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A series of activities aiming 
to raise public awareness of 

Hong Kong’s maritime in-
dustry is to be held dur-

ing Maritime Awareness 
Week (MAW) from  October 

25 to 31, 2010.
With “Go Maritime, See the World” 

as the slogan, MAW shows the sig-
nificance of the maritime industry 
and the contributions of seafarers to 
society. It is also intended to promote 
careers in the maritime industry to 
young people during the week.

In addition, MAW will represent 
Hong Kong’s main contribution to the 
International Maritime Organization’s 
(IMO) Year of the Seafarer and mark 
the 20th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the autonomous Hong Kong 
Shipping Registry.

On October 25, 2010, the week will 
start off with an opening ceremony 
and reception, where invited guests 
will be treated to an exhibition of 
 maritime memorabilia and models.

Throughout MAW, several talks 
by  representative professionals from 
the maritime industry will be given 
to students of selected universi-
ties. The  topics will range from ship 
 chartering, maritime insurance, 
 finance to law. Participating institutes 
and  programmes include the Faculty 
of Law, the University of Hong Kong, 
the  Department of  Logistics and Mar-
itime Studies, the Hong Kong Poly-
technic University, and the Master of 
Laws (Maritime and Transportation 
Law), the City  University of Hong 
Kong.

On October 26, 2010, there will 
be a full-day seminar organised by 
the Hong Kong Shipowners Asso-
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ciation and Hong 
Kong Seamen’s 
Union. The semi-
nar will cover the 
 Maritime  Labour 
Convention, Chi-
na Oil  Pollution 
Regulation and 
 Maritime Secu-
rity. China re-
cently introduced 
new legislation 
similar to that of 
the United States, 
which requires 
all  vessels visit-
ing the country 
to have an agree-
ment with an 
approved local 
 pollution con-
tractor to ensure 
a rapid response 
to any pollution 
incident. The topic is timely and may 
shed light on how it will work in prac-
tice.

October 27, 2010 is  designated 
“Think Maritime Day”, and will 
 feature career talks and a tree-plant-
ing  ceremony. Volunteers from the 
 industry will give career talks at about 
10 selected secondary and post- 
secondary schools or institutes, while 
guests will attend a tree-planting 
 ceremony at the Maritime Services 
Training Institute in Tuen Mun.

October 28, 2010 will be “Seafarer’s 
Day”, highlighting the opening of a 
new study centre at the Hong Kong 
Seamen’s Union. This centre will be 
equipped with a library and comput-
ers which will be used by youngsters 
preparing for professional maritime 

A week to heighten maritime awareness 
among the general public

examinations. Separately, the Mari-
ners’ Clubs in Tsim Sha Tsui and Kwai 
Chung will also be open to seafarers 
to commemorate the International 
 Maritime Organization’s Year of the 
Seafarer and to recognise the contribu-
tion of seafarers of all nationalities. A 
church service dedicated to  seafarers 
will also be observed at St Peter’s 
Church, Mariners’ Club in Tsim Sha 
Tsui. At night, a charity  dinner at the 
club will mark the  dedication by the 
Port Welfare Committee and shipping 
companies.

October 29, 2010 will bring a com-
memorative luncheon to formally 
mark the 20th anniversary of the 
 establishment of the autonomous 
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Fair treatment of seafarers
Seafarers, like any other persons, 

should be entitled to fair treatment, 
and criminalising foreign  seafarers 
to pacify the sufferers and please 
the politicians was an act of out-
right  victimisation and should never 
be  accepted, noted the Director of 
 Marine, Mr Roger Tupper.

Addressing the Maritime Sympo-
sium at the Mariners’ Club on October 
5, 2010 on the subject of fair treatment 
of seafarers, Mr Tupper said there had 
been an increasing tendency to  initiate 

criminal proceedings against  seafarers 
following serious marine pollution 
 accidents in recent years. 

The early cases of this  phenomenon 
were the Prestige in 2002 and  Tasman 
Spirit in 2003. These incidents  involved 
the detention of seafarers on criminal 
charges for prolonged periods of time 
despite flimsy evidence.

While we should be sympathetic 
to those citizens affected by serious 
incidents, Mr Tupper noted that in 
certain cases criminalising foreign 

seafarers was used to shift the public 
focus away from the responsibility of 
the concerned authorities themselves 
in preventing the accidents or con-
taining damage after the events. The 
presumptions of criminal guilt led 
to the arrests and detentions of sea-
farers even before any preliminary 
 conclusions could be drawn on the 
causes of the accidents.

The Secretary-General of the 
 International Maritime Organiza-
tion, Mr Efthimios Mitropoulos, has 

Guangdong, Hong Kong sign 
SAR co-operation arrangement

On behalf of the Hong Kong  Special 
Administrative Region  Government, 
the Deputy Director of Marine, 
Mr Francis Liu, signed a “Guang-
dong and Hong Kong Co-operation 
 Arrangement on Search and Rescue at 
Sea” with the Guangdong Provincial 
 Government on September 16, 2010 
in Guangzhou.

