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Vital role in navigational safety 
played by Hydrographic Office3
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Workplace attachment 
scheme supported

I N   T H I S   I S S U E

MARINE DEPARTMENT
HKSAR GOVERNMENT

The Government gazetted four sets 
of amendment regulations on May 
15 to reduce by 23 to 44 percent of 
fees and charges of 27 marine-related 
services provided by the Marine 
Department. With the Legislative 
Council’s approval, the new fees came 
into effect on July 10.

The four sets of amendment 
regulations include the Shipping 
and Port Control (Amendment) 
Regulation, the Merchant Shipping 
(Local Vessels) (Fees) (Amendment) 
Regulation, the Merchant Shipping 
(Registration) (Fees and Charges) 
(Amendment) Regulation and the 
Merchant Shipping (Seafarers) (Fees) 
(Amendment) Regulation.

“The proposed reductions benefit 
all vessels entering Hong Kong waters 
and owners of ships registered in Hong 
Kong, and the waiving of the charges 
related to the employment, registra-
tion and certification of local seafarers 
lowers the costs for industry partici-
pants,” said a Transport and Housing 
Bureau spokesman.

Marine safety top on agenda 
of meeting

香港特別行政區政府海事處

Ports and arrival clearance fees 
charged on ocean-going vessels and 
vessels plying within the river-trade 
limits were reduced by 40 percent, the 

licences issued to officers manning 
Hong Kong ships by 44 percent. 
Two types of registration fees and 20 
types of Mercantile Marine Office 
miscellaneous charges under the ship 
registration and seafarers ordinances 
were also waived.

The Government reviews the levels 
of marine-related fees and charges 
regularly according to the “user pays” 
principle.  With the implementation 
of the reductions, the Government’s 
revenue will be reduced by about $17.8 
million each year.

Separately, on May 26, the Financial 
Secretary announced a package of 
relief measures, including waiving 
licensing fees for the issue or renewal 
of full or temporary licences, or for 
the grant of permissions for laid-up 
vessels, in respect of local vessels that 
are Class I, II or III vessels or are Class 
IV vessels that are let for hire or reward 
and with certificates of inspection 
or certificates of survey for one year 
from July 1, 2009, to June 30, 2010. 

Govt reduces 27 marine-related fees, charges 

Fees and charges of marine-related 
services cut

annual tonnage charges cap for ships 
registered in the Hong Kong Shipping 
Register by 23 percent and the fee for 

2009 Pearl River Estuary 
Maritime Safety Forum

Organised by the Guangdong 
Maritime Safety Administration and 
hosted by the Zhuhai Maritime Safety 
Administration, the third  Pearl River 
Estuary Maritime Safety Forum was 
held in Zhuhai on June 26 this year 
during which over 300 participants 
attended.

Officials from the Mainland, Hong 
Kong and Macao maritime safety 
administrations, and a large number 
of maritime industry representatives 

operating ships in the region attended 
the forum. The Hong Kong delegation 
comprised the Director of Marine, Mr 
Roger Tupper; the Assistant Direc-
tor of Marine (Shipping), Mr K L Lee; 
Senior Marine Officer (Vessel Traffic 
Centre), Mr C T Lai, and the Official 
Languages Officer I, Ms Mary Tsang.

At the forum entitled “Vessel Traffic 
Circumstances and Navigation Safety”, 
10 speakers spoke on various subjects 

continued on page 2



HONG KONG MARITIME NEWS

2

2009 Pearl River Estuary Maritime Safety Forum

including changing traffic situations 
and environment in the Pearl River 
Delta (PRD) Area, such as traffic 
flow increase; and effect of marine 

Delegates attending the Zhuhai forum

Workplace attachment scheme supported
The Marine Department (MD) 

inked a Statement of Understanding 
with the Maritime Services Training 
Institute (MSTI) of the Hong Kong 
Institute of Vocational Education 
(IVE) on June 19, 2009, endorsing a 
workplace attachment scheme which 
started in July this year to provide 
the students of the Higher Diploma 
in Maritime Studies with four-week 
to six-week training and/or working 
opportunities.

