
The Marine Department is closely
monitoring Hong Kong registered

ships’ quality performance from data
posted on the Tokyo MOU’s Asia Pacific
Computerized Information System
(APCIS) to help shipowners meet Port
State Control (PSC) requirements.

The exercise, aimed to minimize ship
detentions and deficiencies arising from
PSC inspections as well as to reduce
maritime and shipboard accidents of Hong
Kong registered ships, was started earlier
this year.

“We endeavour to enhance the ship
quality through daily monitoring to ensure
Hong Kong registered ships are well
maintained and managed in compliance
with international regulations,” Marine
Department Senior Surveyor / Security &
Quality Assurance Cheung Sik-woon said.

T h e  To k y o  M e m o r a n d u m  o f
Understanding (MOU), concluded in
December 1993 at its final preparatory
meeting in Tokyo, established APCIS to
create a two-way data flow between
authorities on ships inspections at
regional ports to assist them in their
selection of foreign flag ships to be
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inspected and their PSC
exercise on selected
ships.

Mr Cheung said if the
daily monitoring comes up
with data of a Hong Kong
registered ship that needs
fixing, the Department will
contact the ship manager
to advise him to take
remedial action or to
consult with him to find a
solution to a problem that
might otherwise cause the
ship to be detained.

“Most ship manage-
ment companies will co-
operate with the Marine
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Flag state quality control inspection is carried out by a
surveyor to minimize maritime and shipboard accidents.
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Department and they usually respond
positively to our advice about ship and
crew performance,” he said.

Some ship manage-ment companies
even invite the Department to send
professionals to their company to brief
their technical staff on how to implement
measures  to  meet  in te rna t iona l
requirements, including the Tokyo MOU
and the Paris MOU.

In order to avoid substandard ships
from creeping into our register, the
Department will check the quality of ships
proposed for registration as well as
assess the quality of the management
company before making a decision to
accept the ships for registrat ion.
Registration may likely be refused if the
quality of ship or management company
is found to be sub-standard.



O n  J u n e  5 ,  2 0 0 3  M a r i n e
Department officials were jubilant

when the Hong Kong Shipping Register
(HKSR) passed through the 18 million
gross registered tonnage (GRT) mark,
thanks again to the joint efforts of the
Government and the industry.

The registration of the 159,456 grt
VLCC ‘Venture Spirit’- the biggest vessel
on the HKSR - sets a new record high for
the registry which has come a long way
since new measures and initiatives to
boost the HKSR were introduced by the
Government in April 1999.

The addition of the oil tanker, whose
keel was laid on June 17, 2002 at the
Hitachi Zosen shipyard in Kumamoto,
Japan, boosted the total tonnage of the
registry to  a record 18.01 million GRT.

Wah Kwong Satellite Technology Co
Ltd is the registered owner of the ‘Venture
Spirit’ that is 321.34-metre in length and
60 metres in breadth. Her representative

Hong Kong Shipping Register tops
18 million GRT mark
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Deputy Director of Marine
Roger Tupper and General

Manager of the Shipping Registry and
Seafarer ’s Branch So Ping-chi
officiated at the Open Day Ceremony
ce leb ra t i ons  o f  t he  Mar i t ime
Administration of Macau SAR on May
20, 2003.

Mr Tupper, who was a guest of

Maritime Administration of
Macau SAR Open Day

Captain Chen Shizhou (left), General
Manager of Top Glory Shipping
Company Ltd, collects certificate
signed by Deputy Director of Marine
Roger Tupper.

honour at the event, presented awards
to the winners of a wind surfing event.
Both Mr Tupper and Mr So also
witnessed an e-chart issuance
ceremony.

The Maritime Administration of
Macau SAR Director Ms Susana Wong
Soi-man exchanged souvenirs with
Mr Tupper.

is Wah Kwong Shipping Agency Co Ltd.
Prior to this, Top Trader Maritime Inc.

registered the 35,890 grt bulk carrier, M.
V. Top Trader, and Captain Chen Shizhou,
General Manager of Top Glory Shipping

▲

Wah Kong Shipping Holdings Ltd
chairman George Chao (left) collects
certificate for ship that crossed the
18 million grt mark from Director of
Marine Tsui Shung-yiu.

