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The Director of Marine, Mr Roger 
Tupper, reminded boaters and 
swimmers on water sports safety amid 
the growing enthusiasm for boating 
pursuits.

Speaking at the fifth Safety Afloat 
Educational Seminar held on May 
27, 2010 at the Hong Kong Space 
Museum, Mr Tupper said as Hong 
Kong citizens were increasingly fond 
of swimming and other water sports 
activities outside swimming pools, 
they were strongly advised that a 
swimmer should realise his or her 
own ability and any physical weakness 
and should never make the first long 
distance swim from a boat.

Mr Tupper said, “He or she should 
firstly get trained and confident in 
swimming pools or at gazetted beaches 
before swimming from a boat. An 
intelligent swimmer is a confident but 
careful swimmer who does not swim 
alone nor goes swimming after eat-
ing a heavy meal and drinking alcohol 
aboard the boat.” 

On the other hand, marine safety 
measures are ineffective without the 
awareness and co-operation of boaters. 
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To ensure the safety of persons and 
boats, boaters must be very careful 
and sensitive to a variety of challenging 
weather conditions such as tropical 
storms, local thunderstorms, heavy 
rain and fog which can adversely affect 
both boat driving and swimming 
safety.

Over the past few years, serious 
or fatal marine accidents involving 
swimmers and boaters had unfortu-
nately occurred especially in waters 
adjacent to popular beaches during 
the summer season. Mr Tupper noted 
that the number of marine casu-
alty cases involving pleasure vessels, 
banana boats and jet-skis fell in the 
past year. According to the Marine 
Department’s record, the number of 
these cases was down from eight in 
2008 to five in 2009.

He said, “The significant reduction 
in the cases is encouraging and proves 
that our campaign is having the desired 
impact. However, we should not be 
complacent and this year’s campaign 
needs to be sustained to ensure that 
the message of safety first continues to 
reach the public loud and clear.”

Boaters, swimmers reminded of
water sports safety

The Vice-chairman of Hong Kong Underwater 
Association, Mr Alfred Au, presenting the 
points to note about diving safety.

The fifth Safety Afloat Educational 
Seminar was jointly organised by the 
Marine Department, the Hong Kong 
Police Force and the Leisure and 
Cultural Services Department. It was 
attended by more than 158 people 
this year, including representatives 
of various government departments 
like the Fire Services Department, the 
Customs and Excise Department, the 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conser-
vation Department, the Hong Kong 
Observatory, and marine recreational 
associations, related industries and 
water sports enthusiasts.

STH leads shipping mission to Malaysia
The Secretary for Transport and 

Housing, Ms Eva Cheng, led a ship-
ping mission to Malaysia on June 28, 
2010 to promote Hong Kong as an 
international maritime centre and a 
premier hub port.

The delegation comprised members 
of the Hong Kong Maritime Industry 
Council (MIC) and Hong Kong Port 
Development Council (PDC), industry 
leaders and the Legislative Councillor 

representing the transport constitu-
ency, Ms Miriam Lau.

A Transport and Housing Bureau 
spokesman said that the Government 
attached great importance to the ship-
ping industry’s development and had 
been working in close co-operation 
with the MIC to promote Hong Kong’s 
maritime services and to strengthen 
Hong Kong’s position as a maritime 
hub.

The visit to Malaysia, which 
followed similar missions to Vietnam 
and Shanghai last year, was the fifth 
such mission since 2007.

Ms Cheng met the country’s 
Minister of Transport, Dato’ Sri Kong 
Cho Ha, and Minister of International 
Trade and Industry, Dato’ Sri Mustapa 
Bin Mohamed, in Kuala Lumpur.

continued on page 2
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GD-HK-Macao joint maritime exercise
successfully held east of Macao

A joint search and rescue exercise 
was successfully held by the maritime 
administrations of Guangdong, Hong 
Kong and Macao in the waterway east 
of Macau International Airport on 
June 10, 2010.

The Guangdong Provincial Public 
Security Bureau, the Unitary Police 
Service of the Macao Special Admin-
istrative Region, and the Maritime 
Rescue Co-ordination Centre of the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region co-ordinated the exercise with 
the Macao Maritime Administra-
tion acting as the chief co-ordinator 
responsible for the overall planning 
and execution. 

Other participating units included 
the Emergency Management Office of 
the Government of Guangdong Prov-

STH leads shipping mission to 
Malaysia

The delegation also attended a 
seminar entitled “Hong Kong - Your 
Partner for Success in the Maritime 
World” on June 29, 2010.

Delivering a keynote speech at a 
luncheon, Ms Cheng said that Hong 
Kong, with its full range of profession-
als, was well-positioned to be a partner 
to the Malaysian shipping industry in 
taking advantage of new opportunities 
offered by expanding maritime trade.