Under the scheme, the Senior 
Surveyor of Seafarers’ Certification 
Section of the MD, Mr M C Leung, 
was the co-ordinator between the 
MSTI and MD officers taking the role 
as Mentors and Mentees who super-
vised the students on attachment. 
The MD officers came from various 
sections, branches and divisions of 
the department, including planning 
and services, local vessels safety, ship 
safety and port control.

The scheme aiming at increasing 
student’s industrial exposure oppor-
tunities enabled them to gain experi-
ences in a real industrial/commercial 
environment, to let them absorb in-

formation on their subject discipline, 
and to develop as well as document 
the essential key skills for learning, 
employment and life.

“The Statement of Understand-
ing provided general guidelines 
within which the workplace attach-
ment scheme were implemented. The 
details about the implementation of 
this statement were formulated and 
agreed upon amongst the parties on 
the basis of mutual benefit,” Mr Leung 
said.

A student who accepted an attach-
ment place offer also had to sign the 
Statement of Understanding which 

was a tripartite agreement among the 
organisation, known as the company, 
providing attachment places and the 
IVE.

Throughout the attachment period, 
the MSTI worked closely with the 
companies and acted on or followed 
up any areas of concern with the 
students and/or the companies. 
Feedback was also provided to the 
company mentors and the students 
to foster effective communication 
and establish supportive relationships 
before, during and after the attach-
ment periods.

The workplace attachment scheme provides training and work opportunities
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works for the construction of the new 
Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao bridge on 
navigational safety.

Other topics included traffic 

regulation strategy for different 
parts of the region, the cooperation 
required between regional maritime 
safety administrations and the need 
to revise shipping channels to cater 
for the increased traffic volume and 
improvement of navigational safety.

Mr Lee’s talk on the “Traffic 
Circumstances and Navigation Safety 
of Hong Kong-Macao High Speed 
Passenger Vessels” identified the 
potential navigational hazards faced 
by such vessels in the changing traffic 
environment and issues which were 
required to address in enhancing 
navigational safety.

Since its inception in 2007, the 
forum has provided an important 
platform for exchanging views and 
ideas between the administrations and 
industry, while enabling participants 
to gain a better understanding on 
the latest development affecting the 
marine traffic, and different concepts 
in enhancing maritime safety and 
pollution control within the PRD 
Area.
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Since the production of its first 
nautical chart in 1997, the Marine 
Department’s Hong Kong Hydro-
graphic Office (HKHO) established 
in 1994 has been playing a vital role 
in navigational safety within Hong 
Kong waters and at the busy Kwai 
Chung container port by continuously 
surveying the waters and providing 

Vital role in navigational safety
played by Hydrographic Office

Surveys for locating sunken vessels 
are also carried out as and when 
required by the emergency response 
units so that the positions of ship 
wrecks are pinpointed so that rescue 
and salvage work can be carried out 
effectively. In hydrographic surveys, 
the Differential Global Positioning 
System (DGPS) is used to accurately 

fix sounding positions.
“Our job is to continually 

update our charts and inform 
mariners of coastline changes, 
existence of new submerged 
dangers, such as sunken con-
tainers that have dropped into 
the waters or new wrecks, 
and any such information 
necessary to enable them for 
safe navigation,” the Deputy 
Hydrographer, Mr C K Yeung, 
said.

Supplementing the service, 
the HKHO also provides 
real-time tide information 

of the Ma Wan channel, Kwai Chung 
container port and other places, as 
well as Ma Wan transit tidal window 
predictions through the Internet 
(www.hydro.gov.hk).

Charts and other publications

The HKHO produces two types 
of charts - paper nautical charts and 
electronic navigational charts (ENCs). 