▲

Company Ltd, collected the registration
certificate on April 8 from Deputy Director
of Marine Roger Tupper to mark the
HKSR crossed the 17 million GRT
mark.



When the Severe  Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS)

was reported in March, the Marine
Department put out an early warning
to shipowners, agents and people in
the industry notifying them to take
precautionary measures to combat the
disease on March 25, 2003.

Since then, the Department has
been continually monitoring the
situat ion dai ly.  On Apri l  1, the
Department issued another notice to
all vessels, including river trade vessels
from the Pearl River Delta in southern
China to report on crew members’
health conditions in their radio-pratique
and declaration for pre-arrival.

Marine Department officials also

MD gives early SARS warning
to shipping industry

participated in recent consultative
committee meetings with port operators
and the local shipping community to
discuss the Department of Health’s
measures such as filling out health
declaration forms that were imposed on
passengers arriving in Hong Kong.

Every sector of the industry was
suggested to issue appropriate guidelines
based on information provided by the
Department of Health.

As for local fishing vessels, which are
exempted from submitting pre-arrival
notice, the Marine Department held
meetings with the fishermen associations
to remind fishermen of body temperature
checks for those working on board and
reporting suspected cases to the Port

Health Office. The fishing vessels
should also submit a declaration of
health on departure to the Department.

A Malaysian-registered cargo ship,
which departed from Thailand for
Guangdong, entered Hong Kong
waters on May 4 after its captain
thought 10 of its 24 crew members had
come down with SARS. Hong Kong’s
obligations under International Search
a n d  R e s c u e  C o n v e n t i o n  a n d
International Health Regulations were
taken into account in rendering the
assistance. The 10 crew members were
later confirmed to be free from SARS
at the Princess Margaret Hospital.
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Wallem Ship Management managing
director Rob Grool (third from left)
presented a HK$90,000 cheque to the
Hong Kong Sea School vice patron Tsui
Shung-yiu (fourth from left), who is also
the Director of Marine, on May 28, 2003.
Wallem made the donation to upgrade the
equipment of the School’s Sea Activity
Centre as part of its recent Centenary
celebrations.



School briefings on Hong Kong port
operations & MD’s role

The Planning & Development
B r a n c h  o f  t h e  M a r i n e

Department’s Planning & Services
Division has organized a series of
briefings for primary and secondary
students, as builders of Hong Kong
tomorrow, to enable them to gain a
boarder view of Hong Kong port and to
understand the Marine Department’s role
and responsibilities.

With China’s accession to the World
Trade Organization, Hong Kong port has
become even more crucial to global trade
and investment flows and the briefings are
intended to impart this knowledge to Hong
Kong students. And many schools have
expressed their interest in the activity.

The activity is expected to inspire
school children in primary and secondary

schools as well as gain their confidence
in the future of Hong Kong as a major
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s h i p p i n g  c e n t r e ,
transshipment and logistics hub in the
world.

Through these briefing sessions, the
Department intends to expose students
to shipping and maritime activities and
their important contributions to the
HKSAR – a core element in the territory’s
success.

The first briefing, comprising a video
presentation and a general briefing about
Hong Kong port, was held for about 300
secondary one students of the True Light
Middle School of Hong Kong on May 19.
The briefing received good response and
students displayed keen interest in the
topic.
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In recognition of their bravery and for risking their lives

to save others in Hong Kong waters last year, the
Marine Department presented commendations to 21 heroes

and praised them highly for their community spirit.

For their exemplary deed, Director of Marine Tsui Shung-
yiu presented a plaque and a certificate to three Star Ferry

Co Ltd crew members, four civilians, 12 police officers, a

Correctional Services Department staff member and a Food
and Environmental Hygiene Department staff member at a

special commendation ceremony in early April.

And in promoting safety for shipping, the Marine
Department will host the 10th International Symposium on

Vessel Traffic Services (VTS) from February 10-13, 2004 at

the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre.

Twenty-one heroes
commended for
saving lives at sea

Hong Kong port briefing for students of
the True Light Middle School.

