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Vessel owners and personnel on 
board must take adequate safety 
precautions and have in place contin-
gency measures for every intended 
voyage, the Director of Marine, Mr 
Roger Tupper said on January 20, 
2011.

Addressing the opening of 
the Navigational Safety Seminar 
organised by the Marine Department 
at the Hong Kong Space Museum, Mr 
Tupper said that personnel on board 
should keep a good lookout, maintain 
a safe speed and fully comply with the 
Collision Regulations once at sea.

He said, “Prior to and during the 
voyage, it is also very important to 
be fully aware of the latest weather 
reports, especially fog and strong 
wind warnings.”

香港特別行政區政府海事處

Mr Tupper emphasised the need 
to proceed at an appropriate and 
safe speed, especially in these days 
of climate change when mist and fog 
could appear outside of the normal 
season.

Of special note in the upcoming 
years, vessel owners and personnel 
on board should exercise particular 
caution in the vicinity of all the existing 
and future marine works in the waters 
of Hong Kong and the Pearl River 
estuary. For instance, reclamation 
work in the Ex-Wan Chai Public 
Cargo Working Area and Causeway 
Bay Typhoon Shelter will last for 
some six years. The construction 
of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao 
Bridge, including reclamation to the 
east of the airport for the Hong Kong 

Safety precautions, contingency measures
imperative for every voyage

Boundary Crossing Facilities, will also 
last for some five years.

The Marine Department will 
publish Marine Department Notices 
to promulgate the various stages of 
these works with navigational safety 
advice.

This year’s Navigational Safety 
Seminar attracted about 160 represen-
tatives from the shipping and fishing 
industries, as well as masters and 
operators of local vessels and river-
trade vessels. They exchanged views 
on points for vessels to note when 
navigating in restricted visibility, safety 
for local vessels at sea, an analysis of 
marine accidents and their implica-
tions, and weather information and 
navigational safety.

Representatives from the Marine 
Police, Fire Services Department, 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conser-
vation Department also joined the 
discussions.

To further promote awareness and 
co-operation among marine users 
and associations, a series of education 
seminars and publicity campaigns are 
launched to highlight proper safety 
precautions so that marine accidents 
can be kept to the minimum.Marine Officer 

Mr Lam Kit on 
safe speeds when 
 navigating.
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A career in marine industry beckons
The Marine Department (MD) and 

the Hong Kong Maritime Industry 
Council (MIC) set up booths at the 
Education and Careers Expo 2011 
held between February 17 and 20 
at the Hong Kong Convention and 

Marine-related fees, charges reduced
Reductions of 24 marine-related 

fees and charges for services provided 
by the Marine Department came into 
effect on March 12, 2011.

The two sets of amendment regula-
tions concerned are the Shipping and 
Port Control (Amendment) Regulation 
2011 and the Merchant Shipping 
(Seafarers) (Fees) (Amendment) Re-
gulation 2011.

The Shipping and Port Control 
(Amendment) Regulation 2011 re-
duces the port facilities and light  
dues by about 20% for ocean-going 
vessels and by about 22% for high-
speed passenger craft plying within 
the river-trade limits.

The Merchant Shipping (Seafarers) 
(Fees) (Amendment) Regulation 2011
reduces the examination fees for 
Certificates of Competency of all 
classes of deck and marine engineer 
officers by about 20%.

The Government reviews the lev-
els of marine-related fees and charges 
regularly according to the “user pays” 
principle and a recent costing review 
showed that there was room for reduc-
ing the above fees and charges, which 
number 24 in total.

A Government spokesman said, 
“The reductions, like similar ones 
implemented in recent years, are just 
one of the measures to enhance the 

competitiveness of the 
Hong Kong Port and our 
maritime industry.

“In particular, the 
examination fee reduction 
represents further efforts 
of the Government to 
encourage more talent to 
pursue careers in the mari-
time sector.   The status of 
Hong Kong as an inter-
national maritime centre 
will be strengthened if a 

Exhibition Centre, attracting many 
young visitors interested in the 
maritime industry.

At the booths to promote Hong 
Kong as an international maritime 
centre, job seekers and young people 

gained an understanding of the wealth 
of career opportunities in the maritime 
industry both at sea and ashore.

At the MD’s booth, four ranks, 
namely Assistant Marine Controller, 
Marine Inspector II, Marine Officer 
and Surveyor of Ships, deployed 
representatives to introduce their 
work and career prospects and answer 
questions from visitors.

Exhibition boards provided appoint-
ments-related information, including 
entry requirements, principal duties 
and pay scales. Promotion videos of 
the Marine Officer and Surveyor of 
Ships ranks were also shown.

Also, visitors tried “steering a ship” 
in the harbour by means of a full 
mission simulator.

In the meantime, an exhibition at 
the MIC’s booth provided visitors with 
information and entry requirements 

stronger and larger pool of marine 
professionals is available.”

The reductions will reduce Govern-
ment revenue by about $46.4 million 
each year.

