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The Hong Kong Shipping Register
(HKSR) crossed the 15 million

gross tonnes (GT) mark on August 5 this
year, setting another new record.

According to Director of Marine Tsui
Shung-yiu, the strong and continued
support from the shipping industry had
helped boost the HKSR to its current
position.

“The registration of the new 29,211
gross tonnage chemical and oil carrier
M.T. ‘Maritime Vanessa’, built in 2002 and
owned by Vanessa Navigation Company
Ltd, on the HKSR enabled the registry to
pass the 15 million gross tonnage mark,”
he said.

To mark the event, Mr Tsui signed and
presented the vessel’s certificate of
registry to Mr Chan Yiu-kei, Director of
IMC Shipping, the local agent of M.T.
‘Maritime Vanessa’.

Last year, HKSR recorded a 116%
increase to 13.7 million GT, compared
with that in April 1999 and is in the league
of the top 10 shipping registers in the
world.

The HKSR has come a long way since
the Marine Department carried out major
re-engineering efforts and reforms to beef
it up from its low of 6.3 million GT three
years ago.

Shipowners have praised the reforms
and measures introduced to the HKSR
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Director of Marine Tsui Shung-yiu
presenting the certificate of registry
to Mr Chan Yiu-kei (left), Director of
IMC Shipping, the local agent of
M.T. “Maritime Vanessa”.

to simplify procedures as well as
to lower fees while maintaining
itself as a quality register.

Also on the same day (August
5), a brand new container ship
‘Kota Ganteng’ made her maiden
voyage to Hong Kong after three
weeks of registration in Hong
Kong. To mark the significance of

▲

M.V. “Kota Ganteng” on its maiden voyage to Hong Kong.▲

t he  even t ,  Mr  Tsu i
boarded the vessel and
presented a souvenir to
the shipmaster.

Built earlier this year,
the 28,676 gross tonnage
ship is owned by Kota
G a n t e n g  L t d  a n d
operated by Paci f ic
International Lines (Pte)
Ltd.
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The Marine Department will

host the 10th International
Symposium on Vessel  Traff ic

Services (VTS) from February 10-13,

2004 at the Hong Kong Convention
and Exhibition Centre.

The event, held once every four

years by the International Association
of Marine Aids to Navigation and

Lighthouse Authorities (IALA) national

members on a rotation basis, will be
themed “Man-Machine Integration” in

recognition of the importance of

human contribution to the success of
VTS, that translates into shipping

safety and efficiency.

An exhibition for manufacturers,
vendors and other organisations to

display and demonstrate their

products and services such as ship
transponder system, Electronic Chart

Display and Information System
(ECDIS) ,  VTS/Vesse l  Tra f f i c

10th International Symposium
on Vessel Traffic Services

Management System (VTMS) etc.

wil l  be held concurrently with the
symposium from February 10-12, 2004.

Technical tours will also be organised for

interested participants to see the VTS
development in Hong Kong.

The Marine Department has been

constantly keeping abreast with the latest
development in VTS and is a forerunner

as a VTS service provider. The Hong

Kong VTS system – one of the most
sophisticated systems in the world – was

upgraded at a cost of HK$226 million

to enhance navigation safety and
operation efficiency.

During the symposium, speakers

will deliver their papers covering
various aspects of VTS divided into

five sessions.  All sessions will be held

in plenary.
More details of the events are

available at www.VTS2004.info, which

was launched in June this year
specially for the Symposium.

▲

More details of the
10th International Symposium on

the Vessel Traffic Services at
www.VTS2004.info.
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four months, during the early 1980s, and
having to clean up the mess following a

fire that razed more than 100 fishing and
dwelling boats in Aberdeen typhoon
shelter a few years later had been rather
challenging. Mr Tsang was commended
later for his outstanding performance in
handling these cases.

The Deputy Director
also shares the success
of re-engineering the
Hong Kong Shipping
Register with only about
6.3 million gross tonnage
in 1999 to its present size
with more than 15 million
gross tonnage.

Mr Tsang has also
contributed to the e-
transaction development
o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .
Because of his initiatives
and the efforts of the

Having served for 24 years in the
Marine Department, Deputy

Di rec to r  Tsang
Man-ching, is to
retire in early April
2 0 0 3  a f t e r
exhaus t ing  h is
leave.

Mr Tsang, who
will be on his pre-
retirement leave
from October 2 this
year says he will
r es t  f o r  a  f ew
mon ths  be fo re
picking up one or
two hobbies like
p lay ing go l f  or
learning a new
language.

“ I  h a v e  n o
specific plans upon
ret i rement , ”  he
says.

But one can’t
help wondering
what Mr Tsang’s
most memorable experience is during his
service in the Marine Department.

Looking back, Mr Tsang says the job
of having to clear more than 500 families
dwelling on boats from the Tuen Mun
typhoon shelter within a short period of

Deputy Director to retire after
24 years of service

▲ Deputy Director Tsang Man-ching to retire after 24 years
of service.

