
Page 9

Hong Kong’s Director of Marine
Tsui Shung-yiu took advantage of

his private trip to Vancouver to promote
the Hong Kong Shipping Register to the
maritime community there.

A seminar, initiated by Mr Tsui, was
held on July 31, 2001 at Vancouver’s
Terminal City Club, in which he gave an
account of the Hong Kong Shipping
Register’s history under the previous
British system and its transition to the
Hong Kong system.

“My message to the Vancouver
shipping community included the
initiatives that had been taken to make
the shipping register attractive and the
advantages of placing their vessels on the
register,” Mr Tsui said upon his return to
Hong Kong.

He also explained how Hong Kong was
successfully progressing under the “one
country, two systems” principle since its
re-unification with Mainland China in July
1997.

Mr Tsui also discussed Hong Kong’s
political stability, double taxation relief
a g r e e m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  s h i p p i n g
community’s confidence, which were
reflected by the large increase in ship
registrations over the last two years.

 The register, with costs and quality
comparable with most other registers,

Marine chief promotes Hong Kong’s
shipping industry in Vancouver

Issue No. 6 September 2001

Hong Kong Director of Marine Tsui Shung-yiu promoting the Hong Kong Shipping Register
to the Vancouver maritime community.
▲

now has about 13 million gross tonnes
(GT), well surpassing its target of 11.5
million GT this year.

Mr Tsui also attended a dinner hosted
by the Vancouver shipping community, in

which he had valuable exchanges with
members of the shipping organisations.

In a separate development, Mr Tsui
explained how a visit to the Geneva-
based Mediterranean Shipping Company
(MSC) two months ago during a road
show to promote the Hong Kong Shipping
Register and Hong Kong as a premier
shipping centre had resulted in an addition
of three ships to the register.

MSC is to register a total of three
3,000 to 4,000 teu (20-ft equivalent unit)
ships in the Hong Kong Shipping Register.
One was registered in August, another in
September and the third to follow soon.
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The ports of Shenzhen and Hong
Kong should complement each

other given their close proximity and
economic links, Hong Kong’s Director of
Marine Tsui Shung-yiu told a Shenzhen
marine forum in June.

The forum was organised by Shenzhen
Maritime Safety Administration on June
13, 2001 to promote cross-boundary
exchanges among people in the maritime
sector.

Speaking on the port development of
Hong Kong, Mr Tsui said that ports in both
Shenzhen and Hong Kong would have
ample of trade opportunities with China’s
imminent accession to the World Trade
Organisation.

“To face the challenges ahead, the

Hong Kong and Shenzhen ports
play complementary roles

▲ Participants at the maritime forum pose for a photograph with Director of Marine Tsui Shung-yiu (sixth from left).

▲ Director of Marine Tsui Shung-yiu with
Shenzhen Maritime Safety Administration
chief Wu Xianji.

Hong Kong Marine Department has taken
initiatives to carry out effective port
development strategies and management
measures to cope with the changes,” he
said.

Among all these measures was the
upgrading of the vessel traffic service, the
first phase of which would be completed
by the end of this year, Mr Tsui said. He
anticipated that the new system, which
could oversee 5,000 targets at a time,
could be put into function early next year.

Other initiatives include speeding up
the processing of river trade vessels
entering and departing Hong Kong
waters, and computerisation of the daily
work operations.

Besides, enhancing competitiveness of

the Hong Kong Shipping Register is also
a priority for the Marine Department.

Mr Tsui also re-affirmed Marine
Department’s role in protecting the marine
environment. It was both a coordinator
and operator in the event of an oil spillage
crisis, he said.

In the meantime, amendments to the
relevant legislation were underway with
a view to regulating vessels with smoke
emission, Mr Tsui added.

On the stepping-up of co-operation
between Hong Kong and Shenzhen, Mr
Tsui hoped that a common data system
could be set up so that cross-boundary
vessel information or dangerous goods
transportation could be available for both
sides.
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More than 110 search-and-rescue
experts from over 30 countries and

organisations worldwide attended the

Cospas-Sarsat Joint Committee’s 15th
session meeting held in Hong Kong from
June 13-20.

The six-day meeting, hosted by the
Hong Kong Mar ine Depar tment ,
discussed enhancement of the Cospas-

Sarsat system and improvements to
saving l ives in air ,  sea and land
emergency situations.

Cospas-Sarsat – an internationally
recognised, humanitarian satellite-based
s e a r c h - a n d - r e s c u e  s y s t e m  –

automatically detects and locates
transmissions from emergency beacons
carried by ships, aircraft, or vehicles.

