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Those attending MAIFA 11

The Marine Department hosted the 11th Marine 
Accident Investigators Forum in Asia (MAIFA 11) 
between September 17 and 19, 2008 at the Gold 
Coast Hotel, Hong Kong. MAIFA 11 provided a 
valuable platform for attending members to share 
their views on ways to resolve issues and enhance 
cooperation in marine casualty investigation 
between Marine Safety Investigating States and 
Substantially Interested States.

Before MAIFA 11, the members were requested 
to complete a set of questionnaires prepared by the 
Marine Department’s Marine Accident Investigat-
ion Section for their views relevant to the conduct 
of accident investigations. Their views collected 
were later discussed in the three-day Forum.

“I am sure your views will shed important light

MD coordinates 
anti-oil pollution exercise

香港特別行政區政府海事處
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Regional cooperative arrangement
signing ceremony at
oil spill emergency response forum in Zhuhai

On September 25, 2008, the Director 
of Marine, Mr Roger Tupper, delivered 
a keynote address at the Pearl River 
Delta Area Maritime Safety Forum 
2008 on oil spill emergency response 
and shared with the participants the 
Department’s own oil spill response 
management.

The forum was held at the behest  
of China’s Ministry of Transport 
which had approved the Guangdong 
Maritime Safety Administration to  
coordinate with Hong Kong, Macau 
and Shenzhen maritime authorities 
to hold the event themed “Preven-
tion, Response and Cooperation of 

Maritime Oil Spill”, Mr Liang Jianwei, 
Director-General of the Guangdong 
Maritime Safety Administration,  
said.

The programme included keynote 
speeches from honourable guests, 
signing of the “Pearl River Estuary Re-
gional Maritime Oil Spill from Ship 
Response Cooperative Arrangement” 
by the heads of Guangdong, Hong 
Kong, Macau and Shenzhen maritime 
authorities and a seminar to discuss 
safety management and emergency 
response for petroleum oil and chemi-
cal carrying vessels.

A joint exercise by Guangdong, 

Hong Kong, Macau and Shenzhen 
maritime authorities to demonstrate 
the Pearl River Estuary Regional 
Maritime Oil Spill emergency re-
sponse originally scheduled after the 
Forum was cancelled due to typhoon 
Hagupit. 

The principal officials of the 
Ministry of Transport, Guang-
dong Province Government and 
City of Zhuhai Government, heads 
of Maritime Administrations and  
marine safety management experts 
attended the Forum and witnessed  
the signing of the Cooperative 
Arrangement.

Director of Marine, Mr Roger Tupper, addressing the Pearl River Delta Area Maritime Safety Forum 
2008
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Capacity building workshop 
held in HK to fight piracy 

The Information Sharing Centre 
(ISC) of the Regional Cooperat-
ion Agreement on Combating 
Piracy and Armed Robbery against 
Ships in Asia (ReCAAP) and the 
Marine Department jointly held 
a Capacity Building Workshop 
between November 4 and 6, 2008 
in Hong Kong. This was the first 
capacity building workshop held 
outside Singapore where the ISC is 
situated.

Capacity building is part of the 
ReCAAP ISC’s role in providing 
assistance to the ReCAAP’s con-
tracting States in preventing and 
suppressing piracy and armed rob-
bery against ships. The objective 
of the workshop is to foster closer 
working relationships between the 
States by sharing their experience 
and practices in combating piracy. 

“Cooperation between the States 
is an essential element in combat-
ing piracy and armed robbery against 
ships at sea,” said Mr Wang Zonglai, 
Deputy Director-General of the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, China, at his 
opening address at the workshop.  Mr 
Wang encouraged participants to learn 
from each other during the course of 
the workshop.

The workshop featured a table-top 
exercise that provided a simulation of 
maritime piracy incidents based on 
realistic scenarios for discussion on 
response actions by the participants. 

Hong Kong’s inter-agency approach 
in preventing and suppressing piracy 
and armed robbery incidents was also 
introduced at the workshop.

Mr Chris Trelawny, Head of Mari-
time Security Section, International 
Maritime Organisation (IMO), ex-

plained the international con-
ventions relating to piracy and 
ship securities, and also updated 
participants on the IMO circulars 
on this issue.

Mr Arthur Bowring, Managing 
Director of Hong Kong Ship-
owners’ Association, gave ship-
owners’ perspective on piracy, 
urging governments to take 
appropriate actions to deter piracy 
in the Gulf of Aden. However, he 
congratulated everyone involved 
in the collaborative effort taken to 
combat piracy and armed robbery 
in the Asian region which had seen 
a substantial drop in the number of 
attacks against ships in the area.

