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The Marine Department, six other 
government departments and private 
organisations held an annual joint 
exercise, code-named “Oilex 2009”, 
off Tsing Lung Garden, Tuen Mun, 
on November 4, 2009, to test their 
responses in combating oil pollu-
tion in Hong Kong waters under the 
Maritime Oil Spill Response Plan.

A Marine Department spokes-
man said that “Oilex 2009” – aimed 
at ensuring a timely and effective 

Hong Kong, Ningbo share 
ship finance experience

香港特別行政區政府海事處

response to oil spills in Hong Kong 
waters - enabled the organisations to 
validate their key functions and have 
individual and team knowledge, skills 
and capabilities examined.

The spokesman pointed out that the 
water area off Tsing Lung Garden had 
been selected for this year’s exercise as 
the waters were near to the principal 
fairway along which many oil tankers 
plied from the West.

The scenario of the exercise involved 

a tanker carrying 3,000 tonnes of fuel 
oil to an oil terminal in Tsing Yi. Her 
hull was damaged and she had to be 
beached off Tsing Lung Garden. The 
scenario posed oil pollution threats 
to the nearby beaches, resort facilities 
and a yacht club along the Hong Kong 
Gold Coast in Tuen Mun.

Some 20 vessels and 150 person-
nel participated in the Oilex 2009. The 
parties involved set up a ring of oil 
containment booms around the tanker 
while the tanker owner’s salvage teams 
plugged an underwater gash on the 
vessel. Two lines of oil containment 
booms were also rigged to deflect 
oil streaks from reaching the nearby 
rocky coastlines which would be very 
difficult to clean. 

The exercise practised techniques 
in oil spill recovery using absorption 
mopping, high pressure jet washers 
supported by water carpets to deal 
with the polluted rocks, skimmers, 
spraying oil dispersant from sea and 
air, shoreline mop-up and recovery of 
the booms and retrieval of the equip-
ment.

Responses in combating oil spills tested

Marine Department vessels simulate to skim oil off the water’s surface.

“Sea Cleaner 1” spraying simulated oil dispersant onto mock polluted waters.
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The Shipping and Port Control 
(Amendment) Regulation 2008 and 
the Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) 
(General) (Amendment) Regulation 
2008 (the Regulations), made by the 
Chief Executive in Council and the 
Secretary for Transport and Housing 
respectively in May 2008 establish a 
vessel height restricted area near the 
new Stonecutters Bridge to prevent 
potential damage to the bridge and 
ensure the safe navigation of vessels in 
its vicinity.

The Secretary for Transport and 
Housing has appointed December 20, 
2009 as the day on which the Regula-
tions came into operation.

The vessel height restricted area 
measures 41.9 hectares. Except with 
the permission of the Director of 
Marine, no vessel of a height exceed-
ing 68.5 metres above sea level shall 
enter this area. 

The Government published the 
commencement notices of the Regu-
lations in the Gazette on October 23, 

2009 and tabled them in the Legisla-
tive Council on October 28, 2009 for 
negative vetting. 

The above arrangements prepared 
for the commissioning of Stonecutters 
Bridge on December 20, 2009 as part 
of the Tsing Yi to Cheung Sha Wan 
section of Route 8.

The bridge straddles the Rambler 
Channel at the entrance to the Kwai 
Tsing Container Terminals. In order 
to allow for adequate airdraft for the 
passage of super container ships, the 
soffit level of the bridge is set at a 
minimum level of 73.5 metres PD, 
making the Stonecutters Bridge deck 
one of the highest in the world.

Vessel height restricted area near 
Stonecutters Bridge takes effect

An overview of the Stonecutters Bridge.

HK Pavilion at
Marintec China 2009

The Secretary for Transport and Housing, Ms Eva 
Cheng, opened the Hong Kong Pavilion at Marintec China 
2009, a prominent international shipping and maritime 
biennial trade fair held in Shanghai from December 1 to 
4, 2009.