The paper nautical charts are 
published bilingually in Chinese and 

English. A total of 11 charts of scales 
from 1:8,000 to 1:30,000, each cover-
ing one section of Hong Kong waters 
have been published. A smaller scale 
chart showing the entire Hong Kong 
waters will be published at the end 
of 2009. Updating these charts is by 
corrections issued in the bi-weekly 
“Notice to Mariners”, which can be 
downloaded from the Internet. 

Updating the HK ENCs released 
in 2003 is also by the bi-weekly  
“e-Notice to Mariners”. Subscribed 
users can download the corrections 
from the Internet.

The HKHO’s 132-page second 
edition “Charts for Local Vessels 
2009” comes in the size of a book 
slightly larger than A3 size. Mariners 
have found it convenient to carry 
and use. To keep it up-to-date, the 
HKHO has issued correction blocks, 
conveniences for mariners to update 
the publication. 

Another publication produced by 
the HKHO is the “Harbour Facilities 
and Layout Plan”. Its new edition is 
issued every two years to keep port 
users abreast of latest port facilities 
depositions, as well as latest port 
formalities procedures and useful 
contact numbers. 

The HKHO also keeps an archive 
of copies of old charts of Hong Kong 
waters. The oldest ones kept can be 
dated back to 1899.

The availability of powerful 
computers and IT technology  
cuts the time to process survey 
data

  The “Hydro 2”

mariners with the most up-to-date 
nautical information necessary for 
safe navigation. 

The HKHO is situated on the second 
floor of Hydro Building, Government 
Dockyard, Stonecutters Island, and 
has 42 staff members, including the 
Hydrographer, Deputy Hydrographer, 
three Assistant Hydrographers, 
two  Land Surveyors, nine Technical 
Officers, 16 Survey Officers and two 
IT staff. 

Hydrographic surveys

The HKHO, which has to survey 
300 square kilometres of waters each 
year, has three vessels – the “Hydro 1”, 
“Hydro 2” and “Hydro 3” – equipped 
with multi-beam and single - beam  
echo sounders to survey the 
bathymetry of seabed.

The hydrographic surveys carried 
out by the office at regular intervals are 
to monitor any changes of water depths 
at important waterways and basins 
that may affect the port safety. One of 
its major objectives is the surveying of 
the Kwai Chung container port once 
every two months. The surveying at 
most major fairways are being carried 
out every 12 to 18 months. 

continued on page 4
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HKHO’s work on international 
front

On the international front, the 
HKHO has entrusted the UKHO to 
produce the British Admiralty charts 
of Hong Kong waters bearing the logo 
of Hong Kong Marine Department. In 
return, the UKHO pays a royalty to 
the Government of the HKSAR.

In the international arena, the 
HKHO works closely with China. “We 
are part of the Chinese delegation 
to the International Hydrographic 
Organization Conference of which 
China is a member,” Mr Yeung said. 

The HKHO also attends the nine-
member East Asia Hydrographic 
Commission’s meetings as part of the 
Chinese delegation, and is entrusted 
by the East Asia Hydrographic Com-
mission to coordinate the compilation 
and the editing of the South China 
Sea (SCS) ENCs, and administer the 
daily running of the SCS ENC website 
for disseminating and updating the 
ENCs. Registered users can download 
the ENC free of charge and obtain 

The Director of Marine, Mr Roger Tupper (right), presents a 
souvenir to visiting UK National Hydrographer, Rear Admiral Ian 
Moncrieff (centre). Looking on is Hong Kong Hydrographer,  
Mr K C Ng

the monthly issued  
e-corrections to update 
the SCS ENCs. 

The HKHO main-
tains close working 
relationship with the 
Guangdong Hydro-
graphic Brigade with 
which regular contact 
and mechanism to ex-
change hydrographic 
information have been 
established.

