
Marine Industrial Safety Alert 

A Container Slinger Fell from Height onto a Cargo Hold Bottom 
 

1) Date of Accident:  September 2017 
2) Time of Accident: About noon 
3) Place of Accident: A Public Cargo Working Area 
4) Vessel involved:  A dry cargo vessel and a dumb lighter 
 

5) Summary:  
Recently, a fatal industrial accident occurred on a dry cargo vessel (“CV”) at a Public Cargo Working 
Area during container handling. The CV berthed alongside a dumb lighter (“DL”) which loaded 
containers from the shore to the CV with her shipboard derrick crane. Two slingers stayed on the top 
of container stack on board the CV to unhook slings from containers. When a container was being 
loaded to the aft cargo hold of the CV, the crane operator found one of the slingers lying on the cargo 
hold bottom and suffered from serious injury. He was rushed to hospital and was later certified dead. 
Investigation of the accident is being carried out. 
 

6) Safety alert: 
 It is the duty of the person in charge of works and the employer to take measures, in so far as 

reasonably practicable, to ensure the safety of a person employed at work. 
 A works supervisor shall supervise works carried out on, to or by means of a local vessel in 

accordance with the safety instructions given by a person in charge of works and assist him in 
performing any duties imposed on him under this Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels)(Works) 
Regulation. 

 Persons in charge of works should draw up safe working procedures for shipboard container 
handling works and related activities in order to reduce the risk of accident or bodily injury. 

 There should be effective liaison among all parties concerned including person in charge of works, 
coxswain of a local vessel, stevedoring contractor and sub-contractor, works supervisor, signaler, 
and the persons employed. Only competent personnel for co-ordination and supervision should be 
selected to ensure effective communication in the work process. 
 

7) Reference: 
 Applicable Legislation - Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels)(Works) Regulation (Cap. 548I), 

 Section 20 “Duties of works supervisors” 
 Section 23 “General duties of persons in charge of works and employers” 

 Code of Practice – Shipboard Container Handling on Local Vessels 
 

DISCLAIMER  

This Safety Alert ("the Alert") is issued at the earliest possible opportunity after a serious accident with a view to draw the attention 
of interested parties to the general safety precautionary measures necessary to protect people engaging in similar work activities. 
The material contained in the Alert constitutes general guidance only. It does not reduce, limit, or replace, any legal obligations 
upon any person to comply with any statutory duties under relevant legislation. Users such as masters of vessels / owners / persons 
in charge of works and supervisors should make their own evaluation of the information contained in the Alert to determine if it can 
be applied to their own situations and practices. The Marine Department does NOT accept any responsibilities for any loss or 
damage resulting from the use of or failure to use of the information on the Alert. 

 