1979 – Joined Marine Department as
Marine Officer

1988 – Promoted to Senior Marine Officer

1992 – Promoted to Principal Marine Officer

1994 – Promoted to Assistant Director

1998 – Promoted to Deputy Director until
retirement in April 2003

department’s colleagues, Hong Kong
became the first port in the world to make
available real-time information about
vessels in port, and their arrival and
depar tu re  t ime ,  v ia  the  Mar ine
Department’s home page on the Internet,
to shipping industry.

Mr Tsang, who wishes to thank people
in the industry, especially his colleagues,
for their assistance and close co-operation
during his years of service, says the
Marine Department had transformed to a
very service-orientated department
serving the public over the past few years.

On the way forward, Mr Tsang felt that
Hong Kong should look at closer co-
operation in terms of development,
p l a n n i n g  a n d  o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h
neighbouring ports, as well as continue
to sharpen its edges to stay ahead.

Following is a brief history of Mr
Tsang’s postings in the service:

▲ Mr. Tsang Man-ching (middle), who is to retire formally
in April next year, has been maintaining good
relationship with the shipping sector during his service.

Mr Tsang was commended by the
Director of Marine for outstanding
performance on several occasions. These
included:
◆ Commendation for a job well done

following an Aberdeen typhoon shelter
fire and subsequent clearance of
wrecks and derelicts in February 1987.

◆ Commendation for improving the
performance and the management of
the Government fleet in November
1989.
Mr Tsang was awarded the Bronze

Bauhinia Star by the Chief Executive
earlier this year.
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Two ‘Keka’ class vessels delivered
to Marine Police

Two new superfast “Keka” class
divisional police launches that

were commissioned by the Marine
Department were delivered to the Marine
Police earlier to replace the Damen MK 1
police vessels.

The recently delivered launches –
“POLICE 60” and “POLICE 61” – are part

of a series of six vessels scheduled to be
built for the Marine Police.

Whether the other four vessels will be
of the similar kind will depend on the
outcome of the performance evaluation
of these two vessels.

“Keka” has a top speed of 27 knots –
the fastest when compared with similar

The new superfast “Keka” class Marine
Police craft has a top speed of 27 knots.

▲

One of “Keka” class Marine Police
craft , “Police 61”, is equipped with
advanced technologies.

▲

craft in the fleet and is also much lighter
because of its all-aluminium hull and
superstructure.

The vessel is more fuel efficient and
economical to operate and navigating the
craft is much easier because it is equipped
with state-of-the-art thermal imager,
global positioning system, echo sounder,
radar, electronic chart plotter and
gyrocompass.

Each vessel of 30-metre length can
accommodate 13 crew and an extra 40
policemen for special missions. One
vessel is attached to Marine East in Sai
Kung and the other with Marine South in
Aberdeen.

Each vessel can carry out 24-hours
patro l  wi thout  re fue l ing and the
wheelhouse design enables the crew to
observe sea activities covering a 360
degrees range.
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To enhance navigation safety in
Ma Wan area, a legislat ion

declaring the northern part of Kap Shui
Mun Fairway a Special Area will soon be
in place.

The regulation, the Shipping and Port
Control (Amendment) Regulation 2002,
has been gazetted and tabled at the
Legislative Council for negative vetting,
and is expected to come into effect on
November 1, 2002.

In 2000, the Marine Department
conducted an in-house study on the traffic
in the Kap Shui Mun in view of the collision
incidents there.

The study recommended that through
traffic in the northern part of the Kap Shui
Mun Fairway should be l imited to
southeast-bound only.

The Special Area in the Kap Shui Mun
area lies within the borders of the
northeastern coast of Lantau Island, the
islands of Ma Wan and Tang Lung Chau.
Vessels with an overall length of over
10 metres will be barred from entering the
Special Area from its southeastern
and northeastern boundaries (adjacent to
Tang Lung Chau). Instead, they have to
use the Ma Wan Channel for sailing
northward.

However, exemption is given to kaitos
(a small type of vessel for carrying
passengers), small fishing boats and

Legislation to enhance safety
in Ma Wan area

sampans etc. to cater for their practical
needs. These vessels generally are less
than 10 metres in length and have to travel

to and from Ma Wan Island or Ma Wan
fish culture zone.

“The Port of Hong Kong 2002”
that has captured various

aspects of the port’s development and
operations will be published soon.

The publication, consisting about
100 pages, includes updates on the
future development of the Hong Kong

Port of Hong Kong 2002 to be published soon
port and Hong Kong’s strategies to
become the hub port of Asia.

The new book’s content will include an
overview, port operations, facts and
figures, port entry guide, container port
data, mid-stream operations, cruise and
ferry operations, international shipping as

well as a chapter on the growing need
for international co-operation.

“The Port of Hong Kong 2002” will
include, among others, details of the
Hong Kong Shipping Register, port
services, lighters and towage, ship
repairs, tourism and directory details.
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The 6th Singapore Hong Kong
A d m i r a l t y  R a s t e r  E N C

Demonstration (SHARED) meeting was
held from August 12-13, 2002 in Hong
Kong.  The event was jointly organised
by the Hydrographic Offices of Hong Kong
SAR and Singapore.