Ms Cheng said, “The delegates 
travelling with me on this visit are our 
industry leaders, and many of them 
also serve on the Hong Kong Maritime 
Industry Council and Hong Kong Port 
Development Council, which are the 
Government’s most important port 
and maritime advisory bodies.”

Delegates who spoke at the 
seminar, organised by the MIC, PDC 
and co-organised by the Hong Kong 
Trade Development Council, the 
Hong Kong International Arbitration 
Centre and the Hong Kong Stock 
Exchange, introduced Hong Kong’s 
quality services in ship management, 
arbitration, ship broking, ship finance, 
capital formation and maritime 
insurance.

From left: Hong Kong Maritime Industry Council member Dr Frank Tsao; the Secretary for Transport 
and Housing Ms Eva Cheng; the Malaysian Minister of Transport Dato’ Sri Kong Cho Ha, and Hong 
Kong Maritime Industry Council member Ms Miriam Lau.

Ms Eva Cheng meets the Malaysian Minister of 
International Trade and Industry, Dato’ Sri Mustapa 
Bin Mohamed.

Ms Eva Cheng delivers a speech at a 
luncheon after a seminar on Hong 
Kong’s maritime services.

Passengers being evacuated from a 
catamaran.

continued from page 1

ince, the Guangdong Maritime Safety 
Administration, the Nanhai No.1 
Rescue Flying Service of the Ministry 
of Transport, the Macao Customs 
Service, the Macao Fire Services 
Bureau, the Macao Civil Aviation 
Authority, the Macao Health Bureau, 
and the Government Flying Service of 
Hong Kong.

The 1.5-hour exercise started at 
2.30pm and was conducted smoothly. 
It simulated a scenario in which two 
Hong Kong-Macao high-speed craft 
collided four nautical miles east of the 
south-end of the Macau International 
Airport runway. Twenty-two passen-
gers were injured. 

After receiving distress signals, 
the Macao Maritime Administration 
promptly alerted various departments, 

including the Macao Customs Service 
to take the necessary emergency 
action. As the accident was serious, the 

continued on page 3
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Guangdong Rescue and Co-ordination 
Centre and the Hong Kong Maritime 
Rescue Co-ordination Centre were 
also alerted. 

A joint search and rescue opera-
tion was mounted. Search and rescue 
resources were tasked to the scene for 
assistance. The Government Flying 
Service of Hong Kong also deployed a 
helicopter to the scene to help in the 
search and rescue effort that ensued.

As the sea passenger transport 

A Hong Kong GFS helicopter and a tugboat 
participating in the joint exercise.

Two HK-flagged newbuildings named 
A longtime supporter of the Hong 

Kong Shipping Register (HKSR), 
Chellaram Shipping (Hong Kong) 
Ltd, widely known as Chellship, held a 
naming ceremony for two newly-built 
bulk carriers at a shipyard in Jinhae, 
the Republic of Korea on May 20, 
2010.

The vessels were named Darya Jyoti 
and Darya Moti, meaning “Light of 
the Sea” and “Pearl of the Sea” respec-
tively.

The Darya Jyoti and Darya Moti 
have a deadweight of about 80,500 
metric tons each. Both vessels are 
registered on the HKSR and classed 
by the DNV. They were launched in 
March and April 2010 respectively.

A large contingent of overseas 
guests, staff from various offices of the 
Chellaram Group and representatives 
of the Hong Kong Special Adminis-
trative Region Government, includ-
ing the Director of Marine, Mr Roger 
Tupper, attended the ceremony.

Chellaram Shipping was set up in 
Hong Kong in 1979 by its Chairman, 
Mr Lal Chellaram. Within a short 
period, the company started to man-
age three new vessels. More vessels 
have been added and Chellship now 
manages a large fleet of modern dry-
bulk carriers and a hopper dredger. 
There are plans to expand the fleet to 

Guests 
pose for 
a photo 
in front of 
the two 
newbuild-
ings.

700,000 DWT.
Throughout the years, Chellship 

has been a staunch supporter of the 
HKSR. By July 2010, the company had 
a total of nine ships on the register.

Established in 1990, the HKSR 
crossed the 52.07 million gross 
tonnage mark on July 20, 2010.

Together with the guests, Chellaram Shipping 
chairman Mr Lal Chellaram (left) and  
Mrs Shobhna Chellaram (centre) on the bridge  
of MV Darya Jyoti. MV Darya Moti.

between various ports of the Pearl 
River Delta had remained busy amid 
the rapid economic development in 

continued from page 2

GD-HK-Macao joint maritime 
exercise successfully held east 
of Macao

the region, the exercise was aimed to 
enhance the joint abilities of Guang-
dong, Hong Kong and Macao to 
respond to serious marine accidents 
and emergency situations.

