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Safety precautions, contingencies 
– A must for voyages

HK-flagged ships also benefited 
from Chinese warships’ convoy 
services

5 30 people commended 
for brave acts at sea 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

MARINE DEPARTMENT
HKSAR GOVERNMENT

Exchange of experiences 
during regular meeting

During the regular meeting of the 
Marine Department (MD) and the 
Maritime Safety Administrations 
of Guangdong and Shenzhen held 
between December 18 and 20, 2008, 
there were extensive exchanges of ex-
periences relating to pollution control, 
training and other maritime matters 
of mutual concern.

HK Shipping Register crosses 
40M GT mark

香港特別行政區政府海事處

lution control, and the outcomes were 
satisfactory. The MD would arrange 
appropriate vessel traffic management 
training for MSAs if necessary.

In view that China will soon join 
the International Convention on Oil 
Pollution Preparedness, Response and 
Co-operation (OPRC), the GDMSA 
strives to improve pollution inci-

Guangdong Rescue Coordination 
Centre and the ReCAAP Information 
Sharing Centre in Singapore will keep 
close contact and share information 
on piracy activities and counter-piracy 
attack measures taken by seafarers of 
merchant ships.

Since the 2008 Pearl River Estuary 
Maritime Safety Forum was well 
received, it was agreed that the place 
and time of a concluding conference 
would be decided in the first half of 
2009.

The MD and the Shenzhen  
Maritime Safety Administra-
tion (SZMSA) have reached a 
consensus on joint PSC inspections. 
Once vessels that have passed the 
PSC inspections by the Mainland 
authorities in the waters of Pearl  
River region, the SZMSA will notify 
the MD, thus saving the need to have 
PSC inspections conducted again in 
Hong Kong.

In 2008 the MD and the SZMSA 
signed a memorandum of understand-
ing on marine accident investigations, 
reaching a consensus in principle. 
There have been considerably fruitful 
outcomes in many recent investiga-
tions into marine accidents. In order to 
further enhance the mechanism of co-
operation in marine investigations, it  
was proposed that there should be 
further studies and exchanges. Officials of the Marine Department and the Maritime Safety Administrations of Guangdong and 

Shenzhen pose for a group photograph.

With the implementation of the 
Safety Management Requirements 
which have brought shipping com-
panies under regulatory control, the 
Guangdong Maritime Safety Admini-
stration (GDMSA) suggested that  
relevant seminars be organised.

In the meantime, the MD welcomed 
the GDMSA to continue deploying 
port state control (PSC) officers to 
Hong Kong for exchanging work ex-
periences. With the assistance of the 
MD, the GDMSA officers were de-
ployed to Hong Kong for a wide range 
of professional maritime training in 
hydrographic survey, PSC inspections, 
vessel traffic management, survey of 
vessels, safety management and pol-

dent communications coordination 
among Guangdong, Hong Kong and 
Macao. The Environmental Protection 
Department of Hong Kong will take 
the lead to establish a working group 
so as to draft an OPRC-HNS2000 con-
tingency plan which is expected to be 
ready by 2010.

The GDMSA also gave an introduct-
ion to its International Ship and Port 
Facility Security (ISPS) Code training 
programme, and wished to strengthen 
Guangdong and Hong Kong cooperat-
ion on vessel security management 
and to learn from aspects of training 
adopted by the MD. 

Furthermore, the Hong Kong Mari-
time Rescue Coordination Centre, 
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Safety precautions, contingencies – 
A must for voyages

The Director of Marine, Mr Roger 
Tupper, reminded vessel owners and 
on-board personnel to take adequate 
safety precautions and have in place 
contingency measures for intended 
voyages as these were among the ma-
jor causes of accidents found by inves-
tigations in the past few years.

Speaking at the Navigational Safety 
Seminar organised by the Marine De-
partment on January 5 at the Hong 
Kong Space Museum to raise safety 
awareness among users of the harbour 
and offshore waters, Mr Tupper said 
the event was held to ensure safety of 
lives at sea under various weather con-
ditions in Hong Kong.

“It is very important before setting 
sail to verify seaworthiness of the ves-
sels, engines and equipment, have on 
board properly qualified and trained 
crew, be aware of the latest weather 
reports and have good working com-
munication with port control and 
emergency services,” he said.

“Once at sea, on-board personnel 
must keep a good lookout and a safe 
speed while fully complying with Col-
lision Regulations. They should main-
tain good observations of other craft 
and water activities and assist other 
vessels immediately when in difficul-
ties and also respond to any distress 
calls,” Mr Tupper said at the seminar.

