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T h e  H o n g  K o n g  M a r i n e
Department’s Vessel Traff ic

Services (VTS) System is being upgraded
at a cost of HK$226 million to enhance
navigation safety and operation efficiency.

The new system, which can track
4,000 moving vessels plus 1,000
stationary targets in real time, will provide
sufficient capability to meet future vessel
traffic in Hong Kong.

“One of  the most d i ff icul t  and
challenging parts of the project is the
establishment of a brand new centre at
the existing Vessel Traffic Centre (VTC)
on the 5th floor of the Macau Ferry
Terminal Outer Pier premises without
causing disruption to existing services,”
said Mr M. K. Chan, Marine Department
Senior Marine Officer/System Support.

The existing VTC moved to the 4th
floor of the same building to provide
uninterrupted monitoring and vessel traffic
management services while the new
centre is built. It will move back to the 5th
floor once the construction work is
completed in January 2002.

HK’s Vessel Traffic Services System
gets HK$226 million upgrade
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A predominant feature of the new lay-
out will be the colocation of the Maritime
Rescue Coordination Centre and the VTC
next year to further boost communication
and cooperation in dealing with all mari-
time emergency situations.

The new VTS System, which was de-
signed with an open platform architecture

and standard commercial-off-the-shelf
equipment, is expected to have a 15-year-
life expectancy with proper maintenance
services. It will provide the latest VTS
technology such as AIS, ECDIS, CCTV,
new VHF-direction finders and modern
communications system to improve navi-
gation safety and operation efficiency.
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The Hong Kong Shipping Register

(HKSR) is to introduce a “One-

stop-shop” service for registration

related applications to provide more

convenience to customers.

The move is in response to clients’

comments that it is inconvenient to make

applications for trading certificates in

va r ious  sec t ions  o f  the  Mar ine

Department and other Government

Departments, which are remote from the

Shipping Registry.

“The plan to introduce the ‘one stop-

shop’ was initiated in early 2001, and the

HK Shipping Register to offer
“One-stop-shop” service

first stage of the preparation work has

been underway since June 2001,” Acting

General Manager of the Shipping Registry

and Seafarers’ Branch (SRSB) P.C. So

said. Although the service has until the

end of 2002 for implementation as

stipulated in the 2001 Policy Address, the

Department is striving for an earlier

implementation date in the beginning of

2002.

Under the new arrangement, the SRSB

– the major service provider in the

Department for HKSR shipowners, the

Shipping Registry, the Mercantile Marine

Office and the Seafarers’ Certification

Section are to be grouped into a single

office on the 3rd floor of the Harbour

Building for clients’ convenience.

Upgrades of the overall office layout

and equipment will be carried out to

provide staff with a better working

environment and convenience in their

daily work for improved efficiency.

The second stage of the “one-stop

shop” service will involve mainly software

matters that will be coordinated with the

Telecommunications Authority and other

sections of the Marine Department.

New Assistant
Directors

Two veteran
m a r i n e

surveyors  in  the
Marine Department,
Mr Patrick Chun Ping-
fai  and Mr Suresh
Kumar Anand were
promoted to the rank of
Assistant Director on
August 15, 2001. The
former now heads the
G o v e r n m e n t  F l e e t
Division and the latter the
Multi-lateral Policy Division. aáêÉÅíçê
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Statutory port charges such as
port and light dues at the port of

Hong Kong are the lowest compared with
the top 20 container ports in the world,
according to Marine Department,
Planning and Development Branch Senior
Marine Officer C.Y. Tsang.

“Port charges make up only 1.2% of
total port costs. Non-statutory charges like
pilotage, mooring and towage, ranked
between lower-middle to low compared
with ports at the global and regional level,
are only incurred if a ship uses the
service,” he said.

The study, inclusive of industry
interviews, aimed to benchmark the port
of Hong Kong vis-a-vis the world’s top 20
container port in throughput terms.

The study also concluded that:
• Local terminal tariffs and terminal

handling charges are on par with the
more expensive ports in the world and
Hong Kong ’s container handling
facilities have kept abreast with the

Study says HK port charges lowest
in the world

shipping industry’s changing needs.
• Although Hong Kong’s competitive

advantages include a sound legal
regime, good communications and
financial infrastructure, and efficient
customs procedures, competition is
expected to increase with China’s WTO
entry.

