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The Director of Marine, Mr. Roger Tupper, 
presented renowned actor Mr. Ken Wong a letter 
to mark his appointment as the Water Sports Safety 
Ambassador. Mr. Wong also plays a major role in a TV 
Announcement in Public Interest (API) which aims 
to raise safety awareness of boaters and swimmers.   

Officiating at the Water Sports Safety Educational 
Seminar cum Appointment of Water sport Safety 
Ambassador and Launching of the API Ceremony 
held on May 2, Mr Tupper said: “Over the past few 
years, fatal marine accidents involving swimmers and 
boaters have occurred in waters adjacent to popular 
beaches, especially in the summer season when water 
sport activities peak.  

Actor Ken Wong 
named Water Sports 
Safety Ambassador 

The Director of Marine, Mr Roger Tupper (right), presenting 
appointment letter to Mr Ken Wong (left) as “Water Sports Safety 
Ambassador”.
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On February 26, Director of 
Marine, Mr. Roger Tupper, presented 
commendations to 21 people for risk-
ing lives to rescue others in Hong 
Kong waters last year.

The Marine Department, which 
is responsible for all Hong Kong 
maritime matters and safety standards 
of all classes and types of vessels, 
presented the commendations to 15 
police officers, three Star Ferry Co 
Ltd’s crew members, two civilians and 
an Asiatic Marine Ltd staff member.

“A key commitment is to ensure safe 
port operations so that every ship that 
comes to Hong Kong can carry out 
its business smoothly and efficiently,” 
Mr. Tupper said. “This commitment 
extends to safety of recreational boat-
ing which has experienced a surge in 
popularity in recent years.”

21 heroes commended for 
saving lives at sea 

Director of Marine, Mr. Roger Tupper, (middle of standing row) photographed with 21 heroes 
who risked their lives to rescue others in Hong Kong waters last year. 

Deputy Director of Marine Mr. W.K. Lee chats with an official from the 
Bureau of Communications of Shenzhen Municipality Port Administration  
during the Shenzhen port spring dinner held in Hong Kong on March 
8, 2007. Earlier, Mr Lee gave a speech outlining the strong cooperation 
between Shenzhen and Hong Kong authorities regarding various port 
related matters.

Close ties with Shenzhen
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The Government’s “Sea-going 
Training Incentive Scheme”, supported 
by the Marine Department and the 
Hong Kong shipowners’ financial 
incentive scheme, has attracted more 
youngsters to take up a seafaring 
career, according to Mr. Marso Law, 
Convenor of the Maritime Professional 
Promotion Federation. 

 Under the incentive schemes, 
each cadet receives a monthly salary 
of US$350 from shipowners and an 
additional HK$4,000 from the training 
scheme. The schemes have produced 
the first batch of youngsters who 
have already completed a two-year 
cadetship at sea, including some who 
have even obtained the Class 3 Deck/ 
Engineer Officer’s qualification.

“The Government’s sea-going 

Incentives attract more youngsters to take 
up seafaring career

training scheme for young people is 
very important symbolically, without 
which a youngster will not find the 
shipowners’ salary alone attractive 
enough to go to sea,” Mr. Law said.

Without fresh blood, the port 
and maritime support industries in 
the future will face major difficul-
ties in recruiting manpower as their 
successors, he said. 

On April 4, deck cadets and engine 

Some of the first batch of young people who have already completed a two-year seafaring 
cadetship at sea.

Mr. Marso Law, Convenor of the Maritime Professional Promotion Federation (centre) said more 
youngsters were taking up seafaring careers due to the financial assistance scheme from the 
Government.

cadets who had completed their two-
year cadetship at sea, shared their feel-
ings and experience of their seafaring 
career with the media onboard “Star 
Pisces” of Star Cruises.

So far, a total of 62 deck cadets and 
engine cadets have joined the “Sea-
going Training Incentive Scheme”, 
while another 10 more have joined 
seafaring careers without any form of 
aid.



4

The Chief Executive, Mr. Donald 
Tsang, said he was pleased to learn 
that Hong Kong is now ranked among 
the top five world merchant fleet.

“I am confident that the Marine 
Department will keep up its good 
work and will continue to endeavour 
to strengthen Hong Kong’s status as 
an international shipping centre,” he 
said during his visit to the department 
on April 12 to get a better understand-
ing of its work.