A spokesman for the Marine 
 Department said that to enhance co-
operation between Hong Kong and 
Guangdong in search and  rescue 
(SAR) operations at sea so as to 
 render  assistance more  efficiently 
and  effectively to people in  distress, 
the  arrangement is aimed to spell 
out  procedures in co-operation 
 between Hong Kong Maritime Rescue 
 Co-ordination Centre (HKMRCC),  
Hong Kong Aeronautical Rescue Co-
ordination Centre (HKARCC) and 
Guangdong Maritime Rescue Co- 

ordination Centre (GDMRCC) during 
SAR  operations.

Traditionally, Hong Kong’s re-
sponsible maritime SAR region is 
the  waters within its boundary and 
the  international waters in the South 
China Sea. The HKMRCC, under the 
ambit of the Marine Department, 
is responsible to co-ordinate SAR 
 operations for maritime incidents in 
the SAR region.

On the aeronautical side, the 
HKARCC, managed by the Civil 
 Aviation Department, is  responsible 
to co-ordinate SAR operations for 
ditched aircraft within its Flight 
 Information Region, which overlaps 
part of Hong Kong’s maritime SAR 
region.

Managed by the Guangdong Pro-
vincial Government, the  GDMRCC 
is responsible for both maritime and 
aeronautical SAR operations within 

its provincial land and waters within 
12 nautical miles from the coast line 
of the Guangdong Province.

The three centres are functioning 
independently in their daily work.

However, in SAR operations, 
there are high chances of  depleting 
the  resources of an RCC. Thus, 
 assistance from other SAR organisa-
tions will greatly raise the effective-
ness of SAR operations under these 
 circumstances. In 2009, there were 11 
SAR cases in which the HKMRCC and 
GDMRCC co-operated, saving a total 
of 49  people; till September 30 this 
year, there were 10 other cases and 38 
people were saved.

Nevertheless a documented and 
mutually agreed cooperation proce-
dure will further enhance efficiency 
which will benefit people in distress.

The arrangement which is  written 
in Chinese is applicable to SAR 
 operations at sea. It contains an  Annex 
specifying the procedures for SAR air-
craft crossing counterpart’s boundary 
and landing in counterpart’s area.

In drafting the arrangement, Hong 
Kong’s Security Bureau, Marine 
 Department, Civil Aviation Depart-
ment, Government Flying Service, 
Hong Kong Police Force, and Fire 
Services Department were involved, 
and the Immigration Department, 
Customs and Excise Department and 
Department of Justice had been con-
sulted.

On behalf of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government, the Deputy Director of 
Marine, Mr Francis Liu (first left), signs a “Guangdong and Hong Kong Co-operation Arrangement 
on Search and Rescue at Sea” with the Guangdong Provincial Government at the 13th Plenary of 
the Hong Kong/Guangdong Co-operation Joint Conference. 
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This year the autonomous Hong 
Kong Shipping Registry (HKSR), 
which has been growing strong, 
 celebrates its 20th anniversary.

At the beginning of 2010, there 
was a total of 44.9 million gross re-
gistered tonnes (GRT) on the HKSR. 
On September 30, 2010, the HKSR 
crossed the 53.8 million gross ton-
nage mark, representing a 19.8 per 
cent growth in nine months’ time. 
In addition, approximately another 
three million GRT is in the pipeline 
pending registration, not to mention 
continuous enquiries on registration 
under the Hong Kong flag. Hong 
Kong fleet comprises of about 1,678 
ships, among which are about 1,451 
ocean-going cargo ships.

Despite the significant growth 
and size, the quality of the fleet has 
been maintained. While the  Marine 
Department has launched new 
measures to further strengthen the 
fleet’s quality, the detention rate of 
Hong Kong-registered ships is well 
below the world average.

With sustained efforts made by 
the Marine Department in con-
junction with the shipowners and 
 industry, the HKSR has become one 
of the quality registries in the world. 

The Marine Department would 
like to thank the shipowners and 
 industry for their support and advice 
in the last two decades, enabling the 
services to improve continuously.

HKSR celebrates 
20th anniversary

said that the relevant international 
Conventions covering marine pollu-
tion, maritime safety and the law of 
the sea are not drafted with the aim of 
requiring criminal sanctions for non-
compliance. Yet criminalisation and 
mal-treatment of seafarers in accident 
cases continue.

Regardless of the  motive, penalising 
seafarers for accidents they had tried 
their utmost to  prevent, or crimes 
they had not committed, was a trag-
edy not only for  individuals and their 
families far away but for the aim of 
keeping  experienced persons at sea to 
operate ships safely, Mr Tupper said.

