
Marine Industrial Safety Alert 

A crew sustained fatal injury after falling into cargo hold and being 
carried to shore by conveyor belt 

 

1) Date of Accident:  April 2019 

2) Time of Accident: Morning 

3) Place of Accident: In the waters off Tsing Yi South 

4) Vessel involved:  Coastal going bulk carrier 

5) Summary:  

In an early morning, a coastal going bulk carrier arrived at Tsing Yi South and moored to a quay. 
Unloading of the construction material on board was immediately commenced. The crews onboard 
were engaged in different operation locations. A crew designated to control vessel’s conveyor belt 
unloading system left his operation position once the system was run. The crew proceeded to No.2 
Cargo Hold to assist the removal of the residual cargo adhered at the cargo hold wall. Whilst he was 
pushing the residual cargo with a long spade at the top of the narrow hatch coaming, he lost his 
balance and fell into the hold. The crew fell into the hold opening at the bottom of cargo hold and was 
carried to shore by the conveyor belt system installed underneath. The crew sustained fatal injury.  

Investigation of the accident is being carried out.  

6) Safety alert: 

 Appropriate personal protective equipment should be adopted at work. When working at location 
possessed risk of fall, safety belt should be used. 

 Adequate and effective supervision of work should be provided. Risk assessment and safe 
working procedure should be repeated to persons employed when necessary.  

7) Applicable legislation: 

 Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) (Works) Regulation (Cap. 548I), section 21 – “Safety helmets, 
etc.” 

 Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) (Works) Regulation (Cap. 548I), section 23 – “General duties 
of persons in charge of works and employers” 

 

DISCLAIMER  

This Safety Alert ("the Alert") is issued at the earliest possible opportunity after a serious accident with a view to draw the attention 
of interested parties to the general safety precautionary measures necessary to protect people engaging in similar work activities. 
The material contained in the Alert constitutes general guidance only. It does not reduce, limit, or replace, any legal obligations 
upon any person to comply with any statutory duties under relevant legislation. Users such as masters of vessels / owners / persons 
in charge of works and supervisors should make their own evaluation of the information contained in the Alert to determine if it can 
be applied to their own situations and practices. The Marine Department does NOT accept any responsibilities for any loss or 
damage resulting from the use of or failure to use of the information on the Alert. 

 