▲

The Marine Department has printed
5,000 leaflets for distribution to students
who will be the next generation Hong
Kong leaders.

More briefings at schools will be
conducted in the coming months.

Exchanging souvenirs following the
Hong Kong port briefing.

▲
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The Marine Department has
commissioned a study to assess

present and future levels of marine traffic
risks in Hong Kong waters, which will
propose options to mitigate any identified
risks for the sustainability of the Hong
Kong port.

On May 10, 2003, the Central
Consultants Selection Board (CCSB)
endorsed the Department’s Consultants
Assessment Panel’s recommendation to
appoint BMT Asia Pacific Ltd to conduct
the study in three phases over a nine-
month period.

The study was commenced on May
26, 2003, following the signing of a
consultancy agreement between Marine
Department’s Assistant Director /Planning
and Services, Mr Francis HP Liu, and
BMT Ltd’s Managing Director, Mr Norman
Di Perno.

Phase I will involve field surveys of
existing marine traffic activities while a
marine traffic assessment and projection
will be carried out for each of the
benchmark years of 2006 and 2011,
including the development of a Marine
Traffic Model under phase II. Phase III will

Marine traffic risk assessment
study for Hong Kong waters

Participants of the Marine traffic risk assessment study for Hong Kong waters contract
signing ceremony pose for a photograph.

involve an assessment of existing risk
mitigation systems and development of
options to mitigate and minimize the risks
identified.

The Marine Department, in conjunction
with other relevant Government bodies,
will, based on the findings of the study,

Marine Department’s Assistant Director/Planning
and Services Francis HP Liu (left) and BMT Ltd’s
Managing Director Norman Di Perno sign the
contract for the Marine traffic risk assessment
study.

assess all possible options and develop
strategy to implement the selected options
in order to ensure that Hong Kong will
continue to provide shipping with one of
the safest and most efficient ports in the
world in the years ahead.

▲

▲



B e i j i n g  M a r i t i m e  S a f e t y
Administration (Beijing MSA) and

Marine Department officials have agreed
that a proposed Hong Kong-Pearl River
Delta navigational channel traff ic
separation scheme should be
worked out and implemented
quickly to enhance waterway
safety in the region.

At the meeting held in
Xiamen on April 9, officials
agreed to sort out the technical
details involving the boundary
between the two areas,
including preparat ion of
necessary charts and other
documentation to allow the
scheme to materialise.

“Documentation has also to
be prepared for submission to
the International Maritime
Organisation to inform them
o f  t h e  c h a n g e s  t o  b e
implemented,” said Mr Tsang
Cheuk-yin, Senior Marine

Work on HK-Pearl River Delta
navigational channel to begin soon
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Officials of the Marine Department and the Beijing Maritime Safety
Administration pose for a photograph after their meeting in
Xiamen. Director of Marine Tsui Shung-yiu is seated second from
the left.

▲

Officer of the Harbour Patrol Section.
The meeting also proposed the

introduction of a two-way exchange
programme for two to three weeks to
enable officials from both sides to gain a

better understanding of how its counter-
part worked as well as to exchange
information and experiences.

Hong Kong, which has world-class
instructors in Vessel Traffic System (VTS)

management and courses
accredited by IALA, has
agreed to extend its training
courses to Chinese officials,
Mr Tsang said.

Initially, a pilot project
will be held and both sides
will assess the outcome
that  migh t  lead  to  the
establishment of a regular
programme in the near
future.

Other topics discussed at
t h e  m e e t i n g  i n c l u d e d
increased ship inspections,
recen t  i n t r oduc t i on  o f
international regulations and
greater co-operation between
both sides in case of some
maritime incidents.



OOCL Shenzhen, the largest
containership in the world with a

capaci ty of  8,063 TEUs (20-foot
equivalent units), was christened at the
Koje shipyard of South Korea’s Samsung
Heavy Industries on April 30, 2003 and
has been registered on the Hong Kong
Shipping Register.

OOCL Shenzhen, which is also the
largest containership built by Samsung
Heavy Industrial Limited, was christened
by Mrs Irene Chang, wife of  Mr T. R.
Chang, chief executive officer of Orient
Overseas Container Line Limited, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Hong Kong-listed
Orient Overseas (International) Limited.