The opportunity was also taken to 
check the effectiveness of the emer-
gency response plans of ferry com-
panies. Participating in the exercise 
included Shun Tak-China Travel Ship 
Management Limited, New World 
First Ferry Services (Macau) Limited, 
Cotai Ferry Company Limited and 
Cotai Chu Kong Shipping Manage-
ment Services Company Limited.
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Two classification societies authorised to
issue bunker oil convention certificates

Two classification societies have 
been authorised to issue the “Certifi-
cate of Insurance or Other Financial 
Security in Respect of Civil Liability 
for Bunker Oil Pollution Damage” to 
Hong Kong-registered vessels.

The local legislation of the 
Bunker Oil Pollution (Liability and 
Compensation) Ordinance (Cap. 
605) for the International Conven-
tion on Civil Liability for Bunker 
Oil Pollution Damage, 2001 (the 
Convention) was completed on 

December 31, 2009.
The Convention was extended to 

Hong Kong on January 22, 2010 and 
the local legislation took effect on the 
same date.

In order to facilitate Hong Kong 
shipowners in the management of 
their Hong Kong-registered vessels, 
the Marine Department (MD) 
notified the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) on February 19, 
2010 that it would authorise the China 
Classification Society (CCS) and the 

A tanker (front) 
providing bunker 
oil.

Some $20m approved in support of SGTIS
On May 28, 2010, the Finance 

Committee of the Legislative Coun-
cil approved $19.2 million com-
mitment to support the Sea-going 
Training Incentive Scheme (SGTIS), 
so as to continue to attract local 
graduates’ interest in pursuing the 
sea-going profession.

The SGTIS, introduced in 2004, 
aims to attract youngsters by offering 
them incentives to join the maritime 
industry and become home-grown 
sea-going professionals, alleviating 

the shortage of the professionals in 
Hong Kong.

With the incentives offered, the 
total remuneration of a cadet is 
comparable to similar onshore job 
opportunities at the entry level. Under 
the SGTIS, a deck cadet may receive a 
monthly subsidy of $5,000 during the 
cadetship training up to a maximum 
of 24 months and six months for an 
engineer cadet.

Upon completion of his/her 
cadetship training at sea, a cadet is 

also eligible for the reimbursement 
of the first examination fee after 
passing his/her Class 3 Certificate of 
Competency Examination.

To date, 128 students have joined 
the SGTIS. 

Among them, 57 deck and 
engineer cadets have obtained their 
Class 3 Certificate of Competency 
and four engineer cadets their Class 
2 Certificate of Competency.

Korean Register of Shipping (KR) to 
issue the “Certificate of Insurance or 
Other Financial Security in Respect 
of Civil Liability for Bunker Oil 
Pollution Damage” to Hong Kong-
registered vessels.

The authorisation came into 
force on May 19, 2010. Thereafter, 
applications for the insurance 
certificate can be submitted to either 
the CSS or the KR, or to the MD.
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The Maritime Safety Administra-
tion (MSA) of the People’s Republic 
of China and the Marine Depart-
ment (MD) of the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region held a regular 
meeting in Yangzhou on April 27, 2010 
to exchange views on various issues, 
including enhancing co-ordination 
and co-operation in maritime safety 
and protection of the marine environ-
ment.

The MD delegation, led by the 
Director of Marine, Mr Roger Tupper, 

China MSA, MD discuss 
co-ordination, co-operation

had four other representatives from 
the department. The MSA delegation, 
led by the Executive Director-General, 
Captain Chen Aiping, had eight other 
members including the Director-
General of the Jiangsu MSA. 

The meeting discussed a wide range 
of protocols and conventions.

They included: the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) on the 
Protocol on Preparedness, Response 
and Co-operation to Pollution 
Incidents by Hazardous and Noxious 

Substances, 2000 (OPRC-HNS 
Protocol); the revised MARPOL 
Annex VI on air pollution prevention; 
the voluntary IMO member State 
audit scheme; the Limitation of Liabil-
ity for Maritime Claims (LLMC) 1996 
Protocol; the Long Range Identifica-
tion and Tracking System (LRIT); the 
Bunker Convention; the Anti-Fouling 
Systems (AFS) Convention; the Com-
pulsory Implementation of the Inter-
national Maritime Solid Bulk Cargoes 
(IMSBC) Code; the Manila STCW 
Diplomatic Conference in June 2010; 
and the Maritime Labour Convention 
of the International Labour Organiza-
tion (ILO).

At the regional level, the meet-
ing reviewed the participation in 
the Asia-Pacific Heads of Maritime 
Safety Agencies Forum in June 2010, 
the implementation of the Pollution 
Prevention from Ships to the Ocean 
Regulation of China, the co-operation 
with member States of the East Asia 
Hydrographic Commission to pro-
duce electronic navigational charts of 
the East Asia region, the amendment 
to the IHO Convention, and matters 
relating to the IALA-NET.