Accompanied by the Acting Direc-
tor of Marine, Mr. W.K. Lee, the Chief 
Executive visited the Vessel Traffic 
Centre on the top of the Macau Ferry 
Terminal in Central. 

The centre, aided by a Vessel 
Traffic Service system, regulates and 
monitors the vessels’ movements 
within the Hong Kong waters through 
a computer-aided radar network and 
direct radio communications between 
vessels and Vessel Traffic Controllers.

The Department also allayed Mr. 
Tsang’s concern of navigational safety 
during foggy weather, by explaining 
that the Department, besides having 
close liaison with the Hong Kong 
Observatory, also reminded ship 
masters to exercise extreme caution 
and to comply with the International 
Regulations for Preventing Collision 
at Sea.

The Chief Executive then visited the 
Maritime Rescue and Co-ordination 
Centre (MRCC), which co-ordinates 
all available resources, including the 
Government Flying Service, Hong 
Kong Police Force, Fire Services 
Department, as well as the Mainland 
and other governments. MRCC per-
forms search and rescue operations 
for maritime distress situations and 
covers a sea area of about 450,000 
square nautical miles, including Hong 
Kong waters and the major part of the 
South China Sea.

Mr. Tsang also commended the 
MRCC for its prompt response to dis-
tress alerts from vessels. In 2006, the 
MRCC handled 214 cases of vessel 
emergencies, 53 of which developed 
into search and rescue operations. A 
total of 238 people were rescued.

The Chief Executive was then trans-
ported by Government launch Tin 
Hau to the Government Dockyard on 
Stonecutters Island. He was briefed on 
the department’s operation, in partic-
ular the Hong Kong Shipping Registry 
and ship safety inspections during the 
journey. 

Through the Hong Kong Ship-
ping Register’s dedicated efforts, the 
registry’s fleet has increased by five-
fold and has just crossed the 33.4 
million gross tonnage mark, with a 
record high of 1,177 ships.

Before ending his visit, the Chief 
Executive toured the Government 
Dockyard’s workshops and chatted 
with the technical staff to learn 
more about the government vessels’ 
maintenance.
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HK’s top five world merchant 
fleet ranking pleases CE

Chief Executive Mr. Donald Tsang being briefed about the Hong Kong Shipping Register on board the Tin Hau.

Chief Executive 
Mr. Donald 
Tsang has a 
few words with 
Government 
Dockyard staff.

Chief Executive 

Mr. Donald Tsang 

talking with Marine 

Officers about the 

Vessel Traffic Services 

System’s operations.
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Chief Executive Mr. Donald Tsang being briefed about the Hong Kong Shipping Register on board the Tin Hau.

Chief Executive Mr. Donald 
Tsang gets first hand 
knowledge of MRCC’s 
operations after being briefed 
by Head of MRCC.

Chief Executive Mr. Donald Tsang 
visiting the Government Dockyard 
which is fully equipped and is 
responsible for efficient management 
and maintenance of the Government 
Fleet of about 600 vessels – large and 
small.
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On February 15, Ms. Eva Cheng, 
Permanent Secretary for Economic 
Development & Labour Bureau, 
presented awards to COSCO (H.K.) 
Shipping Co., Limited, Seaspan 
Corporation and Vishnu Shipping 
Limited for their strong support of the 
Hong Kong Shipping Register.

Representatives of TI Guardian  
K/S, Univan Ship Management 
Limited and Cape Spencer Shipping 
Limited similarly received awards 
from Mr. David Koo, chairman of the 
Hong Kong Shipowners’ Association, 
for their support of the HKSR.

Mr. Roger Tupper, Director of 
Marine, also presented awards to 
Seaspan Corporation, Anglo-Eastern 
Ship Management Limited and Dellex 
Limited for their strong backing of the 
HKSR.

Hong Kong Shipping Register Awards 2007 
– the Best of the Best

Director of Marine, Mr. Roger Tupper (seated left), Ms. Eva Cheng, Permanent Secretary for 
Economic Development & Labour Bureau (seated middle), Mr. David Koo, chairman of the Hong 
Kong Shipowners’ Association (seated right) photographed with HKSR award recipients.

