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A sample of the Micro-Ringelmann Chart produced by the
Marine Department
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The darkness of smoke is determined by comparing the shade of the
smoke to the shades on a Micro-Ringelmann Chart. There are 4 shades
on the Micro-Ringelmann Chart and comparison should be made as
follows:
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Hold the Chart at arm’s length and view the smoke through the slot on
the Chart.
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Use the Chart in daylight only. The light shining on the Chart should be
the same as that shining on the smoke under observation.

船隻不得
No Excessive Dark Smoke
Emission from Vessels

排放過量黑煙
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Match the darkness of smoke with the shades on the Chart.
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Record the shade number and the duration of smoke emission.

⽖✳≃檀㔯⚾堐

Micro-Ringelmann Chart
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“Dark smoke” means smoke which appears to be as dark as
or darker than Shade 2 on a “Ringelmann Chart” (including a
“Micro-Ringelmann Chart”).
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Note: This sample is for reference only. Under no circumstances should it be
used as a device for dark smoke measurement.
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如欲舉報船隻排放黑煙炻請致電海事處海港巡邏組
電話:2385 2791 / 2385 2792 (24小時)
To report dark smoke emission from vessels, please
call the Harbour Patrol Section,
Marine Department
at 2385 2791 / 2385 2792 (24 Hours)

香港特別行政區政府海事處
Marine Department, HKSARG
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Penalties for Dark Smoke Emission from Local Vessels

Penalties for Dark Smoke Emission from Ocean-Going Vessels
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Under Section 51 of the Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) Ordinance
(Cap. 548), it is an offence for any local vessel in the waters of Hong
Kong to emit dark smoke which is as dark as, or darker than, Shade 2
on the Ringelmann Chart for 3 minutes or more continuously at any one
time. In case of contravention, the owner of the vessel, his agent and the
coxswain each commits an offence and is liable to a fine of HK$10,000 for
a first conviction and HK$25,000 for any subsequent conviction.

Under Section 50 of the Shipping and Port Control Ordinance (Cap.
313), it is an offence for any vessel in the waters of Hong Kong to emit
dark smoke which is as dark as, or darker than, Shade 2 on the
Ringelmann Chart for 3 minutes or more continuously at any one time.
In case of contravention, the owner of the vessel, his agent and the
master each commits an offence and is liable to a fine of HK$25,000 for
a first conviction and HK$50,000 for any subsequent conviction.
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Ways to Prevent Dark Smoke Emission from Vessels
- Maintain fuel injection pumps and injectors as specified
by engine manufacturers
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- Check regularly the cooling water pressure and

Inspection of local vessels emitting dark smoke

condition of cooling fans
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- Replace the lubricating oil as specified by engine
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If an authorised officer has reasonable grounds to suspect that the
provisions for dark smoke emission have been contravened in
relation to a local vessel, the officer may direct the owner or coxswain
of the vessel to deliver the vessel at a specified time and place to the
Director of Marine for ascertaining whether dark smoke emits from
the vessel. A person who without reasonable excuse fails to comply
with the aforementioned direction commits an offence and is liable to
a fine of HK$5,000.
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- Replace all excessively worn engine components
- Use suitable types of fuel oil and lubricating oil
- Clean and replace fuel filters regularly
- Clean and replace air filters regularly
- Do not allow overload of engines
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