The Hong Kong Pavilion was set up by the Hong Kong 
Maritime Industry Council (MIC) in collaboration with 
the Hong Kong Trade Development Council and the 
Marine Department. With “Asia’s Premier Maritime 
Centre - Your Natural Partner” as its theme, the pavilion 

After officiating at the opening ceremony of the Hong Kong Pavilion at 
Marintec China 2009 in Shanghai, the Secretary for Transport and Housing, 
Ms Eva Cheng (fourth right, front row), pictured with other guests.

Ms Eva Cheng (second left), and Vice 
Minister of Transport, Mr Xu Zuyuan 
(right), visit the Hong Kong Pavilion.

showcased the territory’s wide range of quality maritime 
services, including ocean transport, ship registration, 
maritime communications and ocean routing service.

A 17-strong delegation of MIC members and govern-
ment officials attended the opening ceremony of the Hong 
Kong Pavilion and also the grand opening of the event, at 
which Ms Cheng was one of the officiating guests.

Speaking at the opening ceremony, Ms Cheng said that 
with half the global merchant fleet owned or operated by 
Asian shipowners, Asia had grown, in tandem with the 
economic growth in China, to take centre stage in the 
global maritime arena. Hong Kong’s vibrant maritime 
cluster, she said, was keen to take an active part in the 
development of the region’s maritime industry. 

“The Govern-
ment’s key strat-
egy is to provide a 
favourable business 
environment for in-
ternational maritime 
service providers who 
choose Hong Kong 
as their home base 
in Asia,” Ms Cheng 
said.
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Post-hijack follow-up vital
At the Hong Kong International 

Piracy Conference held at the Mariners’ 
Club on November 13, 2009, the 
Director of Marine, Mr Roger Tupper, 
expressed his concern on the impact 
to the crews of merchant ships facing 
the prevailing risks in the Gulf of Aden 
and elsewhere. 

Speaking at the conference, Mr 
Tupper noted that whilst preven-
tion was always better than cure, it 
was right to look at the post-hijack 
scenario after the crew had been held 
hostage for a period of some time.  

More attention should be given to 
the support to the families of seafarers 
during the trying time, the follow-up 
for the crew after release from many 
months of captivity, leave to be given, 
counselling provided, the treatment of 
seafarers in such hostage cases whilst 
another focus was on the measures 
to prevent hostage taking in the first 
place. 

Mr Tupper was happy to say that 
the figure of crews held for ransoms off 
the Somali coast was now significantly 
lower when compared with some 12 
months before but we must not allow 
ourselves to become complacent as 
Somalia remained a failed state and 
35,000 ships still transited the seas off 
Somalia each year. 

He attributed the lowering of the 
figure to the international shipping 
organisations which drew up the Best 
Management Practices to Deter Piracy 
for ships and crews to follow and the 
actions of the naval forces which have 
been continuously increasing in num-
ber and effectiveness over the past 
year. “For instance, the PLA navy has 
been providing convoy protection 
since the beginning of the year and, 
with that action, no HK flag ship has 
since been hijacked,” he said. 

A speaker delivering his speech at the conference.

The Opening Ceremony of the 
Hong Kong 2009 East Asian Games 
(EAG) was held on December 5, 
2009 evening. The unique, spectac-
ular opening ceremony used Hong 
Kong’s iconic Victoria Harbour as 
its backdrop. 

The cast of a thousand that 
walked on water - the stage being set 
on a floating platform - comprised 
athletes and officials, mega pop 
stars, dancers, choir singers, oath-
takers and torch bearers who lit the 
cauldron.

Victoria Harbour was awashed 
with strobe lights and laser beams 
that waved from side to side. In the 
background the nine floats, in all 

their glittering best and represent-
ing the nine participating countries 
– China, the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, Mongolia, Japan, 
Korea, Chinese Taipei, Macau, Guam 
and Hong Kong - sailed past.