Mr. David Koo presents HKSOA’s 50th 
anniversary commemoration souvenir 
to Ms. Eva Cheng.Ms. Eva Cheng presents award 

to Mr. Ning Paokun from COSCO 
(HK) Shipping Co., Ltd, for being 
the company with the most gross 
tonnage - 75 ships totalling 2.76 
million gross tonnage - on the 
Hong Kong Shipping Register.
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Mr. Vishal Khurana from 
Chellaram Shipping (Hong 
Kong) Limited receives 
award from Ms. Eva Cheng, 
on behalf of Vishnu Ship-
ping Ltd which owns the 
31,226 GT bulk carrier, 
m.v. Darya Vishnu that 
crossed the 31 million gross 
tonnage mark of the Hong 
Kong Shipping Register on 
July 13, 2006.

Dr. Helmut Sohmen (left) from World-
wide Shipping Agency Ltd receives award 
from Mr. Roger Tupper on behalf of Dellex 
Limited, the owner of the m.t. BW Bauhinia, 
the ship that crossed the HKSR’s 33 million 
gross tonnage mark on January 18, 2007.

Anglo-Eastern Ship Management 
representative Mr. Marcel Liedts (left) 
receives award from Mr. Roger Tupper on 
behalf of his company for being the ship 
company managing the highest number of 
Hong Kong registered ships.

Director of Marine (right) presents award to 
Mr. Liston Lee, from Seaspan Corporation, 
for dedicating the company’s whole fleet to 
the HKSR.

Ms. Eva Cheng presents award to Mr. 
Liston Lee from Seaspan Corporation as the 
shipowning company which placed the most 
number of ships and gross tonnage on the 
HKSR in 2006.

Mr. P.B.Subbiah (left) from Pacific Basin 
(HK) Limited receives award from Mr. David 
Koo. Award went to bulk carrier m.v. Pelorus 
Island for being the ship that crossed the 32 
million gross tonnage mark of the HKSR on 
October 24, 2006.

Mr. David Koo (left) presents award to Capt. 
Gusain, from Univan Ship Management 
Ltd, for managing the most Hong Kong 
registered ships.

Ms. Cissy Fan from  
Holman Fenwick 
& Wilan, receives 
award from Mr. David 
Koo on behalf of TI 
Guardian K/S, owner 
of 162,361 tonnage 
tanker m.t. TI 
Guardian, the largest 
gross tonnage ship  
joined the HKSR in 
2006.
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“Investigation into these accident 
causes reveals that most of them 
can be attributed to boaters’ incon-
sideration or sometimes reckless 
driving behavior as well as swimmers 
being unaware of the potential risk 
of danger when swimming outside 
beach barriers and offshore amongst 
anchored boats.” 

As marine safety measures are in-
effective without the awareness and 
cooperation of boaters and swim-
mers, the Marine Police (Marpol), the 
Leisure and Cultural Services Depart-
ment (LCSD) and Marine Department 
(MD) have jointly put more effort into 
education and promotions to high-
light proper safety procedures when 
boaters and swimmers are in close 
proximity.

Measures include: an educational 
seminar; the appointment of a Water 
Sports Safety Ambassador and the 
launching of a TV/Radio API for the 
purpose of disseminating marine 
safety messages to the public and 
particularly, the boating community.

To underline safety at sea, Marpol 
and MD will step up its patrol activities 
in the vicinity of the speed restriction 
zones, water areas surrounding 
popular gazetted beaches and water 
sport sites, including launching a 
series of anti-speeding operations. 

continued from page 1

Actor Ken Wong named 
Water Sports Safety 
Ambassador 

More than 100 people from the boating community and water sports associations participated in 
Water Sports Safety Educational Seminar. Picture shows active discussion at the Seminar. 

Deputy Director of Marine 
Mr. W.K. Lee attended the nam-
ing ceremony of the newbuilding 
“Cape Shanghai” that was held in 
Shanghai on March 31, reflecting 
the Marine Department’s support 
for its customer.

The 88,853 gross tonnage bulk 
carrier, owned by Cape Asia New-

MD shows support at ‘Cape 
Shanghai’ naming ceremony

buildings (II) Ltd and registered on 
the Hong Kong Shipping Register, 
has a length of 280.04 metres, 
breadth of 45 metres and depth of 
24.5 metres.

Wah Kwong Shipping Agency 
Co. Ltd is the vessel’s management 
company.