Hong Kong Maritime Rescue Co-
ordination Centre (MRCC) head, Senior
Marine Officer Mr KW Chan, said: “All

ships and aircraft of international trade are
required to carry at least one radio beacon
that can be activated automatically or

manually to transmit a dedicated radio
distress signal.

“When activated, the signal will be

picked up by Cospas-Sarsat satellites and
relayed to ground receiving stations called
Local User Terminals (LUTs). The distress

information can be exchanged among

Search-and-rescue experts from over
30 countries meet in Hong Kong

Hong Kong hosted the 15th session of the Cospas-Sarsat Joint Committee.▲

the g lobal  network of  LUTs and
passed on to a responsible agency to
coordinate a search and rescue (SAR)

operation.”
Of the 38 LUTs located in different parts

of the world, two are in Hong Kong. The

Hong Kong MRCC takes charge of SAR
operations in both local regional waters

and the international waters of the South

Sea.
Last year, the MRCC in Hong Kong

handled 278 incidents and 60 of them

developed into real SAR cases that
required immediate actions. Through
concerted efforts of various SAR

agencies, 207 persons were saved.
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Hong Kong plays an active role
in PSCO Seminar, South Korea

Two senior officials of the Hong
Kong Marine Department

played an active role in the 8th
Seminar for the Port State Control
Officers (PSCO) in the Asia-Pacific
Region, held from June 20-22 in
Pusan, South Korea.

Mr. Y K Li, a surveyor responsible
for Hong Kong’s port state control,
p r e s e n t e d  a  p a p e r  t i t l e d
“Responsibility Assessment of the
Recognised Organisation” on the first
day of the seminar. Mr. F A Kramer,
another experienced officer of Hong
Kong Marine Department, was
appointed chairman of a briefing
session on the second day when the
delegates were carrying out a
simulated port state control inspection
on board a Panamanian-registered
container ship.

The three-day seminar was chaired
by Mr. Mitsutoyo Okata, Deputy
Secre ta ry  o f  the  Tokyo  MOU
Secretariat. It was attended by 42
representatives from Tokyo MOU
members and observers. Member
countries like Australia, Canada, Fiji,
Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea,
Malaysia, Papua New Guinea,
Philippines, Russian Federation,
Solomon Islands, Thailand, Vanuatu
and Vietnam were all represented in
the seminar. Chile of the Acuerdo de
Vina  de l  Mar  (La t in  Amer ica
agreement) (for the first time) and
some local port state control officers
also participated as observers.

Seven papers were presented in

Mr F.A.Kramer (left) and Mr Y K Li (right) played active roles at the seminar.▲

Hong Kong representative Mr Y K Li (right) speaking on Recognised Organisation.▲

the seminar and its objectives to
harmonise the port state control standard
and to provide a forum for discussion and

exchange of views among member
authorities were met.
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The Formal Safety Assessment format study will
have far-reaching impact on the regulatory regime
governing bulk carrier safety.

Hong Kong contributes to international
study to improve bulk carrier safety

The Hong Kong Marine Depart-
ment, with the active co-operation

o f  t he  Hong  Kong  Sh ipowne rs
Association, is making substantial
contribution towards an international

study for the improvement of bulk carrier
safety.

The study, based on Formal Safety

Assessment (FSA) principles and being
co-ordinated by the International Project
Steering Board, is due to be concluded

by December 2002. It will have far-
reaching impact on the regulatory regime
governing bulk carrier safety.

“Of the total 264 hazards identified by

the study, 44 were provided by Hong
Kong,” said Mr Suresh K Anand, Assistant
Director(Multi-lateral policy) of the Hong

Kong Marine Department.
Hong Kong will remain active in this

study to ensure that it is as thorough as

possible and that final recommendations
are reasonable, practical and effective.

The study was tr iggered off by

recommendations made by the re-opened
UK formal investigation into the sinking
of the bulk carrier “Derbyshire” in 1980

and an earlier joint UK and European

Community in-depth underwater survey

of the “Derbyshire” wreck.
In the 1980s and 1990s, a number of

sudden bulk carrier sinking worldwide

sparked off global concerns about safe
design and construction of ships.

Though the International Maritime

Organisation implemented several
measures such as the enhanced survey
programme and improved floodability of

holds, these were deemed to be a
piecemeal approach and the industry
i n d i c a t e d  a  s t r o n g  n e e d  f o r  a

comprehensive study into this matter.
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Hong Kong Marine Department’s
new training centre opens

The Hong Kong Mar ine

Department opened a new

training centre at the Government

Dockyard, Stonecutters Island in May

for training departmental officers.