Over the past few years, there has 
been a general downward trend in the 
number of marine accidents. 

Marine safety measures, Mr Tupper 
said, were ineffective without the co-
operation of marine users and asso-
ciations in implementing them. To 
address this, the Marine Department 
has organised a series of educational 
seminars and publicity campaigns to 
highlight proper safety precautions.

As it will soon be the fog season, 
vessel masters were reminded to travel 
at appropriate speeds to ensure safety. 

About 150 fishery and shipping 

industries representatives, including 
masters and operators of local and 
river-trade vessels as well as represen-
tatives from the Marine Police, Fire 
Services Department, Customs and 
Excise Department and Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Conservation Depart-
ment attended the seminar, and also 
joined the discussions.

During the question-and-answer 
session, the participants actively ex-
changed views on navigational safety. 
Their keen response was deemed nec-
essary for the organiser to continue 
holding the seminar next year.

Those attending the Navigational Safety Seminar.

Acting on United Nations resolut-
ions and the practice of relevant coun-
tries, the Central People’s Government 
(CPG) of China sent a naval unit to 

HK-flagged ships also benefited from 
Chinese warships’ convoy services

ships carrying humanitarian relief 
material for international organi-
sations, including the World Food 
Programme when passing through the 
area from attacks by pirates.

Since the Chinese Navy carried out 
the first convoy on January 6, 2009, no 
China or Hong Kong registered ship 
has been hijacked. Owners, masters, 
crew and their families of Hong 
Kong registered ships expressed their 
gratitude to the CPG for its excellent 
Chinese Navy convoy services and 
their efforts in combating piracy in the 
Gulf of Aden.

The Chinese Navy mainly provides 

A Chinese naval ship escorts a Hong Kong- 
registered vessel transiting the Gulf of Aden.

provide convoy services for ships to 
protect them from pirates when tran-
siting the Gulf of Aden. The Chinese 
Navy has so far successfully carried 
out a total of 22 convoys involving 63 
ships, including 34 Hong Kong regis-
tered ships.

The naval unit, consisting of two 
destroyers and a supply ship, was 
sent on the anti-piracy mission on 
December 26, 2008.

The mission’s main purpose is to 
protect Chinese ships, including Hong 
Kong registered ships (Three of them 
were hijacked in Somali waters last 
year), and crew on board, as well as 
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convoy services for higher risk ships, 
such as those with lower speed or low 
freeboard. Higher speed container 
vessels are placed under the observat-
ion of China’s MRCC tracking system. 
If the China MRCC receives notifi-
cation of a piracy incident, the centre 
will immediately coordinate with the 
Chinese Navy in the Gulf of Aden to 
render assistance to the ship in dis-
tress. Alternatively, a ship can contact 
the Chinese naval vessels in the area 
directly through VHF Channel 16 for 
assistance.

IMO Diplomatic 
Conference on 
Ship Re-cycling 
to be held in HK

The International Maritime 
Organisation (IMO) has accepted the 
offer of the Peoples’ Republic of China 
to host the Diplomatic Conference on 
Ship Re-cycling in Hong Kong between 
May 11 and 15, 2009, and the Marine 
Department has been given the task to 
organise this event.

The aim of the Conference is to 
adopt an International Convention for 
the safe and environmentally sound 
re-cycling of ships.

About 700 delegates from IMO 
Member States, a number of inter-
governmental organisations and 
non-governmental organisations are 
expected to attend the Conference to 
be held at the Hong Kong Convention 
and Exhibition Centre.

More details of the Conference 
can be obtained from the website: 
www.imoconf2009.hk. In addition, 
more news on the Conference will 
be reported in the June issue of Hong 
Kong Maritime News. 

Photo courtesy of Mr Andrew Bell.

HK Shipping Register crosses 
40M GT mark

The Marine Department and the 
Hong Kong Shipowners Associat-
ion jointly hosted a luncheon and 
awards ceremony on March 12, 2009, 
to celebrate the Hong Kong Ship-
ping Register (HKSR) crossing the 40 
million gross tonnage (GT) mark.

The Chief Secretary for Administra-
tion, Mr Henry Tang, unveiled a Han 
Dynasty compass to mark the memo-
rable event and presented an award 
to On Hing Shipping Limited whose 
150,971 GT ore carrier “New Ansteel” 
crossed the 40 million GT mark on 
January 15, 2009.