• Besides further developing Hong
Kong’s information technology and
electronic data interchange capabilities,
por t  and customs procedures,
communication and information flow
between all parties in the transport
chain need to be further streamlined.
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HK chairs 10th Port State Control
Committee meeting

Marine Department Assistant

Director K.M. Varghese chaired

the Tokyo Memorandum of Understanding

(MOU) Port  State Control  (PSC)

committee’s 10th meeting in Tokyo

between October 15 and 18, 2001.

Acting Senior Surveyor of Ship Y. K.

Li also represented Hong Kong at the

meet ing,  which was at tended by

representatives of the member authorities

of Australia, Canada, China, Indonesia,

Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New

Zealand, Russian Federation, Singapore,

Thailand, Vanuatu and Vietnam.

The authorities of Brunei Darussalam,

Chile, the United States Coast Guard, the

International Maritime Organisation, the

International Labour Organisation, the

Economic and Social Commission for Asia

and the Pacific, the Secretariats of the

Paris and Indian Ocean MOU on PSC are

associated with the Tokyo MOU as

observers.

The PSC Committee noted the PSC

annual report in the Asian Pacific Region

2000 published in June 2001.

According to the report, member

authorities of the Tokyo MOU carried out

16,034 inspections on ships which are

registered in 94 countries last year.  A total

of 1,101 unsafe ships were detained,

representing 6.87% of the 24,537 ships

operating in the region, and a total of 58,

435 deficiencies were recorded.

The PSC Committee’s 11th meeting is

scheduled to be held in June, 2002 in the

Philippines.

ja=^ëëáëí~åí=aáêÉÅíçê=hKjK=s~êÖÜÉëÉ=ÅÜ~áêáåÖ=íÜÉ=qçâóç=jlr=mçêí=pí~íÉ=`çåíêçä
`çããáííÉÉ=ãÉÉíáåÖ

▲



Page 5

T h e  H o n g  K o n g  M a r i n e
Department successfully carried

out a search and rescue drill involving a
cruise ship and an oil pollution combat
exercise in October.

The annual maritime search
a n d  r e s c u e
d r i l l ,  c o -

ordinated by
t h e  M a r i n e
Department’s

M a r i t i m e
R e s c u e  C o -
o r d i n a t i o n

Centre (MRCC)
w i t h  o t h e r
g o v e r n m e n t

d e p a r t m e n t s ,
involved a mock
scenario of a fire in

the engine room of a
Star Cruises -owned super cruise ship –
the Superstar Leo – that was on its way

to Hong Kong.

Success for search & rescue/oil
pollution exercises

The one-and-a-half hour exercise,
which involved airlifting a crewmember
with severe burns to a hospital and

evacuation of other passengers to safety,

was to test the alertness and communi-
cations efficiency of the MRCC with the
cruise ship.

The annual oil pollution combat
exercise, also co-ordinated by the Marine

Department, involved a mock

scenario of a 30,000
t o n n e s  t a n k e r
“Kingfisher 2001” that

had run aground off
Pearl Island with some
200 tonnes of marine

diesel oil leaking into the
sea and about  f i ve
tonnes of oil believed to

have washed onto an
ungazetted beach.

The exercise to test

government departments
a n d  o i l  c o m p a n i e s ’
responses was divided into

six parts involving deployment
of oil containment booms,
deployment of  shorel ine

booming, oi l  recovery by
skimmers, discharging of
dispersant by spraying arms,

shoreline cleaning up and
recovery of all equipment
used after the exercise.
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MD and PRC Maritime Safety
Administration exchange visits

Officers of the Hong Kong Marine

Depar tment  (MD)  and  the

Maritime Safety Administration (MSA)

under the Ministry of Communications,

PRC exchanged visits between October

29 and November 11, 2001.

The exchange visits, aimed to create

a better understanding of the work

undertaken by both sides, were made to

enhance the efficiency of the front line

operators of both MD and MSA in the

future.

