaspan Corpora-
tion. Also, Valles Steamship (Canada) 
Ltd and GMT Shipping (Hong Kong) 
Ltd were awarded for ship registration 
crossing 60 and 70 million GT marks 
respectively.

The Director of Marine, Mr 
Francis Liu (left), presenting the 
award to COSCO (HK) Shipping 
Co Ltd.

Mr Liu presenting a special 
plaque to GMT Shipping (Hong 
Kong) Ltd, whose ship crossed 
70 million GT mark of the Hong 
Kong Shipping Register.

Mr Liu presenting the award to 
Cido Shipping (HK) Co Ltd.

The Chairman of the Hong Kong 
Shipowners Association, Mr 
Alan Tung (right), presenting 
the Green Award to COSCO (HK) 
Shipping Co Ltd.

Mr Liu presenting the award to 
Seaspan Corporation.

Mr Tung presenting the Green 
Award to Evergreen Marine 
(Hong Kong) Ltd.

Mr Liu presenting a special 
plaque to Valles Steamship 
(Canada) Ltd, whose ship 
crossed 60 million GT mark 
of the Hong Kong Shipping 
Register.

Mr Tung presenting the Green 
Award to Orient Overseas 
 Container Line Ltd.
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Mr Tung presenting the Green 
Award to Maersk Shipping Hong 
Kong Ltd.

Mr Ho, presenting the Phoenix 
Management Award to Cellaram 
Shipping (Hong Kong) Ltd.

Mr Tung presenting the Green 
Award to Fleet Management 
Ltd.

Mr Ho presenting the Unicorn 
Management Award to Parakou 
Shipmanagement Pte Ltd.

Mr Tung presenting the Green 
Award to Pacific Basin Shipping 
(HK) Ltd.

Mr Ho presenting the Pi Xiu 
Management Award to Seaspan 
Ship Management Ltd.

The Permanent Secretary 
for Transport and Housing 
 (Transport), Mr Francis Ho 
(right), presenting the Dragon 
Management Award to Valles 
Steamship (Canada) Ltd.

Mr Ho presenting the Jin 
Chan Management Award to 
 Executive Ship Management 
Pte Ltd.

Recognition of HK as 
int’l maritime centre

Hosting the exhibition called  China 
Maritime 2012 in Hong Kong was 
 recognition of the territory’s role as an 
international maritime centre as well 
as the gateway to the fast-growing 
maritime market in the Mainland of 
China, said the Secretary for Trans-
port and Housing, Ms Eva Cheng 
 (pictured).

Officiating at the open ceremony of 
the biennial event at the Hong Kong 
Convention and Exhibition Centre 
on February 28, Ms Cheng said the 
positioning of Hong Kong as an inter-
national shipping centre as set out in 
the Outline of the 12th Five-Year Plan 
for the National Economic and Social 
Development, gave further impetus to 
the maritime development of Hong 
Kong. 

“Though facing challenges as the 

rest of the maritime world, Hong 
Kong continues to take an active part 
in collective efforts to tackle  emissions 
 control and the development of 
 talents,” she noted. 

Ms Cheng pointed out that to 

 encourage the shipping sector to 
use cleaner fuel while berthing, the 
 Financial Secretary, Mr John Tsang, 
had proposed in the latest Budget that 
as a three-year scheme, port facili-
ties and light dues would be reduced 
by 50% for ocean-going vessels which 
voluntarily switched to low sulphur 
fuel while berthing at the port of Hong 
Kong. 

She also noted that scholarships 
and incentive schemes were set up 
to nurture new talents in the fields of 
maritime law, shipping logistics, ship 
operation and ship repair, in order to 
promote careers with the marine in-
dustry.

Over 2,000 key players in the 
maritime and related fields from 35 
economies attended the event held at 
the centre between February 28 and 
March 1. Apart from the exhibition 
with product presentation seminars, 
two maritime forums and a series of 
social events were featured this year.
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Careers in marine industry beckon
The Marine Department (MD) and 

the Hong Kong Maritime Industry 
Council (MIC) set up booths at the 
Education and Careers Expo 2012 
held between February 9 and 12 at the 
Hong Kong Convention and Exhibi-
tion Centre, attracting many young 
visitors interested in the maritime 
 industry.

At the booths to promote Hong 
Kong as an international maritime 
centre, job seekers and young people 
gained an understanding of the wealth 
of career opportunities in the mari-
time industry both at sea and ashore.

At the MD’s booth, four ranks, 
namely Assistant Marine Controller, 
Marine Inspector II, Marine  Officer 
and Surveyor of Ships, deployed 
 representatives to introduce their 
work and career prospects and answer 
questions from visitors.

Exhibition boards provided ap-

pointments-related information, in-
cluding entry requirements,  principal 
duties and pay scales. Promotion 
 videos of the Marine Officer and 
 Surveyor of Ships ranks were also 
shown.

