
The Mar ine Depar tment  is
optimistic about the Hong Kong

Shipping Register’s future as it already
has about 40 vessels with one million
gross tonnage (GT) in the pipeline seeking
registration in the next couple of months.

According to Director of Marine Tsui
Shung-yiu, the shipping register had
about 740 vessels of 24.07m GT on its
book in July and hoped to cross the 25m
GT mark this year.

“We are seeing more Chinese-owned
ships and foreign shipowners coming to
Hong Kong recently to enquire how to
place their ships on the Hong Kong
shipping register,” he said.

Due to the July 1 implementation of the
International Ship and Port Facility
Security Code, many shipowners who had
placed their vessels with “FOCs” (flag of
convenience) were now looking at
alternate registers, including the Hong
Kong register because of its quality
services.

Mr. Tsui said having qualified for the
tough US QUALSHIP 21 scheme -
introduced to eliminate substandard
shipping and to provide owners who
maintain quality operations with incentives
- in March this year,  the Marine
Department was taking pro-active action
to maintain that position.

The Department is conduct ing
seminars for shipowners and operators on
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the importance of signing up with
seamen’s union before employing
qualified seafarers for work on board their
ships to avoid spats with unions involving
compliance with the ILO’98 Convention.

At the seminars, the Department will
also share both its experience and those
of i ts counterparts overseas with
shipowners and operators to enable them
to avoid the pitfalls that led to ship
detentions under ISPS and also how to

face the challenge of maintaining Hong
Kong’s QUALSHIP 21 status.

Asked about how ISPS was working
in Hong Kong, Mr. Tsui said ISPS was
working fine in general and the security
message had been spread out to the
maritime industry. “But the greatest
challenge is for the port facilities and
shipowners to follow closely the provisions
of their security plans on board their ships
and at their port facilities,” he said.
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▲ Introduction of the Sea-going Training Incentive Scheme by Mr So Ping-chi
General Manager of the Shipping Registry and Seafarers’ Branch to HK PolyU
students of Maritime Studies. Mr. Jimmy NG of the Department of Logistics
(extreme right) presents souvenir to Mr So (middle).

Training Incentive Scheme to
woo HK youngsters to go to sea

In a move to woo more Hong

Kong youngsters to join the
maritime industry, the Sea-going

Training Incentive Scheme was

launched on July 26 to provide
financial incentives for qualified

youngsters during their sea-going

cadetship training period.
A spokesman for Economic

Development and Labour Bureau said

the industry, which has only a handful
of young people  interested in a

maritime sector career, is faced with

problems of an ageing seafaring
workforce and a lack of new blood for

shore-based professional jobs due to

the rapid growth and diversification of
the Hong Kong economy in recent

years.

“To maintain and develop Hong
Kong’s role as an international

maritime centre, it is essential to

encourage  more  Hong  Kong
youngsters to take on and complete

sea-going training with a view to

developing their careers in the
maritime industry,” he said.

After their Sea-going training, the

cadets will qualify to sit for the Class
3 Deck/Engineer Officer Examination,

which will pave the way for them to

become shore-based professionals in
the maritime industry.

The government has worked

closely with the maritime industry and

marit ime training institutes in the
development and formulation of the Sea-

going Training Incentive Scheme through

the Hong Kong Maritime Industry Council
(MIC).

Those interested can contact the

Mar ine Depar tment ’s  Seafarers ’
Certification Section for details. Tel:

2852 4368 or 2852 4362. Application

forms are available at the Seafarers’

Certification Section office at 3/F,

Harbour Building, 38 Pier Road,
Central or they can be downloaded

from the Marine Department’s website

at www.mardep.gov.hk/en/forms/pdf/
mo904.rtf.

Information on the scheme can

also be found at the MD website at
www.mardep.gov.hk/en/others/sgtis.

html and MIC website at www.mic.

gov.hk.
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Exemption on HK Vessel Master &
Engineer certificates

Under  a  recent  exempt ion
a r r a n g e m e n t ,  H o n g  K o n g

residents who hold recognized certificates

issued and approved by Chinese
authorities can apply for Hong Kong Local

Fishing Vessel Master and Engineer

Certificates to enable them to operate
Class VI fishing vessels in Hong Kong

waters effective from July 1 in order to

comply with the requirement of Shipping
and Port Control Ordinance, Cap. 313.