Hi-tech improves 
accuracy of charts

Navigational safety has improved 
tremendously when compared with 
20 years ago. The achievement was 
made possible due to the availability of 
the multi-beam echo sounder, which 
enabled every metre of the seabed be 
scanned for obstructions that could be 
missed out easily by using the single-
beam echo sounder, said Mr Yeung.

On top of this, the availability of 
more powerful computers and IT 
technology also helps cutting down 

Vital role in navigational safety
played by Hydrographic Office
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the processing time on vast amounts 
of survey data. By using the Internet, 
the HKHO can send real-time survey 
data back to the office for immedi-
ate processing during an emergency 
situation of searching a sunken vessel. 
Nowadays, charting cartography is 
done by computer software. “It saves 
a lot of time and resources when 
comparing with the good old days 
when charts were drawn laboriously,” 
he remarked. 

The Marine Department (MD) 
and Shenzhen Maritime Safety 
Administration (SZMSA) officials 
held a working meeting in Shen-
zhen on June 18, 2009, with marine 
safety top on the agenda. 

The Director of Marine, Mr Roger 
Tupper, and the Director-General of 
SZMSA, Mr Zhang Jianbin, led MD 
and SZMSA officials respectively at 
the meeting.

The SZMSA proposed modifying 
existing typhoon moorings at the 
Urmston Road into an anchorage 
for large vessels in the western part 
of Shenzhen during the passages of 
typhoons, and the MD promised to 
consider it carefully upon receiving 
the detailed proposal. 

Marine safety top on agenda of meeting
Shenzhen-Hong Kong marine 
investigations” in order to be in line 
with the new IMO’s requirements 
to be in force. 

In order to enhance Port State 
Control, the MD and SZMSA will 
continue port state control officers’ 
visits so as to exchange views and 
share experiences.

Aside from agreeing to establish 
“Shenzhen and Hong Kong closer 
marine partnership”, both sides 
exchanged views on allowing 
Shenzhen to act on behalf of Hong 
Kong in issuing Bunker Convention 
certificates, and on the on-going 
research on Hong Kong seafarers’ 
needs.

Both sides agreed to meet 
regularly to deal with cooperative 
prevention measures during the 
passages of typhoons and to hold 
ad hoc meetings for discussing 
emergencies. They also agreed to 
study and formulate a guideline for  
co-operative prevention measures 
during the passages of typhoons. 

The MD briefed its Shenzhen 
counterparts on general marine traffic 
environment and the progress of the  
“Passage Planning System” which is 
expected to operate by late  2011, and 
sought Shenzhen’s participation in 
developing the system.

Marine investigation cooperation 
was also discussed and both sides 
agreed to set up “guidelines for joint 
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The Torch Relay of the Hong Kong 
2009 East Asian Games (EAG) was 
held smoothly on August 29, 2009  
with 65 torch bearers taking part 
in the event along a 10-kilometre 
route from Kowloon Park, travel-
ing on foot or by vessel, passing 
through Austin Road, Nathan Road, 
Salisbury Road, Tsim Sha Tsui 
Promenade, Avenue of Stars in Tsim 
Sha Tsui, across Victoria Harbour 
to Expo Drive East, Harbour Road, 
Expo Drive and reaching the Golden 
Bauhinia Square in Wan Chai.

Picture shows leg 50 Torch Bearer 
Mr Hui Kin-yip taking the Marine 
Department launch “Tin Hau” to 
cross Victoria Harbour.

On the advice of the Public Service Commission, 
the Secretary for the Civil Service has given approval 
for Mr Tung Hon-ming to be promoted to Assistant 
Director of Marine. 

Photo shows the Director of Marine, Mr Roger 
Tupper (left), presenting the promotion letter to the 
Assistant Director of Marine/Shipping, Mr Tung 
Hon-ming. 
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Visitors to MD

Deputy Minister of Defence of Ukraine Major-General 
Victor Hrozd (left)

Busan Port Authority delegation

Jiangsu transport 
and manage-
ment officials

Nagoya Port 
Authority  
delegation