Also attending the luncheon, the 
Secretary for Transport and Housing, 
Ms Eva Cheng, presented awards to 
the ships that crossed the 37 million, 
38 million and 39 million GT marks of 
the HKSR respectively. They included 
the Yue Peng LNG Shipping Co Ltd’s 
97,871 GT LG carrier “Dapeng Sun”, 
COSCO Pacific Shipping Ltd’s 115,776 

GT container ship “COSCO Pacific” 
and Heroic Grus Inc’s 29,266 GT oil/
chemical carrier “Gran Couva”.

Noting that the joint luncheon not 
only celebrated a milestone in the size 
of the HKSR but also the quality man-
agement of Hong Kong-registered 
ships, the Director of Marine, Mr 
Roger Tupper, said: “Our fleet of 
more than 1,300 vessels and 40 mil-
lion tonnes is the largest of the nine 
flags worldwide whose high standard 
is recognised by the White Lists of the 
Paris MOU and the Tokyo MOU, and 
also Qualship 21 in the USA.”

“We intend to continue our growth 
maintaining our focus on quality,” Mr 
Tupper said.

Over the years, the Hong Kong 
Shipping Registry has successfully in-
creased its tonnage substantially, and 
is today one of the world’s top five 
shipping registries.

The “New Ansteel” 
crossed the 40 million 
GT mark on January 
15, 2009 following its 
registration on the 
HKSR.

Good response to careers expo 
maritime industry booths

At the booths set up in the recent 
Education and Careers Expo 2009 
held at the Hong Kong Convention 
and Exhibition Centre between 
February 19 and 22, 2009, school-
leavers and job seekers made many 
enquiries on education and career 
opportunities in the maritime 
industry.

A visitor uses a simulator 
of a ship’s bridge.
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Mr Tupper (right) presents the 
Phoenix Management Award to 
Anglo-Eastern Ship Management 
Limited.

Mr Cremers (right) presents the 
Unicorn Management Award to 
Pacific Basin (HK) Limited.

Mr Tupper (right) presents the Dragon 
Management Award to COSCO (HK) 
Shipping Co. Limited.

Mr Cremers (right) presents the Pi 
Xiu Management Award to Fleet 
Management Limited.

The m.t. ”Dapeng Sun”, LG carrier 
owned by Yue Peng LNG Shipping Co. 
Limited, registered on April 3, 2008 
was awarded for crossing the HKSR’s 
37 million gross tonnage mark.

Mr Tupper (right) presents the 
Bravery Award to the Master and 
Crew of the m.v. C.S.K. Radiance 
owned by Tai Chong Cheang 
Steamship (HK) Co.

Hong Kong Shipowners Association 
chairman, Mr Peter Cremers (right), 
presents the Jin Chan Management 
Award to Oriental Container Line 
Limited.

The m.v. ”COSCO Pacific”, container 
ship owned by COSCO Pacific 
Shipping Limited, registered on  
July 9, 2008 was awarded for 
crossing the HKSR’s 38 million gross 
tonnage mark upon registration.

Mr Tang (right) presents an award to 
the ore carrier ”New Ansteel” owned 
by On Hing Shipping Limited for 
crossing the HKSR’s 40 million gross 
tonnage mark on January 15, 2009.

Award winners pose for a group photo.

Ms Cheng (right) presents an award 
to m.t. ”Gran Couva”, owned by 
Heroic Grus Inc, for crossing the 
HKSR’s 39 million gross tonnage 
mark on October 20, 2008.

Mr Tang (second left) unveils the Han Dynasty compass.
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On March 5, 2009, the Director of 
Marine, Mr Roger Tupper, presented 
awards to those who risked their own 
lives last year to rescue others in Hong 
Kong waters. 

The 30 people awarded included 
two civilians, three from the Hong 
Kong Pilots Association, seven from 
the Star Ferry Company Limited and 
18 from the Police Force, comprising 

one police inspector, a sergeant, five 
senior police constables, 10 police 
constables and a woman police con-
stable.

Speaking at the bravery awards pre-
sentation ceremony, Mr Tupper an-
nounced that the Marine Department, 
the Marine Police and the Leisure and 
Cultural Services Department would 
continue to organise the “Safety Afloat 

30 people commended for 
brave acts at sea

2009” campaign, an annual publicity 
drive since 2007, by arranging a series 
of educational seminars and publicity 
activities.

This year’s campaign was launched 
with the first navigation safety semi-
nar held on January 5, 2009. To fur-
ther promote marine safety messages 
among the public, TV and radio air-
time, including prime time slots will 
be allotted for broadcasting an an-
nouncement of public interest in the 
water sports high season of 2009.