To facilitate the ceremony, two 
water areas were closed to all marine 
traffic except those vessels which 
were directly involved in the event, 
or vessels that had been given special 
permission from the Director of 
Marine for moving in the areas. 

Also, a number of launches of 
the Marine Department, Marine 
Police and Fire Services Department 
patrolled or stationed in the Central 
Harbour.

EAG opened in Victoria Harbour

Fireworks light 
up the giant 
floating stage 
of the opening 
ceremony.
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The Marine Department has also signed a co-operation 
agreement with the Maritime Administrations of Guang-
dong, Macao and Shenzhen to adopt the Regional Maritime 
Oil Spill from Ship Response Plan for the Pearl River  
Estuary as the action guide for the regional co-operation in 
responses to major maritime oil spills from ships.

continued from page 1

Responses in combating oil spills tested

A Government Flying Service helicopter simulating to spray oil dispersant. 

Shoreline mop-up. Oil containment booms set up at the scene.

An oil skimming device tested 
in the exercise.

Placing a skimmer into the sea.

A vessel deploying skimmers to sweep mock spilt oil.
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Shipping companies and ship 
financing institutions globally have 
established businesses in Hong Kong 
due to its position as the premier 
international finance centre in Asia 
and its comprehensive shipping 
services, the Permanent Secretary for 
Transport and Housing (Transport), 
Mr Francis Ho, said.

Speaking at a ship finance devel-
opment in Ningbo and Hong Kong 
seminar as part of the Ningbo-Hong 
Kong Economic Co-operation Forum 
held in Hong Kong on November 4  
and 5, 2009, Mr Ho said the territory’s 
free port, simple and low tax regime, 
free flow of capital and informa-
tion, common law, well-established 
judiciary and arbitration services were 
among the favourable factors for  
doing business in Hong Kong.

He stressed that Hong Kong’s ship-
ping industry was one of its economic 

Hong Kong, Ningbo share 
ship finance experience

pillars with 850 shipping-related com-
panies operating in the territory.

As at June 2009, there were 170 
licensed banks and restricted licensed 
banks, including 74 local representa-
tive offices of overseas banking insti-
tutions in Hong Kong, some of which 

Permanent Secretary for Transport and Housing (Transport), Francis Ho, delivers his speech.

provided quality ship finance services. 
The Ningbo-Hong Kong Economic 

Co-operation Forum is an annual 
event co-organised by the Ningbo  
Municipal People’s Government 
and the Hong Kong Trade Develop-
ment Council to promote trade and  
economic co-operation between the 
two cities. It was attended by repre-
sentatives from shipping, logistics, 
banking and insurance sectors of 
Ningbo and Hong Kong.

The Pilotage (Dues) (Amend-
ment) Order 2009 was gazetted on 
December 4, 2009, seeking to reduce 
the additional pilotage dues, where a 
pilot is required to board or disembark 
from a ship off Ngan Chau or at the 

Proposal to reduce
additional pilotage dues

A boat (front) taking a 
pilot for providing the 
pilotage services.

west of Lamma Island, from $1,900 to 
$1,820 for a period of 18 months.

A Transport and Housing Bureau 
spokesman said, “Pilotage dues are 
commercial fees charged by licensed 
pilots for the provision of pilotage 

services. The fee levels are periodically 
reviewed by the Hong Kong Liner 
Shipping Association, represent-
ing the service users, and the Hong 
Kong Pilots Association, representing 
the service providers.  The proposed 
reduction in pilotage dues has been 
agreed between the two parties and 
endorsed by the Pilotage Advisory 
Committee.”

The Pilotage Ordinance (Cap. 84) 
empowers the Pilotage Authority, 
who is the Director of Marine, to set 
the amount of pilotage dues by order 
published in the Gazette after con-
sultation with the Pilotage Advisory 
Committee.  The Order was tabled at 
the Legislative Council on December 
9, 2009.
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The Bunker Oil Pollution (Liability 
and Compensation) Ordinance, which 
seeks to implement the International 
Convention on Civil Liability for 
Bunker Oil Pollution Damage, 2001 
(the Bunker Oil Convention), in Hong 
Kong, was enacted on November 11, 
2009. 