MD Senior Surveyor of Ships Cheng

Yeung-ming and Senior Marine Officer

Fung Kwok-ming visited MSA in Beijing,

Tianjin and Shanghai, while Consultant of

PRC’s MSA Zhang Jinwen and Shanghai

MSA Director of  Ship Inspect ion

Department Xiao Yaohua visited MD.

   Director of Marine Tsui Shung-yiu,

Deputy Director of Marine Tsang Man-

ching and Assistant Director (Shipping)

K.M.Varghese briefed the MSA delegates

on general matters to facilitate them to

have a better understanding of MD during

their tour around MD.

MD sections visited by MSA guests

included Port State Control, Vessel Traffic

Services, Cargo Ship Safety, Harbour

Patrol, Technical Section, System

Support, Search and Rescue, Planning

and Development, Port Logist ics,

International Safety Management Unit,

Shipping Registry and Mercantile Marine

Office and Vessel Traffic Office.

MD and MSA delegates appreciated

the operations, working conditions and

areas of difficulty of their counterparts.

During the weekends, the two MSA

delegates visited some famous scenic

spots in HK to make their visit more

interesting.

The last exchange visits took place

about four to five years ago.

(From left) MD Chief Assistant Registrar/Ship and Seafarer Chan Ming-yau, Shanghai MSA
Director of Ship Inspection Department Xiao Yaohua and Consultant of PRC’s MSA Zhang
Jinwen.
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Japanese shipowners and
financial institutions in Tokyo

and Imabari now hold a more positive

view about the Hong Kong Shipping
Register (HKSR) after a Marine
Department delegation allayed their

major concerns about the re-
engineered register.

Japanese positive about HKSR
after MD visit

The delegation, including Director of
Marine Tsui Shung-yiu and Acting General

Manager /Sh ipp ing  Reg is t ry  and
Seafarers Branch P.C. So, cleared
Japanese concerns about requisition of

ships, manning requirements, company/
corporate practices and mortgage
registration of the HKSR.

The promotional trip, from  November
12-14, 2001, was arranged with the

assistance of IMC Japan Limited, the
branch of IMC Shipping owned by
Shipping Committee chairman Frank

Tsao.
The delegation split into two teams

to visit 12 major financial institutions and

shipping companies in Tokyo between
12 and 13 November. The delegation
met some HKSR shipowners in Tokyo

at an evening party on 12 November
during which a Shipping Monthly
Magazine interviewed Mr Tsui about the

HKSR and the trip’s objective.
On 13th November, the delegation

moved on to Imabari and held a half-day

seminar on 14th November that
attracted over 40 shipping companies/
financial institutions representatives in

the West Japan area.
Mr Tsui  ta lked about  the re-

engineered HKSR while NK Class

(Imabari Branch) General Manager Mr.
Takeda spoke about the status of HKSR
ships classed with NK. This was followed

by a question and answer session and
more discussions during lunch hosted
by MD.
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T h e  H o n g  K o n g  M a r i n e
Department gave full support to

the Maritime and Logistics Week compris-
ing an exhibition and other activities held
in the Pacific Place shopping centre  from
20-25 November this year.

This event,  sup-
ported by 31 organisa-
tions and associations
from the industry, was
organised to educate
school children, their
parents  and peers
about the maritime and
logistics industries and
opportunities available.

“The Marine Depart-
ment held a poster dis-
play and distributed
phamplets and VCDs to
visiting school children
about the Marine De-
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partment and the Hong Kong Shipping
Register (HKSR),” said Acting General
Manager/Shipping Registry and Seafar-
ers’ Branch P.C. So.

“We also did some lobbying work to
make shipowners give support for the

event,” said Mr So, who was also a mem-
ber of the Design & Organisation

Committee of the Mari-
t ime and Logistics
Week, headed by Hong
Kong Shipowners Asso-
ciation Director  Arthur
Bowring.

At the exhibition, com-

Full support for Maritime
& Logistics Week
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puter simulations were provided for chil-
dren to explore, and each sector of the
industries was described in posters sup-
plemented by bilingual brochures.

The Week included ‘open days’ at sev-
eral maritime training and educational
centres and opportunities to visit a sail
training ship and one of the world’s most
advanced tugs.
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