Another topic discussed was the 
PLA navy protection of ships against 
pirates in the Gulf of Aden.

Also, the two sides looked into 
different operational issues.

As safety was a prime concern, the 
co-operation on marine accidents 
investigation and the safety of high-
speed passenger vessels in the Pearl 
River Delta were discussed.

A group photo of the China Maritime Safety Administration and Marine Department delegations.

Proposal to relax length limit of local vessels
using Hei Ling Chau Typhoon Shelter

The Government has proposed to 
relax the length limit of local vessels 
using Hei Ling Chau Typhoon Shelter 
from 50 metres to 75 metres.

A local vessel whose overall length 
exceeds 50 metres is not permit-
ted to enter or remain in any of the 
14 typhoon shelters operated by the 
Marine Department.

Gazetted on May 20, 2010, the 
Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) 
(Typhoon Shelters) Regulation 
(Amendment of Schedule) Notice 

2010 seeks to relax the length limit of 
local vessels using the Hei Ling Chau 
Typhoon Shelter. The notice amends 
the Schedule to the Merchant Shipping 
(Local Vessels) (Typhoon Shelters) 
Regulation (Cap. 548 sub. leg. E) so 
that a local vessel with its length over-
all exceeding 50 metres but not more 
than 75 metres will also be allowed to 
enter and remain in the shelter.

A Marine Department spokesman 
said, “The Government has received 
requests from some local vessel traders 

to relax the length limit of vessels using 
typhoon shelters. We have reviewed 
the matter and concluded that Hei 
Ling Chau Typhoon Shelter can be 
used to accommodate local vessels 
with lengths overall exceeding 50 
metres but not more than 75 metres.”

Under the relaxation of the vessel 
length limit, around 100 vessels will 
become eligible to enter Hei Ling Chau 
Typhoon Shelter. They will occupy a 

continued on page 6
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Hei Ling Chau 
Typhoon 
Shelter.

maximum of 25 hectares or about 33 
per cent of the shelter’s space.

When formulating the proposal, the 
historical usage patterns, occupancy 
rates, site conditions and layouts of the 
mooring areas of all typhoon shelters 
have been taken into account. Future 
growth in the demand has also been 
considered.

The notice, tabled at the Legislative 
Council for negative vetting, is to take 
effect on July 24, 2010.

Proposal to relax length limit 
of local vessels using Hei Ling 
Chau Typhoon Shelter

continued from page 5

Tenders invited for Tuen Mun Ferry Terminal
The Government on July 9, 2010 

published in the Government Gazette 
a tender notice for the tenancy of Tuen 
Mun Ferry Terminal for operating 
cross-boundary passenger ferry 
services.

A Marine Department spokesman 
said that as the existing tenancy agree-
ment of Tuen Mun Ferry Terminal 
would end in December 2010, the 
Government decided to invite tenders 
for operating the terminal for seven 
years.

The new tenancy agreement will 
include the following major elements:
(a) To support the operation, the  

Government will provide necessary 
services such as immigration, 
customs, police, marine control 
and port health;

(b) The successful tenderer will be 
responsible for the following:

 (i) A monthly rent to the 
Government giving rise to an 

annual rental income of not 
less than $27.9 million;

 (ii) Replacement and reinstate-
ment of the non-recurrent 
items such as systems, equip-
ment and furniture required 
for the operation of the 
government departments 
concerned;

 (iii) Utilities costs for the opera-
tion of the terminal; and

 (iv) Maintenance and general 
management of the terminal;

(c) The successful tenderer must 
operate a minimum 14 round trips 
between Tuen Mun Ferry Termi-
nal and Macao every week and, at 
his option, services to Mainland 
cities in the Pearl River Delta;

(d) The successful tenderer must com-
mence the services within three 
months from the commencement 
of the tenancy agreement; and

(e) Subject to the availability of space 

and the Government’s prior 
approval, the successful tenderer 
may sub-let terminal premises 
designated by the Government, 
berthing slots, advertising and 
shopping space (if any) and 
baggage-handling services (if 
any), and may keep the fees from 
such sub-letting. Revenue arising 
from duty-free shops, if any, will 
be shared between the successful 
tenderer and the Government.

“We intend to sign a tenancy 
agreement with the successful tenderer 
before the end of 2010,” the spokes-
man said.

“If all preparatory work is com-
pleted smoothly, the terminal under 
the new tenancy agreement can start 
operation in early 2011.”

The deadline for submitting the 
tender is noon on August 20, 2010. 
Enquiries can be made at 2547 4026 or 
faxed to 2559 4976.

A catamaran 
approaching 
Tuen Mun 
Ferry Termi-
nal.
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