The Ordinance provides a compen-

Bunker Oil Pollution (Liability and
Compensation) Ordinance enacted

A total of nine Chinese maritime 
officers attended a 10-day Internation-
al Aeronautical Maritime Search and 
Rescue (IAMSAR) course organised 
by the Marine Department’s Training 
Section.

The course, which was conducted 
between September 7 and 18, 2009, 
was aimed at enabling the trainees 
to understand the search and rescue 
operations in accordance with the 
international standard as well as the 

IAMSAR course for Chinese officers

sation regime for pollution damage 
caused by discharge or escape of  
bunker oil from non-tankers on 
a par with that of most overseas 
jurisdictions. 

Under the regime, owners of non-
tankers with a gross tonnage of over 
1,000 entering or leaving the waters 
of Hong Kong are required to have 
an Insurance Certificate as proof of 
compliance of maintaining insurance 
or other financial security to cover the 
liability for pollution damage caused 
by bunker oil. 

In this connection, the Bunker Oil 
Pollution (Liability and Compensa-
tion) (Application Fee for Insurance 
Certificate) Regulation was gazetted 
on November 27, 2009. The Regulation 
prescribes the fee to be paid for an 
application to the Director of Marine 
for an Insurance Certificate to be 
issued by him, pursuant to Section 33 
of the Bunker Oil Pollution (Liability 

and Compensation) Ordinance. 
“Owners of any Hong Kong 

registered non-tankers or other non-
tankers not registered in any State 
Party to the Bunkers Oil Convention 
may apply for an Insurance Certificate 
either from the Director of Marine or 
from an authorised person as proof 
of their compliance with the require-
ment. We propose to set $535 as the 
fee to be paid for an application to the 
Director of Marine for an Insurance 
Certificate,” a Transport and Housing 
Bureau spokesman said. 

The prescribed fee of $535 is 
set according to the Government’s 
established policy that fees and 
charges should in general be set at 
levels adequate to recover the full cost 
of providing the services concerned. 

Both the Ordinance and the 
Regulation will be implemented on  
January 22, 2010.

Before the certificate presentation ceremony, 
the course participants take the opportunity to 
visit the Maritime Rescue Co-ordination Centre.

The representative of the course participants 
presents a souvenir to the Deputy Director of 
Marine, Mr Francis Liu (right).

A group picture after the certificate presentation 
ceremony.

The representative of the course participants 
thanks the organiser.

A tanker (front) supplying bunker oil.

roles of the On-Scene Co-ordinator
(OSC) and the Search Mission  
Co-ordinator (SMC). 

The training programmes of the 
course covered a wide range of areas, 
including equipping the trainees with 
skills and technical knowledge of an 
OSC, SMC’s search planning with 
manual calculation in accordance 
with the IMO publication “IAMSAR 
Manual Vol. II”, and the SAR software 
“SARIS” demonstration and usage.
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Visits

Delegation from the German Federal Ministry of Transport briefed on the 
port operation and development aboard the Tin Hau.

Assistant Director of Marine, Mr Y K Lee (left), elaborating on how cargo 
is handled in the port of Hong Kong to the delegation from the Port of 
Göteborg, Sweden.

Members from the Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport,  
Hong Kong learning the services provided at the Government Dockyard.

Delegation from Project Management Unit No. 85 under the Vietnamese 
Ministry of Transport viewing port facilities during a harbour tour.

Duty Marine Officer of the Maritime Rescue Co-ordination Centre (right) 
briefing officials from the US Consulate in Hong Kong on how search and 
rescue operations are co-ordinated in the centre.

Members of the Kwun Tong District Council’s Traffic and Transport 
Committee listening to an introduction to the work of the Maritime 
Rescue Co-ordination Centre.


