
Annex A 

Designation Conditions Applicable to Sea Crew Members of Goods Vesselsi 

(“sea crew members”) 

(with effect from 8 November 2022) 

 

 

Part (I) - Sea crew members arriving by goods vessels who will stay on board the vessels without 

entering the community of Hong Kong during the vessels’ stay in Hong Kong 

 

1. If a sea crew member arrives in Hong Kong by a goods vessel and will stay on board the vessel 

without entering the community of Hong Kong during the vessels’ stay in Hong Kong, he is not 

subjected to any requirement on pre-arrival test, vaccination, arrival test, post-arrival test or 

medical surveillance.  

 

 

Part (II) - Sea crew members arriving by goods vessels who seek to sign off goods vessels direct 

without entering the community of Hong Kong  

 

If a sea crew member arrives in Hong Kong by a goods vessel from (i) any place outside China or (ii) 

Taiwan, China (and/or with travel history of (i) any place outside China and (ii) Taiwan, China in the 

seven days prior to arrival in Hong Kong), and seeks to sign off the goods vessel direct without entering 

the community of Hong Kong -  

 

Arrival test requirement 

 

2. The shipping company/agent must EITHER –  

 

(a) arrange a SARS-CoV-2 nucleic acid test for the signing-off sea crew with samples 

collected by a laboratory or healthcare institution within 72 hours prior to the vessel’s 

estimated time of arrival (ETA) at Hong Kong and obtain a negative result.  A test using 

deep throat saliva (DTS) or combined nasal and throat swabs (CNTS) or throat swab (TS) 

is accepted; OR 

 

(b) arrange the signing-off sea crew member to take a polymerase chain reaction (PCR)-

based nucleic acid test for COVID-19 by one of the recognised testing institutions in Hong 

Kong upon the vessel’s arrival [i.e. “test-and-go” arrangement on board the vessel in 

Hong Kong].  A test using DTS or CNTS or TS is accepted. 

 

Medical surveillance requirement 

 

3. While he is in Hong Kong, he is subject to medical surveillance until 0900 hours on the Day 

3 following his arrival in Hong Kong, during which he must take every precautionary measure 

to ensure personal hygiene and avoid unnecessary social contact and observe the applicable 

requirements stipulated in the notification of medical surveillanceii.   

 

4. Except for staff members involved in the operation of the relevant premises, he shall not enter 

catering business premises and scheduled premises which are regulated under the Prevention 

and Control of Disease (Requirements and Directions) (Business and Premises) Regulation 

(Cap. 599F) and subject to active checking of Vaccine Pass unless otherwise permitted under 

the directions issued under Cap. 599F. 
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Point-to-point transportation 

 

5. Point-to-point transportation should be arranged by the shipping companies/agents for sea 

crew members from the vessel to the Hong Kong International Airport (HKIA).  Use of public 

transport including MTR, airport shuttle train and taxi for crew transfer is prohibited.  Crew 

members should wear masks during the entire journey from the vessel.  

 

Post-arrival test requirement 

 

6. He is not required to take any post-arrival tests in Hong Kong. 

 

If a sea crew member arrives in Hong Kong by a goods vessel from the Mainland or Macao (and has 

no travel history of (i) any places outside China or (ii) Taiwan, China in the seven days prior to arrival 

at Hong Kong), and seeks to sign off the goods vessel direct without entering the community of Hong 

Kong -  

 

Test requirement 

 

7. He is not required to take any arrival or post-arrival tests in Hong Kong.  

 

Part (III) - Sea crew members arriving by goods vessels who seek to enter the community of Hong 

Kong 

If a sea crew member arrives in Hong Kong by a goods vessel from (i) any place outside China or (ii) 

Taiwan, China (and/or with travel history of (i) any place outside China and (ii) Taiwan, China in the 

seven days prior to arrival in Hong Kong), and seeks to enter the community of Hong Kong -  

 

Vaccination requirement 

 

8. He must have completed a COVID-19 vaccination courseiii.  In addition, one who is eligible 

to receive additional dose(s) of vaccines is required to receive the third dose (or equivalent, if 

he received / receives vaccines outside Hong Kong) in accordance with the recommendations 

as published on the Government’s COVID-19 thematic website as well as relevant guidelines.  

This requirement is not applicable to a sea crew member who is a Hong Kong resident. 

 

Arrival test requirement 

 

9. The shipping company/agent must EITHER –  

 

(a) arrange a SARS-CoV-2 nucleic acid test for the sea crew member concerned with samples 

collected by a laboratory or healthcare institution within 72 hours prior to the vessel’s ETA 

at Hong Kong and obtain a negative result.  A test using DTS or CNTS or TS is accepted; 

OR 
 

(b) arrange the sea crew member concerned to take a PCR-based nucleic acid test for 

COVID-19 by one of the recognised testing institutions in Hong Kong upon the vessel’s 

arrival [i.e. “test-and-go” arrangement on board the vessel in Hong Kong].  A test using 

DTS or CNTS or TS is accepted. 
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Post-arrival test requirement 

 

10. While he is in Hong Kong, he must be subject to the corresponding post-arrival (including 

PCR-based nucleic acid test and/or rapid antigen test (RAT) for COVID-19) applicable to 

relevant inbound persons entering Hong Kongiv.  He is not required to undergo the PCR-

based nucleic acid test for COVID-19 on the day if he is going onboard a vessel or flight that 

will leave Hong Kong on the same day. 