The Merchant Shipping (Seafarers) 
(Fees) (Amendment) Regulation 2011 
has also deleted six obsolete fee items 
relating to oral examinations for sea-
farers’ licences, which are no longer 
held.

Visitors interested in the exhibits at Marine Department’s booth.
continued on page 3



“Gateway to Maritime Career” seminar.

for careers in various maritime service 
sectors including ship management, 
ship finance, shipbroking, marine 
insurance, maritime law and maritime 
arbitration.

The booth also showcased vari-
ous maritime-related education pro-
grammes offered by the Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University, the Vocational 
Training Council’s Maritime Services 
Training Institute and the Hong Kong 
Institute of Vocational Education 
(Tsing Yi), as well as training incentive 
schemes like the Hong Kong Maritime 
Scholarship Scheme, the Sea-going 
Training Incentive Scheme, and the

Ship Repair Training Incentive 
Scheme.

On February 17, visitors attended 
the “Gateway to Maritime Career” 
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A career in marine industry 
beckons

continued from page 2

28 commended for saving lives at sea
On March 25, 2011, the Director of 

Marine, Mr Roger Tupper, presented 
commendations to 28 people who 
risked their lives to rescue others in 
Hong Kong waters last year.

The awardees were 17 police 
officers, six staff members of the Hong 
Kong Pilots Association Limited and 
five members of the public. 

Among them, a police consta-
ble, Mr Lee Tsz-wai, was specially 
commended for taking part in rescu-
ing others in two separate incidents 
last July and September. On July 3, 
2010, Mr Lee and nine other award-
ees helped rescuing a number of crew 
and passengers from a Macao-bound 
helicopter which had ditched in 

Awardees 
pictured with 
the Director 
of Marine, Mr 
Roger Tupper 
(centre, back 
row).

Victoria Harbour off Sheung Wan.
The youngest awardee was 16-year-

old Mr Cheng Ka-ho. Last July, he 
saved a woman who had jumped into 
the sea off Tsim Sha Tsui East.

Speaking at the presentation cere-
mony, Mr Tupper paid tribute to 
all the awardees for their selfless  
acts.

“Without brave and public-spirited 
people, some lives would have been 
lost and families bereaved last year. 
On behalf of the Marine Department, 
I would like to express my heartfelt 
thanks to our heroes, who displayed 
exceptional bravery and mighty 
courage,” he said.

Police constable Mr Lee Tsz-wai (left) 
 specially commended for rescuing others 
on two separate occasions.

seminar to gain more understanding 
on job opportunities in the maritime 
industry.
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Piracy and maritime security
discussed at seminar

At a seminar on piracy and 
 maritime security, the Director of 
Marine, Mr Roger Tupper, highlighted 
the  protection provided by the PLA 
for Hong Kong-flagged ships and 
 suggested how the use of mother ships 
in piracy attacks could be countered.

At the seminar on March 28 pre-
sented by the Hong Kong Centre 
for Maritime and Transportation 
Law, City University of Hong Kong, 
Mr Tupper said that Hong Kong-
registered ships transiting the Gulf 
of Aden have been protected by the 
Chinese naval convoy which has  
been providing escorts since early 
2009 for merchant ships requesting 
assistance.

The Marine Department (MD) 
is responsible for the co-ordination 
with the naval convoy for Hong Kong-
registered ships. Once the monthly 
convoy schedule is confirmed, the 
MD issues a circular to company 
security officers and publishes it on its 
website to facilitate early planning by 

shipowners and operators who wish 
their ships to join the convoys.

Thanks to improved naval cover of 
different countries in the region, there 
has been a significant decline from  
117 attacks in 2009 to 53 attacks in 
2010.

Mr Tupper also noted that the MD 
in principle does not encourage the 
carriage of weapons on board ships 
as it is believed that their use will lead 
to an escalation of the situation and a 
greater risk to the crew.

On the other hand, when ships 
are passing through known piracy 
areas with no naval protection and 
it is felt to be in the best interest of 
crew and ship safety and security to 
carry weapons, the MD will advise 
that security consultants, lawyers 
and all other parties involved in the 
voyages such as insurance companies, 
charterers, class and crew have to be 
thoroughly consulted on the legal 
situations, liability issues, etc that can 
arise from weapons on board.

“Piracy and Maritime Security” seminar.

PLA convoy for Hong 
Kong-registered ships 
in the Gulf of Aden.

Experience of PSC shared at 
Mumbai seminar

At a seminar in Mumbai, India 
attended by some 500 seafarers and 
representatives from shipping com- 
panies and governments around the 
world, the Director of Marine, Mr 
Roger Tupper, shared Hong Kong’s 
experience of Port State Control (PSC) 
inspections.

The annual seafarer seminar, with 
the theme “Role of Complacency 
in Accidents”, was organised by the 

Anglo-Eastern Group from March 1 
to 2, 2011.

Mr Tupper told the seminar that the 
Marine Department (MD) is respon- 
sible for the PSC activities to ensure 
that ships visiting the port of 
Hong Kong comply with the safety 
and marine pollution prevention 
requirements.

