
Marine Industrial Safety Alert 

A crewmember was struck by sling hooks and fell from height 
 

1) Date of Accident: November 2017 

2) Time of Accident: At night 

3) Place of Accident: Hong Kong waters 

4) Vessel Involved:  A river trade vessel and a dumb steel lighter 

5) Summary:   

 

Recently, a fatal accident happened on board a river trade vessel (RTV) while mooring alongside a 

dumb steel lighter (DSL) for the unloading of container from the RTV by the derrick crane of the DSL.  

According to preliminary investigation, the deceased person was carrying out container handling on 

top of the container on board the RTV, his upper body was suspected to be struck by the sling hooks 

swinging from the derrick crane of the DSL, he then fell from the top of the container onto the cargo 

hold bottom and sustained injury.  He was immediately sent to hospital and later certified dead.   

 

Investigation into the accident is now in progress. 

 

6) Safety Alert:   

 

 Slingers working on tops of containers should keep a safe distance from approaching slings.  

 The slings should be lowered and rested on the deck or container top before slingers approach to 

avoid being hit by swinging hooks.   

 

7) Reference: 

 

Applicable Legislation - Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) Ordinance (Section 45(1) of Chapter 

548) Prohibition against carrying out works in dangerous conditions   

Code of Practice – Shipboard Container Handling on Local Vessels (2nd Edition – September 

2013)   

 

DISCLAIMER   

This Safety Alert ("the Alert") is issued at the earliest possible opportunity after a serious accident with a view to drawing the attention of 

interested parties to the general safety precautionary measures necessary to protect people engaging in similar work activities. The 

material contained in the Alert constitutes general guidance only. It does not reduce, limit, or replace, any legal obligations upon any 

person to comply with any statutory duties under relevant legislation. Users such as masters of vessels / owners / persons in charge of 

works and supervisors should make their own evaluation of the information contained in the Alert to determine if it can be applied to 

their own situations and practices. The Marine Department does NOT accept any responsibilities for any loss or damage resulting from 

the use of or failure to use of the information on the Alert.   


