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Hong Kong port’s cargo throughput has risen in the past decade, 
with gross registered ship now topping 35 million, Director of Marine 
Roger Tupper says.

 Speaking at the Tokyo Memorandum of Understanding Port 
State Control Committee’s 17th meeting in Hong Kong recently, Mr. 
Tupper said Hong Kong will continue to take an active role in port 
state control and in activities of the Tokyo MOU.

 “Since the set up of the Tokyo MOU, fruitful results on port state 
control have been achieved through the effective co-operation of our 
member authorities,” he said, adding that over the past 12 years the 
number of Tokyo MOU inspections has more than doubled from 
8,834 to 21,686 vessels and the detention rate has dropped from 5.93 
percent to 5.4 percent.” 

 

HK’s registered ship gross 
tonnage tops 35m 

Director of Marine Mr. Roger Tupper 
addresses Tokyo MOU members
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Twelve cadets, who joined the 
Sea-going Training Incentive Scheme 
which was established to encourage 
youngsters to embark on sea-going 
careers, received their allowance 
cheques from the Secretary for Trans-
port and Housing, Ms Eva Cheng. 

The scheme, established by the 
Government in 2004 with the sup-
port of the Marine Department and 
the Hong Kong Maritime Industry 
Council, offers a monthly allowance of 
$4,000 to a cadet for the duration of 
his cadetship training. So far, 68 cadets 
have joined the successful scheme.

The cadets received their cheques 
during the launch of the “Hong Kong 

Sea-going Training Incentive Scheme
cadets receive cheques

– Maritime Focus” roving exhibition 
which was held at the Exchange Square, 
Central on October 2. The event was 
jointly organised by the Hong Kong 
Maritime Industry Council and the 
Hong Kong Maritime Museum, sup-
ported by the Marine Department.

The exhibition, held to celebrate the 
10th Anniversary of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region’s estab-
lishment, traced the development of 
Hong Kong port over the past decade 
and showed how the territory had 
developed into a SuperHub. 

“With a maritime history of more 
than 160 years, we are now the world’s 
seventh largest maritime centre. Our 

ship-owners own, manage or operate 
more than 1,200 ships – more than 8 
percent of the world’s merchant fleet 
in terms of deadweight tonnage,”  Ms 
Eva Cheng  said as she opened the 
exhibition with Hong Kong Maritime 
Museum Trust chairman, Mr. C C 
Tung.

Pictures and models of various 
types of vessels, from modern ultra-
large container ships to cross-harbour 
passenger ferries, and a short film 
encapsulating the hustle and bustle of 
the port round the clock, are on show 
at the exhibition.

Secretary for 
Transport and 
Housing, Ms 
Eva Cheng 
presents a 
cheque to 
a Sea-go-
ing Training 
Incentive 
Scheme cadet

Secretary for Transport and Housing, Ms Eva Cheng chats with 
Hong Kong Maritime Industry Council chairman Mr. C.C. Tung
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Free roving exhibition

Admission to the “Hong Kong – 
Maritime Focus” roving exhibition 
is free and its schedule is as follows:

• Hong Kong Maritime Museum,  
G/F, Murray House, Stanley 
(October 9-December 23, 10am-
6pm; closed on Mondays)

• Exhibition Hall, 1/F, Hong Kong 
City Hall Low Block, 5 Edinburgh 
Place, Central (December 27 - 
January 12, noon-8pm; January 
13, noon-5pm)

• Exhibition Gallery 5, Hong Kong 
Central Library, 66 Causeway 
Road, Causeway Bay (January 17-
30, noon-8pm; January 31, noon 
-5pm)

For enquiries, please call 2813 2322 
or visit the website of the Hong 
Kong Maritime Museum: 
www.hkmaritimemuseum.org.

Favourable environment

During the past decade, the global 
maritime industry has been operat-
ing under a very favourable business 
environment and many new ships 
have been built to meet this market in 
recent years. Based on yard orders, the 
situation is forecast to continue in the 
next few years.

 “In Hong Kong, the cargo through-
put of our port continues to increase 
and the gross tonnage of ships regis-
tered in Hong Kong has now topped 
35 million. While having benefited 
from the growth of the industry, our 
work and duties towards the industry 
are also on the increase. 

“In this regard, we have to optimise 
our effort in a more focused manner in 
order to discharge our responsibilities 
more effectively, both as a flag state 
and a port state,” Mr. Tupper said.

 For Hong Kong registered ships, the 
Flag State Quality Control Scheme has 
been enforced to enhance the quality 
of its fleet since 1999, now backed up 
by our Pre-Registration Quality Con-
trol Scheme. 

“With regard to Port State Control 
our ship selection system has proved 
to be effective in targeting substan-
dard ships for inspection,” Mr. Tupper 
said.

 

Future work

"On the ratification of new interna-
tional conventions, our local legislation 
to give effect to International Conven-
tion for the Prevention of Pollution 
from Ships Annex VI is expected to be 
completed by end of this year. 