The Deputy Director of ReCAAP 
ISC, Mr Nicholas Teo, reiterated the 
importance of establishing a multi-
agencies’ information network 

continued on page 8

Authorities cooperate on combating piracy and armed robbery against ships 
in Asia
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MD coordinates 
anti-oil pollution exercise

The Marine Department co-ordi-
nated an annual joint exercise in the 
waters off Tsing Lung Garden, Tuen 
Mun, to test the response and efficien-
cy of government departments and 
oil companies in handling oil spills on 
November 4, 2008.

A Marine Department spokesman 
said the exercise, code-named “Oilex 
2008”, enabled personnel of related 
organisations to have key functions in 
dealing with oil spills, individual and 
team knowledge, skills and capabili-
ties examined.

During the simulated exercise, a 
mock 6,740-tonne tanker carrying 
3,000 tonnes of fuel oil took in water 
northwest off the Brothers. The ves-
sel's cargo tanks were damaged, the 
tanker beached off Tsing Lung Garden 
to avoid sinking. Over 100 tonnes of 
fuel oil spilled into the sea at a rate of 
30 tonnes an hour.

The six-stage exercise involved 
checking various anti-oil pollution 
techniques required at different stages. 
These techniques comprised of the oil 
containment booms deployment, oil 
recovery by skimmers, spraying of oil 
dispersants by launch and helicopter, 
placement of shore-sealing booms, 
shoreline clean-up and recovery of 
booms and equipment.

Aside from the Marine Department, 
five other government departments 
- the Civil Aid Service, Food and En-
vironmental Hygiene Department, 
Government Flying Service, Police 
Force and the Agricultural, Fisheries 
and Conservation Department took 
part in the exercise.

In addition, six companies - Chev-
ron Hong Kong Ltd, ExxonMobil (HK) 
Ltd, Sinopec (Hong Kong) Petroleum 
Holding Co Ltd., Shell Hong Kong Ltd, 
Hong Kong Response Ltd and Kai Fat 
Oil Pollution Response Ltd also joined 
the drill.

Different stages 
of Oilex 2008
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China Ferry Terminal
operating hours extended   

Effective October 27, the Tsim Sha Tsui China Ferry 
Terminal has extended its daily operating hours by two 
hours to midnight, the Marine Department said.

A department spokesman said the operating hours’ 
extension between 7am and midnight daily was imple-
mented on a year-round basis.

Following a government review on cross-boundary 
ferry terminals’ use and taking into account the projected 
passenger throughput growth and the need to provide 
cross-boundary ferry passengers with greater convenience 
and more choices, the new arrangement was made.

 The two-hour extension to enhance Hong Kong and the 
Pearl River Delta’s connectivity has also maintained the 
territory's position as a transport and maritime hub. It has 
also benefited cross-boundary travellers, especially those 
from Kowloon and the New Territories.

In February 2005, a pilot scheme was launched to extend 
the China Ferry Terminal’s operating hours on Saturdays, 
Sundays and public holidays by four hours - from 10pm to 
2am the next day. With the implementation of the operating 
hours’ extension, the pilot scheme ended. Passengers are 
advised to ask ferry operators about their updated sailing 
schedules.

The other cross-boundary ferry terminal, the Hong 
Kong-Macau Ferry Terminal at Sheung Wan, continues to 
operate round-the-clock.

The Marine Department will continue to monitor the 
cross-boundary ferry terminals’ operation and consider 
further services improvements when necessary.
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The APEC Port Services Net-
work (APSN), which so far has over 
70 Regular Members, is seeking to 
expand its membership.

APSN’s mission - “Networking for 
Stronger Ports Industry and Better 
Community” - aims to provide greater 
effort to port cooperation, capacity-
building and information exchange to 
achieve the common prosperity of all 
APEC member economies.

Any organisation including public 
administrations, business corpora-
tions, institutions, associations and 
individuals engaged in port, shipping, 
logistics, trade, manufacturing and 
finance sectors of the APEC member 
economies are entitled to apply to 
become APSN’s Regular Members.

Regular Members do not have to 
pay membership fees in the first two 
years of APSN’s operation, i.e. in 
2009 and 2010. Thereafter, the APSN 
Council will consider and decide on 
the Regular Membership fees level.

APEC Economies recognise the 

need to improve ports’ services and 
efficiency. At the 14th APEC Economic 
Leaders’ Meeting held in Hanoi in 
November 2006 Chinese President 
Hu Jintao proposed establishing the 
APSN. APEC members subsequently 
worked to establish this organisation.  