The first in a series of eight ships of
this size that the company has ordered
from the South Korean shipyard, OOCL
Shenzhen made its maiden voyage to

OOCL Shenzhen – world’s largest
containership – flies HK flag
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Hong Kong on May 15, 2003. Director of
Marine Tsui Shung-yiu presented a plaque
to the captain of the OOCL Shenzhen to
mark the occasion.

One more sister vessel wil l  be
delivered this year, four next year and two
in 2005.

OOCL Shenzhen, which is 323 metres
long and can sail at 25.2 knots with a full
load, has been deployed on the China
Europe Express loop of the Asia-Europe
service of the Grand Alliance, of which
OOCL is a member.

The port rotation includes Shanghai/
Xiamen/Yantian/Hong Kong/Singapore/
Suez/Southampton/Hamburg/Rotterdam/
Gioia Tauro/Port Said/Port Kelang/
Singapore/Hong Kong and back to
Shanghai, a round trip of 56 days.

Duo break HK-NY sailing
record, carry symbolic tea
Duo break HK-NY sailing
record, carry symbolic tea

The Hong Kong mari t ime

community shares the joy of two
adventurers who sailed from Hong

Kong on March 16 to reach New York

on May 28 carrying a symbolic cargo
of tea and completing the tough

passage in 72 days 21 hours 11

minutes and 38 seconds – setting a
new sailing record.

Adventurers Rich Wilson, 52, from

Rockport, Massechuttes, and Rich du
Moulin, 56, from Larchmont, New York,

sailed in a 53-foot trimaran - the Great

American II – and broke the 1849
record of 74 days and 14 hours set by

the legendary clipper ship Sea Witch

as she raced home to New England

▲ Adventurers
Rich Wilson
(left), and
Rich du
Moulin
receive a
symbolic
cargo of tea
from
Director of

Marine Tsui Shung-yiu (centre) before the duo
set sail from Hong Kong to New York on March
16.

with a cargo of tea from the orient.

The Director of Marine Tsui Shung-yiu

presented the two adventurers with the
symbolic cargo of tea prior to their

departure from Hong Kong.

▲ OOCL Shenzhen’s Captain Lum Chung-
fatt  (left) accepts a plaque from Director
of Marine Tsui Shung-yiu during the
vessel’s maiden voyage to Hong Kong.



Two high speed pursuit vessels
each with a speed of over 50 knots

in Beaufort wind scale four, commissioned
by the Marine Department, were delivered
to the Customs & Excise (C&E)
Department on 25 March 2003 to boost
its anti-smuggling capabilities.

The new 16.5-metre vessels, “CE 15”
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& “CE 16” are the first batch in a series of
four built by an Italian Shipyard, based on
a design originally developed for offshore
powerboat racing that has been refined
for law enforcement purposes. The
remaining vessels will be delivered in
August 2003.

“Twin 588KW diesel engines provide

High speed pursuit vessels boost
for Customs & Excise Department
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the propulsion power and connect to the
high performance surface drives through
two-speed gearboxes not only enhancing
the acceleration and top speed, but also
giving much more docile control for
manoeuvring,” said Mr Wong Chi-kin,
Marine Department’s Senior Surveyor/
Government New Construction.

“This prominent feature integrated with
the two adjustable trim tabs at stern will
enable the vessel performing well in anti-
smuggling patrols,” he said.

The two-step deep-V hull form of the
vessel, which was adopted to reduce
water resistance, was built in a strong and
light-weighted “Kevlar” balsa-cored
sandwich construction.

The vessel, which accommodates six
crew on individual G-10 dampened seats
in an air-conditioned driving cockpit, has
controls for radar, GPS, electronic charts,
echo-sounder, VHF, etc at the helm.

Forward is a galley and a toilet
provided for the crew during extended
period of operation.

The new 16.5-metre vessels,
“CE 15” & “CE 16” are the first
batch in a series of four built by
an Italian Shipyard, that have a
top speed of 50 knots.

▲
Two high speed
pursuit vessels
that were
delivered to the
Customs &
Excise (C&E)
Department to
boost its anti-
smuggling
capabilities.
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