“Also we are vigorously carrying out 
all the necessary preparation works 
for the ratification of the Maritime 
Labour Convention in order that we 
would be ready for its entering into 
force in a few years' time."

 To mark the 10th Anniversary of 
the establishment of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region, the 
Marine Department has organized 
cerebration activities, such as 
exhibitions and promotion semi-
nars, jointly with the local maritime 
industry to promote the trade’s image 
and importance.

The Tokyo MOU started its operation 
in April 1994 to strengthen coop-
eration and exchange of information 
among maritime authorities within the 
Asia Pacific Region to eliminate sub-
standard ships trading in the region. 

Presently, it consists of 18 member 
Authorities, namely: Australia,  
Canada, Chile, China, Fiji, Hong Kong 
(China), Indonesia, Japan, Republic of 
Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Papua 
New Guinea, Philippines, Russian 
Federation, Singapore, Thailand, 
Vanuatu and Vietnam.

HK’s registered ship gross 
tonnage tops 35m 

continued from page 1
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Director of Marine Mr. Roger Tupper (left) and Hong Kong Shipowners Association 
chairman David Koo officiating at the opening of Maritime Week

The Hong Kong Maritime Week 2007 
exhibition was co-sponsored by the Hong Kong 
Shipowners’ Association, the Maritime Industry 
Council, the Hong Kong Marine Department 
and other maritime organizations. It was held 
from October 9-14 at the Ocean Terminal Main 
Concourse, Harbour City, Tsimshatsui.

The event was held to raise local awareness of 
the maritime business sector which continues 
to be an important contributor to Hong Kong’s 
success. 

Arthur Bowring, Managing Director of the 
Hong Kong Shipowners’ Association, said: “This 
third Maritime Week will be an important event 
for Hong Kong, because Hong Kong’s past, 
present and future are closely tied in with its 
maritime expertise.”

Director of Marine Roger Tupper and Hong 
Kong Shipowners’ Association chairman David 
Koo declared open the event.

Mr Trupper also presented prizes to three 
shipping companies, COSCO (H.K.) Shipping 
Co Ltd, Sinotrans Shipping Limited and Orient 
Overseas Container Line Ltd. for their contribu-
tion to the Hong Kong shipping industry.

Hong Kong Maritime Week 2007 
held for the 3rd time

Director of Marine, Mr. Roger Tupper (left), presents a plaque 
to Sinotrans Shipping Limited for being the shipowner having 
the most ships continuously on the Hong Kong Shipping 
Register since the establishment of HKSAR.

Director of Marine, Mr. Roger Tupper (left), presents a 
plaque to Orient Overseas Container Line Ltd for registering 
the first containership after the establishment of HKSAR 
and maintaining the ship on the Hong Kong Shipping 
Register.



Overhead view of the Maritime Week Exhibition

Students eagerly studying the information disseminated at Maritime 

Week

MD holds meeting with
Beijing MSA in Chengdu

Marine Department officials, led 
by the Director of Marine, Mr. Roger 
Tupper, held a meeting in Chengdu 
with officials of the Maritime 
Safety Administration from Beijing 
on September 20, 2007 to discuss 
various policy issues of interest to 
both Administrations. 

The meeting, which was organized 
by MSA, exchanged various infor-
mation involving issues concerning 
MARPOL, International Maritime 
Organisation, the Convention on 
Limitation of Liability for Maritime 
Claims, 1976 and so on.

Marine Department officials, led by 
Director of Marine, Mr. Roger Tupper, 
holds meeting with officials of the 
Maritime Safety Administration from 
Beijing
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The Marine Department, which had 
commissioned a steel barge operating 
platform “PB 4” and a daughter petrol 
carrying barge “PLB 2” for the Hong 
Kong Police Force, took delivery of the 
vessels on August 31, 2007.

The new barges, including the “PB 
3” and “PLB 1” that are scheduled for 
delivery to the Marine Police in mid-
October 2007, are part of a new marine 
policing strategy “Versatile Maritime 
Policing Response (VMPR)” that was 
formulated in 2004.

Under the VMPR project, the Hong 
Kong Police Force will integrate the 
existing land and barge based ra-
dar with day-and-night cameras to 
detect targets and respond to suspi-
cious activities. “PB 4” and “PLB 2” are 
now stationed at Kat O while “PB 3” 
and “PLB 1” will be located at Rocky 
Harbour for 24-hour operation. 

“PB 4” comprises an interview 
room, three deck stores and an 

operations control centre. It is also well 
equipped with advanced radar, night 
vision equipment and sophisticated 
telecommunication system for effec-
tive monitoring of vessels’ activities.

The main deck is installed with a 
hydraulic crane and two heavy-duty 
windlasses. The open deck space 
can be used for small boat storage as 
well as a helicopter winching area. 
Auxiliary engine room, crew cabins, 
multi-function rooms, toilets, a galley 
and a store are located in the below-
deck compartments.