The exemption arrangement aims to

provide greater convenience to a vessel

master and engineer of Hong Kong
residents holding Grade 3 or 4 Type A

certificates issued by the Bureau of

Fisheries Management and Fishing Port
Superintendence People’s Republic of

China (PRC) and endorsed by the Bureau

of Fishing Port Superintendence of
Guangdong, PRC to operate between

Guangdong and Hong Kong waters.

As regards the issue of Exemption
Certificate for Engineer only, the owner

of a Class VI fishing vessel may also apply

for such a certificate to allow a person

holding a recognized engineer certificate
capable of serving as engineer to take

charge of his/her vessel.

These Hong Kong certificates and
Exemption Certificate for Engineer issued

based on the exemption arrangement will

expire according to the expiry date of his/
her recognized PRC certificates.

Application for these certificates can be

made at the Seafarers’ Certification
Section of Marine Department, 3/F,

Harbour Building, 38 Pier Road, Central,

Hong Kong. Tel: 2544 7214.

Crew operating in Mainland waters
face tightened rules on training

The Marine Department has
informed shipowners, operators

and crew of Hong Kong licensed fishing
vessels that the Bureau of Fishing Port
Superintendence of Guangdong requires
all PRC crew working on Hong Kong
licensed fishing vessels that ply within
Mainland waters to be professionally
trained effective from August 1.

The crew is required to carry a PRC
Fishery Vessel Crew Certificate to show
that their compliance with professional
training (called “four mini certificates” in
short).

With effect from August 1, 2005, the
authority also requires all Hong Kong crew

(including master and engineer) working
on Hong Kong licensed fishing vessels
within Mainland waters to carry with them
the “four mini certificates”.

The “four mini certificates” is the
certification issued by the authority to
certify that the crew has completed four
subjects, namely, ‘Shipboard Fire
Fighting’, ‘Survival at Sea’, ‘First Aids at
Sea’, and ‘Proficiency in Survival Craft
and Rescue Boats’ as part of their
professional training.

Enrollment for the training course can
be arranged at the six Mobile Fishing
Vessels Offices located at Yangjiang,
Jiangmen, Huizhou, Shenzhen, Zhuhai

and Shanwei of the Guangdong Province.
Applicants can consult these offices for
details directly.

Between August 1 and December 31,
2004, any PRC crew working on Hong
Kong licensed fishing vessels in the
Mainland waters who cannot produce the
required certificates for inspection will be
warned by the authorized officer.

However, if the PRC and HK crew
cannot produce the required certificate for
inspection by the authorized officers after
January 1, 2005 and August 1, 2005
respectively, legal action will be taken
against them.

Senior Surveyor of Ships/Seafarers’
Certification Y M Cheng (fifth from
right, second row) held a meeting with
mainland officials and HK fishermen’s
associations to exchange views on
professional training for fishing
vessels’ crew.

▲
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On July 13, Hongkong Inter-
national Terminals received the

super-carrier “CSCL Asia” on its
maiden voyage demonstrating that the
territory is fully equipped to handle the
largest container ships in the world.

China Shipping Container Lines
Company Limited (CSCL) operates the
CSCL Asia which  is now the world’s
largest full container vessel with an 8,
500 TEU (twenty-foot equivalent unit)
capacity.

S e c r e t a r y  f o r  E c o n o m i c
Development and Labour Stephen Ip,
who officiated at a ceremony to mark
the super-carrier’s visit to Kwai Chung,

Hong Kong port receives mega
boxship on maiden voyage

said the event demonstrated that Hong
Kong facilities and container terminals had
the capability to handle the world’s mega
boxships.

Mr Ip also welcomed CSCL’s decision
to register CSCL Asia with the Hong Kong
Shipping Register, which had expanded
from 9.3 million tons in 1999 to the present
24.4 million tons.

