
Health Precautionary Protocol for Handling Carrying Baskets or 

Disposable Plastic Bags Transferring between Local Supply Barges 

and Goods Vessels Visiting Hong Kong Purely for Shipping Services 

(viz. bunkering, reprovisioning of necessities and switching of 

shipping documents, etc.) 

(Effective since 1 April 2022) 

 

Signing / exchange of documents should be handled by e-mail transmission 

as far as possible.  For goods vessels arriving Hong Kong, the following 

set of health precautionary protocol should be followed if there is an 

operational need to transfer documents between the supply barges and the 

visiting goods vessels through a carrying basket or disposable plastic bags 

- 

 

(a)  Only documents directly relevant to shipping or ship service 

operation should be transferred through a carrying basket or disposable 

plastic bags to / from the goods vessels concerned. 

 

(b)  Workers onboard the local supply barge and the visiting goods 

vessel should disinfect the carrying basket, pen and folders containing the 

documents every time after the basket is transferred to either the 

supply barge or the visiting vessel.  Adequate number of towels or 

wipes which are wet enough by soaking in 1 in 49 diluted household bleach 

or 70-80% alcohol (only for surfaces which cannot tolerate bleach) should 

be used for disinfection.  Spraying disinfectants are not recommended as 

this practice could be harmful and would not reduce the risk of viral 

transmission.  A plastic bag, if used, should be disposed of immediately 

after it is transferred to either the supply barge or the visiting vessel. 

 

(c)  Workers handling the carrying basket or disposable plastic bags 

(as mentioned in (b) above) should put on appropriate personal protective 

equipment (PPE), including surgical mask, eye protection (goggles or face 

shield), gown and gloves.  Gloves should be changed if soiled or damaged, 

and taken off at the end of procedure, followed by proper hand hygiene. 