Following substantial refurbish-

ment, the 250-square-metre centre

comprises modern lecture rooms with

advanced audio-visual training aids,

a styl ish reception area and a

spacious student resting area.

“We are in the process of procuring

a full mission ship simulator for the

centre, which we hopefully can get by

the end of next year,” said Hong Kong

Marine Department’s Senior Marine

Officer (Training) Mr Steven Lam.

He said the proposed system

consisted of a 210 degree horizontal

field of view through seven channels

projection and a mock up bridge with

fully equipped control console.

The facility is intended to provide

training in navigation and to familiarise

officers to bridge operation through

tailored simulation exercises.

“In the longer term, the simulation

facilities will also be developed to conduct

assessment of pilots and other maritime

personnel ,  and p lanning of  por t

infrastructure,” Mr Lam said.

Meanwhile, apart from traditional

training facilities, a Vessel Traffic

Service (VTS) training simulator and

a Global Maritime Distress and Safety

System (GMDSS) training simulator

will be installed in the centre later this

year for training VTS operators and

supervisors.

Dedicated VTS courses are

expected to be launched early next

year.

The VTS training, based on model

c o u r s e s  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e

International Association of Marine

Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse

Authorities (IALA), will be in line with

international standards.

Those who successfully complete

the VTS course and assessment will

receive a certificate in accordance with

IALA requirement.

The centre aims to establish an ISO

9001 quality management system with

accreditation for VTS training based

on IALA’s guidelines.

The 250-square-metre training centre boasts a stylish reception area.▲

Computer graphic portraying the training centre at Marine Department.▲



Page 7

In keeping with the world trend
and the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region Government’s
information technology policy, the Hong
Kong Marine Department will provide
more comprehensive monthly/quarterly
port statistics report via the Internet by the
end of 2001.

The new initiative will reduce the time
lag for releasing port statistics to nine
weeks instead of the present two-and-a-
half months. The move will substantially
boost the Marine Department’s current
practice of providing only key port
statistics at its web page.

“The time lag for releasing certain port
statistics, for example, vessel arrivals can
be shortened to less than nine weeks,
because the web-based distribution
method allows separate updating of
different categories of port statistics as
soon as they become available,” Marine

New initiative to cut time lag
for release of port statistics
via Internet

The Marine Department will
release more details of its
monthly/quarterly port
statistics report via the Internet
by the end of 2001.

The Hong Kong Marine Depart-
ment has produced an informative

corporate video to outline its work as the
Hong Kong’s port administrator, which
offers a wide scope of services and
contribution to the community.

These include providing navigational
safety to vessels in the harbour, protecting
the marine environment and overseeing
shipping and maritime activities, which are
crucial for the success of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region.

The video also explains the Marine
Department’s duties and responsibilities,
including the Vessel Traffic Centre’s
operations in ensuring compliance of

regulation by vessels entering or leaving
the harbour. Besides, the importance of
the Maritime Rescue Co-ordination
Centre in co-ordinating maritime search
and rescue operations and how the port
state control inspections contribute to ship
safety are also featured in the production.

Regular technical seminars organised
by the Marine Department for shipping
companies are part of the services offered
to facilitate operations of the shipping
sector. Besides, Marine Department is the
authority responsible for certification and
registration of professional seafarers.

Providing an efficient and user-friendly
shipping register and disseminating an

Marine Department’s role as port
administrator featured in video

up-to-date information to the shipping
industry and port-related sectors via the
website “http://www.gov.hk/mardep” form
a major part of the department’s services
to the community.

The video gives an account of the
Marine Department’s achievements over
the years. Viewers are provided with a
good illustration on how the Marine
Department’s responsibilities have grown
tremendously over the years.

Actually, each new day brings with the
department newer and bigger challenges.
Today, the port stands as testament to the
success of Hong Kong as one of the
world’s busiest container port.

Department Senior Statistician Mr
Maurice Pau explained.

He said the date when the updated
monthly/quarterly statistics would be
released would be announced in advance
at the Marine Department’s web site to
enable users to synchronise their activities
to the release of the data.

And in line with the Government’s

green management policy, hardcopy
reports will be discontinued after the new
init iat ive is implemented. Current
hardcopy report users will be notified of
the change in due course.

However, upon special requests by
users, selected port statistics tables can
still be obtained by fax or mail.
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