Also, visitors could try “steering a 
vessel in the harbour” by means of a 
full mission simulator.

In the meantime, an exhibition at 

the MIC’s booth provided visitors 
with information and entry require-
ments for careers in various maritime 
service sectors including ship man-
agement, ship finance, shipbroking, 
marine insurance, maritime law and 
maritime arbitration.

The booth also showcased vari-
ous maritime-related education 
programmes offered by Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University, Vocational 
Training Council’s Maritime Services 
Training Institute and Hong Kong 
 Institute of Vocational Education 
 (Tsing Yi), as well as training incentive 
schemes like the Hong Kong Mari-
time Scholarship Scheme, Sea-going 
 Training Incentive Scheme, and Ship 
Repair Training Incentive Scheme. 
Also, there were sea-going cadets 
present at the booth to share their 
 experience with visitors. A visitor “steering a vessel”.

To further ensure the  quality 
of Hong Kong-registered ships, 
apart from inspections of the Hong 
Kong fleet, the Marine Depart-
ment (MD) would also focus on the 
 quality  control of the ship manage-
ment companies and classification 
 societies, said  the Senior  Surveyor of 
Ships (Security &  Quality  Assurance 
Section) of the MD, Dr  Stephen Li 
(pictured).

Addressing a conference entitled 
“Business of Crisis Media Manage-
ment” of the “Shipping Hong Kong” 
week on February 28, Dr Li noted 
that the implementation of the 
 International Safety Management 
(ISM) Code required ship manage-
ment companies to shoulder greater 
responsibility in managing their 
ships properly. 

He added that the MD had dele-
gated the statutory regular sur-
veys and audit work to classifica-

tion  societies so as to better utilise 
 resources. 

“With the fast expansion of the 
Hong Kong Shipping Register, we 
need to look for a more efficient means 
and proactive approach to the quality 
control system of our flag State,” he 
pointed out. 

Other than the Pre-Registry 
 Quality Control inspection to ships  
of suspected quality intending to join 
the Hong Kong Shipping Register, 
the MD will also conduct Flag State 

 Quality  Control quality inspec-
tion to about five per cent of Hong 
Kong-flagged ships on a selective 
basis. 

With these measures, the Hong 
Kong Shipping Registry is able to 
achieve a reputable and profession-
al service to the shipowners. 

Dr Li stressed that it was essen-
tial to take precautionary measures 
to control the quality of the Hong 
Kong fleet rather than remedial 
measures after detention or serious 
accident. 

Programmes of the five-day 
“Shipping Hong Kong” week held 
 between  February 27 and March 2  
included an exhibition, conferences 
and workshops, aiming to raise the 
awareness on local  shipping experts 
and to introduce various featured 
topics to assist shipping  businesses 
in the Far East.

Focus on ship management co, class 
to safeguard HK ships’ quality
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3 newbuildings joining
HK Shipping Register

Three newbuildings of the 
 Chellaram Shipping (Hong Kong) 
Ltd, widely known as Chellship, are 
 registered in the Hong Kong Shipping 
Registry (HKSR).

Chellship held a naming and deliv-
ery ceremony for a bulk carrier, and a 
naming ceremony for two other bulk 
carriers in the Republic of Korea in 
February. The 80,500 dwt bulk carrier 
Darya Kirthi, meaning the “Fame of 
the Sea”, was named and delivered at a 
shipyard in Jinhae on February 9. Two 
bulk carriers Darya Ganga and Darya 
Jamuna, each having about 36,500 dwt 
and in reverence for India’s sacred 
River Ganges and holy River Yamuna 
respectively, were named at a shipyard 
in Ulsan on February 10. 

The ceremonies were attended by 
a large contingent of guests including 
the Director of Marine, Mr  Francis 
Liu. Upon the completion of the 
 delivery of the Darya Kirthi, Mr Liu 
signed the Certificate of Registration 
and presented it to the Chairman of 
 Chellaram Group, Mr Lal Chellaram.

The Darya Ganga was delivered 
on February 24; the Darya Jamuna is 
scheduled for delivery on April 30.

Mr Chellaram set up Chellship in 
Hong Kong in 1979. Throughout the 
years, it has been a staunch supporter 
of the HKSR. With the latest addition 
of the three vessels, Chellship has 13 
bulkers on the Hong Kong Shipping 
Register.

A group photo at the naming and delivery ceremony of the bulk carrier “Darya Kirthi” in Jinhae. 

The Chief Executive of Maritime and Port 
Authority of Singapore, Mr Lam Yi Yong, 
shared the latest development of the port 
during a visit to the Marine Department. 
Photo shows Mr Lam (left) presenting a 
souvenir to the Director of Marine, Mr 
Francis Liu.
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