CSCL Asia is the first of five 8,500 TEU
container vessels ordered by CSCL. The
carrier has also ordered eight 9,600 TEU
mega vessels that wil l commence
operation in the next few years.

Replying a question on port safety, Mr
Ip said the security of Hong Kong port’s

fac i l i t ies and ships had been
enhanced to prevent  terror is t
activities, and the territory also
complies with the International Ship
and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code
that became effective on July 1.

“To date, all Hong Kong port
facilities comply with the ISPS Code
requirements. Almost all Hong Kong
registered ships have adopted
approved security plans, and nearly
80 percent of them have already been
issued with International Ship Security
Certificates,” Mr Ip said.

The Secretary for
Economic Development
and Labour Stephen Ip
(middle) and the Director
of Marine Tsui Shung-yiu
(second from right),
officiating at a ceremony
to mark the Hong Kong
maiden voyage of the
world’s largest full
container vessel, CSCL
Asia.

▲
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Wah Kwong Shipping Agency Co Ltd has placed yet
another oil tanker, the Ardenne Venture with the Hong

Kong Shipping Register on August 31.

Built by Hyundai Heavy Industries Co Ltd at the Ulsan
shipyard in the Republic of  Korea, the vessel is owned by

Great Hope Enterprises Ltd.

The 161,045 gross tonnage vessel has a length of 320.29
metres, breadth of 60 metres and depth of 27.8 metres. Its

net tonnage is 109,921 tons.

The vessel, whose keel was laid on April, 2004, will be
managed by Wah Kwong Ship Management (Hong Kong)

Ltd.

Ardenne Venture joins HK
Shipping Register

Mrs Betty Tung, wife of HKSAR Chief Executive
presents a plaque to the captain of the M.T. Ardenne
Venture.

▲
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Port of Hong Kong 2004 distributed
free-of-charge

The  Por t  o f  Hong  Kong  -
Handbook and Directory 2004,

containing the most updated information
about the world’s busiest container port
is being distributed free-of-charge.

Published by Informa Maritime and
Transport, the handbook that is available
only in English, includes clear details
of Hong Kong’s role as an
A s i a n  h u b ,  i t s

economy, port facilities and shipping
industry.

Complimentary copies are being
handed  ou t  to  sh ipp ing - re la ted
companies, organizations and individuals
on a first-come, first-served basis while

stock lasts.
H o n g  K o n g - b a s e d

organizations and individuals,
by presenting a request
letter (addressed to the
D i r e c t o r  o f  M a r i n e )
showing their relationship
to the shipping industry,
c a n  c o l l e c t  O N E

complimentary copy of the handbook from
the Marine Department’s Information and
Public Relations Section. For overseas
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,
requests can be sent by e-mail to
ipro_mdd@mardep.gov.hk, fax or by mail
containing their full name, mailing
address, and a statement on how they are
related to the shipping industry.

The Information and Public Relations
Section’s address is:

24th Floor, Harbour Building
38 Pier Road, Central
Hong Kong
Fax: (852) 2543 8531

Free handout of Port of HK Handbook
and Directory 2004. Useful handbook
for people who wish to do business with
Hong Kong port.

▲
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Commissioned by the Marine
Department, the last of an order

of three ultra fast intercepting vessels was

delivered to the Hong Kong Police Force
in July.

The Police will operate these ultra fast

vessels to strengthen the maritime
counter-terrorism task and detect vessels

engaged in criminal acts as well as for

transporting the Counter Assault Team to

provide protection during marine based
VIP visits to Hong Kong.

With a length of 16.4 metres and a

beam of 2.86 metres, the FRP vessel was
specially designed to perform various

missions. The wheelhouse hard top and

forward rough deck cover can be
configured with a variety of weather and

seating opt ions to meet di fferent

operational modes.

Installed with three 820HP diesel
engines and 2-speed gearboxes, the

vessel can reach a maximum speed of

65 knots and carry four crew members
and a troop of 16 persons.

The vessels have been fitted with

diesel engines instead of the more
hazardous petrol engines to greatly

enhance the safety, durability and

reliability of the boat.

New 65-knot Ultra Fast Intercepting
Vessels for Hong Kong Police
Force.
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