After receiving a bravery award, 
civilian Wong Tim-fuk said he had 
rescued a man who was fishing with 
his friends on board a boat off Sham 
Shui Kok and fell overboard in strong 
winds and currents on June 17, 2008. 
Mr Wong said that during his 24 years 
as a seafarer, this was the third person 
whom he had rescued from the sea.

Senior police constable Chow Kai-
yan and woman police constable Ms 
Leong Chok-kuan recalled how they 
had jointly rescued an 80 year-old 
woman from the sea off North Point 
on January 6, 2008. The woman with 
her face submerging was drifting some 
20 metres from the shore where she 
was plucked. Both police officers have 
been trained in life saving at the Police 
Training School.Those awardees who rescued others last year in Hong Kong waters pose for a picture.

Activities promote delegation of
local wooden hull vessel surveys

The Marine Department and the 
Guangdong Register of Fishing Ves-
sels, in conjunction with representa-
tives of the Hong Kong Fishermen’s 
Organisation, jointly organised two 
activities in the cities of Yang Guang 
and Zhuhai to promote the delegation 
of surveys of Hong Kong wooden hull 
fishing vessels before a related ordi-
nance was implemented.

Under Phase IV of the Merchant 
Shipping (Local Vessels) Ordinance 
implemented on January 2, 2009, the 
owner, agent, coxswain or person-in-
charge of a local licensed Classes III-
B wooden fishing vessel/sampan can 
delegate the vessel survey to the Re-
gister of Fishing Vessels of the People’s 
Republic of China.

To facilitate a smooth implementat-
ion, the Marine Department and the 

Hong Kong Fishermen’s Organisations and officials from the Local Vessels Safety Branch of the 
Marine Department and the Guangdong Register of Fishing Vessels pictured at the port of Xiang 
Zhou, Zhuhai.



HONG KONG MARITIME NEWS

6

Guangdong Register of Fishing Ves-
sels had held several meetings on dele- 
gating surveys, exchanging views and 
sharing experiences.

Under the arrangements made by 
the Director of the Guangdong Regis-
ter of Fishing Vessels, Mr Wang Wei-
feng, the first delegation of surveys 
was held in the port of Zha Bo, Yang 
Guang on December 9, 2008, which 
was welcomed by the Hong Kong fish-
ermen’s groups. After the event, the 
owners of eight wooden hull fishing 
vessels decided to have their vessels 
annually surveyed at the port. 

There were a total 10 wooden hull 
vessels participating in these two 
promotional activities. With the as-
sistance from officers of the Marine 
Department, the surveyors from the 

Guangdong Register of Fishing Ves-
sels conducted inspections and issued 
documents to these vessels. 

The General Manager of Marine 
Department’s Local Vessels Safety 
Branch, Mr So Ping-chi, and the Com-
missar of Guangdong Register of Fish-
ing Vessels, Mr Bai Hua, officiated at 
the activity organised at the Xiang 
Zhou port, Zhuhai on December 23, 
2008. Mr Bai said the delegation of 
Hong Kong vessel surveys helped 
promote technical exchange between 
Guangdong and Hong Kong. In re-
sponse, Mr So noted that these two 
promotional activities were a great 
success and he thanked the Guang-
dong authorities for their keen sup-
port.

Senior Ship Inspector/Local Vessel Safety, Mr 
Chan Kei-cheong (centre), pictured with sur-
veyors from the Guangdong Register of Fishing 
Vessels at the promotional activity at the port 
of Zha Bo,Yang Guang.

ICMS named after shipping magnate C Y Tung
At an opening ceremony attended by, among other 

guests, the Secretary for Transport and Housing, Ms Eva 
Cheng, and the Director of Marine, Mr Roger Tupper, on 
March 9, 2009, the Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
(PolyU) named the International Centre for Maritime Stud-
ies (ICMS) of its Department of Logistics and Maritime 
Studies (LMS) in honour of the late shipping magnate Mr  
C Y Tung, and in recognition of the support and donation 
of $10 million by the Tung Foundation to the university. 

Established in 2005, the ICMS has been promoting 
innovative research, education and consultancy services, 
providing maritime resources and support for students, 
aca-demics, industrial partners and the maritime commu-
nity. The newly renovated ICMS houses laboratories for 
training purposes as well as addressing commercial, tech-
nological and public policy research needs. 

The opening ceremony of the ICMS was officiated by 
Donor Representative of the Tung Foundation, Dr Chee-
chen Tung (centre); PolyU Council Chairman, Mr Victor 
Lo Chung-wing (right), and PolyU President, Prof Timothy 
W Tong.
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