What was needed, he pointed 
out, was to redress the  balance of 
 assumption of guilt when considering 
prosecutions in all incidents.

“Such fair treatment needs to 
start with a better understanding 
and  recognition of the importance of 
 seafarers to our community.  Hopefully 
the upcoming Maritime Awareness 
Week will go some way to address this 
in Hong Kong.”

Mr Tupper said that Flag States and 
affected States should communicate 
and investigate the accidents in order 
to find out the causes. The Marine 
 Department is working closely with its 
counterparts to achieve this end.
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Hong Kong Shipping Registry. Several 
awards will be presented to  companies 
and individuals who have  supported 
the Sea-going Training Incentive 
Scheme. The scheme, introduced in 
2004, aims to attract youngsters by 
offering them incentives to join the 
maritime industry and become home-
grown sea- going professionals. In 
May this year, the Finance Committee 
of the Legislative Council approved a 
$19.2 million commitment to further 
support the scheme.

On October 29, 2010, there will 
also be an afternoon  seminar organ-
ised by the Hong Kong Shipown-
ers  Association and Civic Exchange 
to present the findings of a major 
 research project on ship-sourced pol-
lution.

As for the weekend, the Maritime 
Fair cum Government Dockyard 
Open Day will be held on  Stonecutters  
Island on October 30, 2010. There 
will be  parades by the Hong Kong Sea 
 Cadet Corps, visits to government 
 vessels and vessel repairing work-
shops, a display of the largest ship 
anchor in the world, and exhibitions 
mounted by the maritime industry 
and maritime-related government 

Heighten maritime awareness

continued from page 1  departments. Free admission  tickets 
are available at the  Aberdeen  Marine 
 Office, Sai Kung  Marine  Office of the 
Marine  Department and the Public 
 Enquiry Service  Centre of Sham Shui 
Po District Office on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Free transport to 
the Government Dockyard by launch 
or shuttle bus will be provided for 
admission ticket holders aged 10 or 
above.

To round off MAW, the maritime 
industry will hold a Beach  Cleaning 
Day at Hung Shing Yeh Beach on 
 Lamma Island on  October 31, 2010. 
About 150 people will take part in this 
activity to disseminate the environ-
mental protection message by keeping 
the harbour clean.

MAW is jointly organised by 
the Hong Kong Maritime Industry 
 Council and Hong Kong  Shipowners 
 Association. Supporting groups 
include the Marine Department, 
Hong Kong General Chamber of 
 Commerce, Hong Kong Institute 
of Marine Technology, Hong Kong 
Joint Branch of RINA and  IMarEST, 
Hong Kong  Maritime Museum, Hong 
Kong  Seamen’s Union, Institute of 
 Seatransport, Nautical Institute, 
Hong Kong Branch, Sailors’ Home 
& Missions to Seamen and Women’s 
International Shipping & Trading 

Maritime trade, the first truly global 
 business, continues to be the foundation of 
globalisation. By joining maritime profes-
sions, we can be in touch with different parts 
of the world, broadening our horizons. 

Echoing MAW’s slogan “Go Maritime, See the 
World”, the logo depicts a number of global 
landmarks against a background of a blue 
ocean-going vessel. The vibrantly coloured 
logo is geared towards attracting young 
energetic people to interesting maritime 
careers.  

(HK) Association. Tai Chong Cheang 
Steamship Co (HK) Ltd, Valles Steam-
ship Company Limited and Clarkson 
Asia Limited are the major sponsors 
of MAW.

For details of the activities, please 
visit www.maritimeawarenessweek.
org.hk.
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Fishing Moratorium Seminar 2010 presents 
fishing vessel survey authorisation, 
innovative technology

The Fishing Moratorium Semi-
nar 2010, co-organised by the Local 
Vessels Safety Branch of the Marine 
Department, Hong Kong Fishermen 
Consortium and Hong Kong Fisher-
men Welfare Promotion Association, 
was held at the Ap Lei Chau Commu-
nity Hall in Aberdeen on July 2, 2010.

The seminar was attended by nearly 
200 participants, including officials or 
representatives from the Guangdong 
Register of Fishing Vessels, Guang-
dong Fishery Insurance Association, 
Guangdong Fishing Vessel and  Fishery 
Machinery Association and various 
manufacturers of fishery products in 
the province.

The theme of seminar was “Guang-
dong-Hong Kong mobile fishing  vessel 
survey authorisation cum innovative 
technology for fishing vessels”.