The aim of the SHARED is to promote
and facilitate the availability and use of
official electronic chart data to enhance
safe and efficient global marit ime
navigation.

Participants at the meeting included

Overseas hydrographers attend
SHARED meeting in Hong Kong

the Director  of  the Internat ional
Hydrographic Organisation, Hydrographic
Offices of Hong Kong SAR, Singapore,
Norway, UK, USA, Philippines, South
Korea, Macao SAR, Canada, Indonesia
and New Zealand.

The meeting discussed the following
issues: -
1) Review of program activities which

include the ecdisnow.org website;
2) Regional co-operation projects such

as the Barelang project between
Singapore and Indonesia, South

Korean Navy’s ECDIS trial and the
Marine Electronic Highway (MEH);

3) Strength, Weakness, Opportunity and
Threat (SWOT) analysis on the
SHARED;

4) Flag State implementation and law
enforcement on the carriage of type
approved ECDIS;

5) Way forward and new projects such
as the trial of electronic chart system
on high speed craft sailing between
Hong Kong and Macao.

SHARED meeting co-chaired by Marine
Department’s Hydrographer Ng Kwok-
chu (second from right) and the Deputy
Hydrographer of Hydrographic
Department, Maritime and Port
Authority of Singapore, Mr Parry Oei
(second from left).

▲

Marine Department officials attended the Maritime
Forum 2002 organised by the Shenzhen Maritime

Safety Administration in Shenzhen on August 1 and August
2, 2002.

The aim of the forum is to discuss the setting up of a
compensation system for oil pollution from coastal vessels in
the Mainland.

Shenzhen Maritime Forum 2002
The forum recommended that international practices

should be observed when drafting the relevant ordinance.
Shenzhen was proposed as the pilot port to test run the
compensation system when first implemented.

During the forum, Marine Department’s officials briefed
members on the Hong Kong legislation concerning
compensation for oil pollution caused by ships.

Members of the Shenzhen Maritime Safety Administration
and Marine Department’s Deputy Director Tsang Man-ching
(second from left).

▲

▲ Forum participants are all ears when a speaker explains
how Shenzhen has been proposed as the pilot port to test
run the compensation system.
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Delegates from 19 countries in
Asia and the Pacif ic region

attended the International Labour
Organisation (ILO) Regional Maritime
Conference and the Maritime Inspection
Seminar, held from July 22-23, 2002 and
from July 24-26, 2002 respectively, in
Singapore.

A seven-member delegation from
Hong Kong attended the events, acting
as advisor to the People’s Republic of
China (PRC) delegation led by Mr Li
Guangling, Deputy Director-General,
Department of International Co-operation,
Ministry of Communications.

Members of the Hong Kong team

Hong Kong attends ILO Conference &
Seminar as advisor to China

Hong Kong participants
at the Regional
Maritime Conference &
Seminar held in
Singapore, including the
Marine Department’s
General Manager of the
Shipping Registry and
Seafarers Branch So
Ping-chi (third from
right).

▲

included Mr So Ping-chi  (Marine
Department), Mr Chan Tak-chung (Marine
Depar tmen t ) ,  Mr  Yim Kwan-ho i
(Immigration Department), Mr Arthur
Bowring (Hong Kong Shipowners

Association), Dr K K Sharma (Hong Kong
Shipowners Association), Mr Ting Kam-
yuen (Hong Kong Seamen’s Union), Miss
Serina Lee (Merchant Navy Officers’Guild
– Hong Kong).

To keep in line with the Hong Kong
SAR Government’s Digital 21

Strategy, the Marine Department has
entered into a pilot project with the Centre
fo r  E -Commerce  I n f r as t r uc tu re
Development (CECID) and shipping
industry to develop an Electronic
Business Extensible Markup Language
(ebXML) solution for transceiving
Dangerous Goods Manifests in XML
format.

Senior Marine Officer Lai Chi-tung,
who is in charge of the project, said:
“ebXML is a special branch of XML and
an international initiative to establish and
drive the use of a common platform for

global electronic business transactions.
“By adopting an open and flexible

architecture, ebXML encapsulates both
the business processing needs and, the
functional services, capabilities and
deployment needs,” he said.

“It offers a much more scalable and
cost-effective solution comparing to
traditional type of information exchange
such as Electronic Data Interchange
(EDI),” Mr Lai added.

The development will facilitate the
Department, and others in the area of
transportation and logistics in the future,
to reduce or even to eliminate the need
for human intervention and manual data

MD in electronic pilot project to
streamline dangerous goods procedure

re-try, bringing about immediate cost
savings and productivity gain, better data
accuracy and security.

The pilot scheme will examine the use
of ebXML protocol to design an e-mail
called ebMail as a low-cost, easy-to-use
and practical application for small and
medium-sized enterprises to conduct
e-commerce activities.

Marine Department and Department of
Health are the first two government
departments to explore the usage of
ebXML.

Mr Lai said the pilot scheme was
scheduled for completion by the end of
this year.
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