At present, six PSC Officers, who are 
competent surveyors, are responsible 

for carrying out PSC inspections for 
15% of individual ships visiting Hong 
Kong which numbers about 730 ships 
a year.

The detention rate of PSC in Hong 
Kong over the last three years has 
decreased from 4.11% to 2.86%. A 
similar trend is seen on the deficiency 
rate that fell from 3.55 to 2.27 deficien-
cies per inspection in the same period. 
The statistics indicate a gradual 
improvement in the safety standard 
for the ships visiting Hong Kong.

In 2010, the most frequent 

continued on page 5
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Port State Control Officer at work.Hundreds of guests attending the annual seafarer seminar in Mumbai.

detainable deficiencies identified are: 
(1) fire safety measures occupying 
20% of the total detainable deficien-
cies, such as deficient emergency fire 
pumps; (2) life saving equipment at 
16% such as life buoys and lifeboats; 
(3) loadline items at 14% such as 
ventilators; (4) general safety at 11% 
such as ship structures, and machin-
ery and electrical appliances; and 

(5) MARPOL items at 10% such as 
oil water separators. This informa-
tion is periodically promulgated to 
the shipowners and masters of Hong 
Kong-registered ships to heighten 
their state of awareness when meeting 
overseas PSC inspections.

Mr Tupper also noted that as a major 
flag state, the MD collects the PSC 
information of Hong Kong-registered 
ships from all PSC MOU regimes to 
evaluate the performance of the fleet. 
The general performance of the Hong 
Kong-registered ships is better than 

the average performance of the world 
fleet. In particular, the detention 
rate of Hong Kong-registered ships 
is about one-third of the worldwide 
average.

To further promote the culture of 
safety awareness of the fleet, the MD 
has organised the “Best Performance 
in PSC Award” to the top five ship 
management companies with out-
standing PSC performance of their 
fleets.

continued from page 4

Experience of PSC shared at 
Mumbai seminar

Maritime training facilities 
aim for quality seafarers

During the annual seafarer seminar 
entitled “Role of Complacency in 
Accidents”, arrangements were made 
for the visiting shipowners and 
government representatives to see 
for themselves two maritime training 
facilities run by the Anglo-Eastern 

Group to foster a steady supply of 
quality seafarers.

Occupying a total area of over 1,560 
square metres, the Anglo-Eastern 
Maritime Training Centre (AEMTC) 
is equipped with navigation, engine, 
and liquid and gas cargo handling 

simulators and an auditorium. The 
AEMTC offers courses, such as bridge 
team management courses, approved 
by certifying bodies in the UK and 
India.

Inaugurating an instrumenta-
tion trainer for coaching marine 
engi-neers in the field of automation 
and control systems, the Director of 
Marine, Mr Roger Tupper, noted at 
the AEMTC that such training equip-
ment was necessary to create onboard 
situations and control processes to 
educate the engineers in the field of 
trouble shooting and fault finding. He 
added that ship management com- 
panies had to advance with tech-
nology, and that training did not come 
second to any other shipping activities.

Shipowners and government repre-
sentatives attending the seminar also 
visited a pre-sea training facility, the 
Anglo-Eastern Maritime Academy 
(AEMA), which is situated on the 
outskirts of Mumbai. Established in 
2009, the AEMA trains some 240 deck 
and engineer trainees each year. The 
courses on offer include a one-year 
Diploma in Nautical Science affiliated 
to the Indian Maritime University and 
a one-year Marine Engineering course 
for graduate mechanical engineers.
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World largest container ship joins HKSR
On January 15, 2011, the naming 

ceremony of the world largest 
container ship to date, the mv CSCL 
STAR of China Shipping Group, took 
place in Busan, the Republic of Korea. 
The same date marked the ship’s entry 
in the Hong Kong Shipping Register 
(HKSR).

The 14,100-teu CSCL STAR has a 
length overall of 351.5 metres and a 
breadth of 51.2 metres. With a gross 
tonnage of 150,853, the CSCL STAR 
is the first of the eight 14,100-teu 

ultra-large container ships being built 
jointly by Samsung Heavy Industries 
and China Shipping. A total of 640,000 
man-hours was taken to build the 
CSCL STAR.

Guests from around the world 
attended the naming ceremony. 
Among them were the President of 
China Shipping, Mr Li Shaode, and 
the Director of Marine, Mr Roger 
Tupper.

Throughout the years, China 
Shipping has been a staunch supporter 

A group photo at the 
naming ceremony 
of the CSCL STAR in 
Busan.

of the HKSR. By April 2011, 22 ships 
of the company have been registered 
with the HKSR.

Established in 1990, the HKSR 
celebrated its 20th Anniversary last 
year. With the joining of the CSCL 
STAR and its sister ship mv CSCL 
VENUS by end-April, the gross 
tonnage of the HKSR would accumu-
late to 58,922,740, making it one of 
the top four shipping registers in the 
world.