The four topical talks in the  seminar 

covered various aspects. They were:  
1. “The progress of fishing vessel 
survey authorisation” by the Senior 
Surveyor of Ships of Marine Depart-
ment Mr WF Leung, who presented 
the progress of authorisation for the 
Guangdong Register of Fishing  Vessels 
to conduct surveys of local fishing 
 vessels; 2. “Diesel engine exhaust heat 
energy refrigeration technology” by 
Foshan Dadongnan Electrical Appli-
ances Co Ltd on how to make use of 
diesel engine exhaust heat energy to 
produce ice for keeping the freshness 
of catches of fish; 3. “Introduction on 
life rafts of fishing vessels” by Ever-
saling Shipping & Equipment Co Ltd 
and Shanweishi Shipping Equipment 
Co Ltd on the promotion of adopting 
life rafts on fishing vessels; 4. “Intro-
duction of the environmental diesel 
engines produced by China” by Tong 

Zhou (Electrical) Trading Co Ltd on 
environmental diesel engines which 
were self-developed and manufac-
tured in the mainland.

After the talks, participants 
 proceeded to the seaside of Aberdeen 
for a demonstration of life rafts. Crew 
illustrated how to release three differ-
ent types of life rafts onto the sea and 
turn over an upside-down life raft.

The Fishing Moratorium Seminar 
2010 provided an important platform 
for related maritime authorities and 
the fishery sector to exchange ideas 
and learn about innovative fishery 
technology. Participants were given 
the chance to further understand the 
latest technological development and 
mechanism of survey authorisation 
involving fishing vessels.

A group photo at Fishing Moratorium Seminar 2010. A demonstration of life rafts. 
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APEC Port Services Network 
meets in Shanghai

The APEC Port Services Net-
work’s (APSN) workshop on Free 
Trade Zones (FTZ) at ports and third 
 meeting of its Council were held in 
Shanghai in September, in which 
about 60 representatives of the APEC 
Economies participated. 

The Director of Marine, Mr  Roger 
Tupper, attended the meetings on 
 behalf of the Hong Kong Special 
 Administrative Region Government.

The one-day workshop on 
 September 15, 2010 had a programme 
of three sessions and a technical tour.

The opening session was followed by 
a session for presentations on the FTZ 
in North America including  “Benefits 
of Foreign Trade Zones in Canada” 
and “US Ports and Foreign Trade 
Zones Program”. Another  session was 

devoted to the FTZ  development in 
Asia. There were presentations on 
“Development of Port and Bonded 
Area in Shanghai”, “The Best Practice 
of the FTZ Operation in GwangYang 
Port”, and “Development of Port and 
Free Trade Zones in China”.

The technical tour was to the 
Shanghai Waigaoqiao Bonded Area.

Following the workshop was 
the APSN Council Meeting from 
 September 16 to 17, 2010. It consisted 
of three sessions, in which members 
reviewed the work accomplished by 
the APSN in the past year, discussed 
the progress of the items of work in 
progress and also developed the APSN 
Action Plan for the coming year.

Highlights of the meeting  included 
a proposal to create a senior body 

to be named the APSN Advisory 
Board, with industry leaders from the 
port and port-related industries as 
 members; the APSN Report on Asia-
Pacific Port Development 2009; and a 
workshop on Green Ports that would 
be held during the next Council meet-
ing.

The APSN was officially  established 
and came into operation in  November 
2008. Fourteen of the 21 APEC 
 Economies have nominated  senior 
officials from their administra-
tion to serve as Council Members 
of the APSN Council. In addition, 
the APSN now has a regular mem-
bership of about 106, among which 
nine  Corporate Members and three 
 Individual  Members are from Hong 
Kong.

Members of the APSN Council pose for a group photo. 
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Visits

Senior Marine Officer/Planning & Development, Mr T F Li (right), 
 explaining the work of the Marine Department to the Deputy  Director 
General, Development Strategy Institute, Ministry of Planning and 
Investment of Vietnam, Mr Ba An Nguyen (left), and his delegation. 

The Commercial Manager of Mexican Lazaro Cardenas Port 
 Administration, Mr Julian Perez (second right), shares the latest 
 development of the port during a visit to the Marine Department.

The Chairman of the US Federal Maritime 
Commission, Mr Richard A. Lidinsky, Jr paid a 
visit to the Marine Department, exchanging 
views on a wide range of topics, including 
container business, liners in the Asian cargo 
market, relationship between terminals and 
carriers, competition law, global  business 
changing and mitigation measures for 
 maritime emissions. Photo shows the 
Director of Marine, Mr Roger Tupper (right), 
presenting a souvenir to Mr Lidinsky.

Heading a government and 
business delegation for a visit to 
Hong Kong, the Dutch Minister 
for Transport, Public Works and 
Water Management, Mr Camiel 
Eurlings (second right), is briefed by 
Marine Department officers on the 
 operation of the port of Hong Kong 
on board the “Tin Hau”.

Mr Eurlings learning at the Vessel 
Traffic Centre how the Vessel Traffic 
Services work.
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