The APSN is the first organisation 
of its kind, which has wide partici-
pation from competent authorities 
and private sectors in port and port- 
related industries of the APEC region. 
Its mandate is to promote the liber-
alisation and facilitation of trade and 
investment and enhance supply chain 
security by strengthening economic 
cooperation, capacity building, in-
formation and personnel exchange 
among port and port-related indus-
tries and services in the Asia Pacific 
region.

More detailed information on 
the APSN, including member-
ship application procedures, can be 
obtained by visiting its website www.
apecpsn.org.

APEC Port Services Network 
seeks new members 

continued from page 1

on the way forward at a time when we 
are all facing enormous challenges in 
carrying out marine accident investi-
gations,” the Director of Marine, Mr 
Roger Tupper, said in his welcome and 
opening address of MAIFA 11.

MAIFA 11 provided its members an 
opportunity to foster co-operation and 
communication in conducting ma-
rine accident investigations as well as 
promoted mutual understanding and 
enhanced friendly relations among 
MAIFA members.

The IMO Maritime Safety Commit-
tee held on May 16, 2008 adopted a new 
resolution towards the enhancement 
of co-operation in conducting investi-
gations entitled the Code of the Inter-
national Standards and Recommended 
Practices for a Safety Investigation into 
a Marine Casualty or Marine Incident 
(in short known as the Casualty Inves-
tigation Code).  

Although the Casualty Investigation 
Code will only become mandatory on 
January 1, 2010, the IMO is encourag-
ing its member States to start imple-
menting the Code immediately on a 
voluntary basis.

“This underlines the importance and 
urgency attached by all in our industry 
to co-operatively root out the causes of 
shipping casualties,” Mr Tupper said.

“For only if we do that can we put in 
place measures to prevent such acci-
dents happening again and publicising 
such measures for the safety of those 
who crew ships, protect the marine 
environment and benefit our industry 
and the general community world-
wide,” he said, adding that Hong Kong 
had already implemented the Code in 
all its investigations.

Through amending the MAIFA 
Charter, the Forum planned to extend 
its membership to more maritime 
administrations that share the same 
objectives as members or observers. In 
MAIFA 11, delegates from the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Korea and 
Macau Special Administrative Region 
were invited to participate in the meet-
ing as observers .

The previous MAIFA event in Hong 
Kong was in 2003 at the bustling 
Kowloon metropolis.

MAIFA 11 provides views on

marine accident probe cooperation 
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Group photo of participants of MAIFA 11

President of Supply Chain & Logistics  
Association, Canada, Mr Robert J Armstrong,  
visits the Marine Department on October 31, 2008

Indonesian naval 
officers and the 
Indonesian Con-
sul-General, Mr 
Ferry Adamhar (right) 
in Hong Kong, visit the 
Marine Department on 
October 14, 2008

Thai naval officers visit 
the Marine Department 
on October 14, 2008

UAE Maritime Delegation visit Marine Depart-
ment on October 27, 2008
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The Ombudsman’s Awards 
The Ombudsman’s Awards Scheme 

was launched in 1997 to recognise 
any public officer who has made 
significant contributions towards a 
fair, open, accountable and efficient 
public administration when per-
forming his/her duties. A total of 21 
public officers from 19 Government 
departments and public organisa-

tions were given the Award this year. 
Mr Au Yeung Chun-tak, Chief Ship 
Inspector of the Marine Department, 
was selected to receive the Award this 
year. Mr Au Yeung as well as other 
awardees received the Award at the 
Award Presentation Ceremony held 
on October 15, 2008.

Director of 
Marine, Mr Roger 
Tupper (left), and 
Chief Ship Inspec-
tor, Mr Au Yeung 
Chun-tak (second 
from left) at the 
award presenta-
tion ceremony

environment as maritime inci-
dents are multi-national in nature 
and cross territorial boundaries; 
thus collaborative effort are re-
quired to address them. No single 
agency has the total resources 
to counter it alone. Hence inter- 
ministries’ cooperation is essen-
tial to meet the challenges.

Operational-level officers 
from the ReCAAP Focal Points 
and other relevant agencies of 
Bangladesh, Brunei, Cambodia, 
China, India, Japan, the Repub-
lic of Korea, Laos, Myanmar, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand and Vietnam attended 
the workshop which also received 
observers from Malaysia and 
Indonesia.

continued from page 3

Capacity building workshop 
held in HK to fight piracy 