“PB 4” has a length of 30 metres, 
breadth of 13 metres, depth of 3 

metres and a fully loaded displace-
ment of 239 tonnes. It is a stationary 
surveillance platform to apprehend 
illegal immigrants, detain smuggling 
vessels and provide support for search 
and rescue operation.

The 15-metre “PLB 2”, which is 
moored adjacent to “PB 4”, has a 20-
tonne petrol carrying capacity and 
provides logistic support for police 
high speed craft and inflatable boats. 
A designated mooring system will 
be specially adopted for operation of 
these barges under severe weather 
conditions. 

Hong Kong Police gets new barges
to fight illegal activities

Petrol carrying barge

Steel barge operating platform
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MD Training Centre sees 99.63 pct 
trainee growth

Established at an initial cost of 
US$1 million, the Marine Department 
Training Centre has conducted about 
28 classes yearly between 2004 and 
2006 with a trainee rate of 270 to 539 
per year.

A Senior Marine Officer, two Marine 
Officers and an Assistant Marine 
Controller with clerical support oper-
ate the centre which was established 
in December 2000.

The Centre is equipped with audio 
and visual teaching aids in lecture 
rooms, and it  also has various com-
puter based simulators including: 
Full Mission Ship Simulator, Vessel 
Traffic Services(VTS) Simulator, 
Global Maritime Distress and Safety 
System(GMDSS) Simulator, Search 
and Rescue(SAR) Simulator, and Oil 
Spill Model Simulator, to further 
enhance training quality. 

The Centre currently has 3 trainers, 
who are all former ship officers with 
vast experience in various capacities. 
Furthermore, they all received con-
tinuous professional trainings locally 
and overseas in order to equip them 
with the necessary qualifications or to 

upkeep the training quality. 
A wide spectrum of training rang-

ing from maritime professional, port 
management, search and rescue, to 
port security, including the provi-
sion of maritime related training or 
utilization of equipment for the public 
on demand at a cost recovery basis, is 
carried out, with some of the courses 
being in the ‘Train-the-Trainer’ levels.

The Centre also provides intro-
ductory courses to new comers, on-
the-job enhancement and refresh-
ment training to existing work forces, 
and tailor made courses for special 
operational needs, incorporating 
knowledge and skills in each course to 
suit the department and the govern-
ment’s objectives. 

Training courses include: Marine 
Inspector Training, Vessel Traffic 
Operator and Supervisor Training, 
GMDSS Operator Training, Search 
Mission Coordinator and On-Scene-
Coordinator Training, Ship Handling 
training, Radar and ARPA Training, 
Oil Pollution Control Training, Elec-
tronic Chart Information and Display 
System Training, Law Enforcement 

Training, etc. to suit for the depart-
ment and of the government’s training 
requirement.

The Training Centre also needs to 
comply with its own Quality Policy and 
Quality Objectives to meet with the 
ISO accreditation requirements. All of 
them are being constantly monitored 
by the department’s Quality Assurance 
Section through mandatory internal 
audits, and with external audits con-
ducted yearly by an independent ex-
ternal certification body, in delivering 
accredited training services. 

Furthermore, requirements from 
other authorities in conducting rele-
vant model courses, such as GMDSS, 
IALA, and Seafarers’ Certification 
Sections, are also complied with.

An Annual Training Plan is set in 
each year to cope with the training 
need for the smooth operation of the 
department and of the government. 
While the training centre focuses on 
quality training, the total number of 
classes and trainees may vary from 
year to year.
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Outstanding 
Service Award 
goes to Marine 
Department

The Hong Kong Shipping Register 
under the Marine Department took 
part in the Civil Service Outstand-
ing Service Award Scheme 2007 (the 
Scheme), and was given the Service 
Improvement Award under the 
Specialised Service category.

The Scheme was launched by the 
Civil Service Bureau in 1999 with 
objectives to:
• promote a culture of quality service 

and customer-oriented approach in 
the civil service;

• recognise the efforts and achieve-
ments of departments in the pursuit 
of service excellence; and, 

• motivate departments and their staff 
to pursue continuous improvement 
in the delivery of public service.

The Marine Department conducted 
an annual exercise – a Maritime Oil 
Spill Response Plan – on October 12, 
at Mo Tat Wan, off Lamma Island. 

The exercise, which aimed to 
reaffirm both government depart-
ments’ and industry’s maritime oil 
spill response readiness, included the 

Oil spill drill 
off Lamma

cleaning up of spilt oil and setting 
up of protection arrangements for 
environmentally sensitive areas.  

Other participants in the drill in-
cluded the Civil Aid Service, Food & 
Environmental Hygiene Department, 
Government Flying Service, Police, 
Chevron, Shell, Sinopec, ExxonMobil 
and Hong Kong Response Ltd. 

Participants of the Maritime Oil Spill Response 
Plan exercise

Director of Marine Mr. Roger Tupper poses with colleagues from the Shipping Register after the 
award presentation ceremony