 

Medical surveillance requirement 

 

11. While he is in Hong Kong, he is subject to medical surveillance until 0900 hours on the Day 

3 following his arrival in Hong Kong, during which he must take every precautionary measure 

to ensure personal hygiene and avoid unnecessary social contact and observe the applicable 

requirements stipulated in the notification of medical surveillance.   

 

12. Except for staff members involved in the operation of the relevant premises, he shall not enter 

catering business premises and scheduled premises which are regulated under the Prevention 

and Control of Disease (Requirements and Directions) (Business and Premises) Regulation 

(Cap. 599F) and subject to active checking of Vaccine Pass unless otherwise permitted under 

the directions issued under Cap. 599F. 

 

If a sea crew member arrives in Hong Kong by a goods vessel from the Mainland or Macao (and has 

no travel history of (i) any places outside China or (ii) Taiwan, China in the seven days prior to arrival 

at Hong Kong), and seeks to enter the community of Hong Kong –  

 

Vaccination requirement 

 

13. He must have completed a COVID-19 vaccination course.  In addition, one who is eligible 

to receive additional dose(s) of vaccines is required to receive the third dose (or equivalent, if 

he received / receives vaccines outside Hong Kong) in accordance with the recommendations 

as published on the Government’s COVID-19 thematic website as well as relevant guidelines.  

  
Arrival test requirement 

 

14. He is not required to take any arrival tests.  

 

Post-arrival test requirement 

 

15. While he is in Hong Kong, he must be subject to the corresponding post-arrival (including 

PCR based nucleic acid test and/or RAT for COVID-19) applicable to relevant inbound 

persons entering Hong Kongiii. He is not required to undergo the PCR-based nucleic acid test 

for COVID-19 on the day if he is going onboard a vessel or flight that will leave Hong Kong 

on the same day.  
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Part (C) - General 

 

16. Each and every sea crew member must comply with the conditions specified in this document.  

A sea crew member or the relevant shipping company/agent who is not able to comply with any 

of the conditions herein (including making truthful and accurate declarations in relation to the 

requirement under clause 17-19 below) will be subject to compulsory COVID-19 testing(s) as 

necessary and other legal consequences in accordance with the relevant laws including the 

arrangements applicable to general inbound persons.  

 

17. Shipping companies/agents shall submit the ETA and Estimated Time of Departure (“ETD”) of 

goods vessel together with the details of the sea crew members subject to the arrangement under 

Parts (I), (II) and (III) above (including their names and flight schedules) 72 hours prior to 

the arrival of the vessel to Marine Department (MarDep) and Department of Health (DH).  

Shipping companies/agents should declare in its submission that the relevant sea crew members 

concerned (if applicable) are fully vaccinated and have taken the required COVID-19 test before 

leaving the vessel.  The information should be submitted to both MarDep and DH by email –  

 

MarDep: pmovtc1@mardep.gov.hk 

DH: pa_rp@dh.gov.hk  

 

18. Shipping companies/agents should keep and if requested provide information on the testing, 

vaccination and the list of sea crew members subject to the arrangements in Parts (I), (II) and 

(III) above. 

 

19. Shipping companies/agents must report to the MarDep and DH immediately upon receipt of 

information of any COVID-19 positive cases of their sea crew members. 

 



Annex A 

i  In this document, goods vessels include goods vessels entering Hong Kong for all purposes 

including but not limited to cargo operation, supporting port operation, receiving ship services (e.g. 

bunkering, reprovisioning of necessities, switching of shipping documents, etc.). 

 
ii In this document, the relevant medical surveillance requirements refer to the corresponding self-

monitoring requirements applicable to relevant inbound persons entering Hong Kong as set out on 

the Government’s COVID-19 thematic website (https://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/inbound-

travel.html). 

 
iii In this document, a sea crew member is deemed to have ‘completed a COVID-19 vaccination 

course’ if he arrives in Hong Kong on or after the 14th day after completing vaccination in manners 

as stipulated in the relevant Government Notices that set out the vaccination requirements 

applicable to general inbound travellers.   

 

 For a sea crew member who arrives in Hong Kong and has completed a COVID-19 vaccination 

course and received additional dose(s) of vaccines, his shipping company/agent should check the 

vaccination record of the sea crew member and declare on a company declaration letter that (i) the 

sea crew member has completed a COVID-19 vaccination course and (ii) whether the sea crew 

member concerned is eligible for additional doses, and if eligible, he has and received additional 

dose(s) of vaccines 14 days before his arrival in Hong Kong and that the COVID-19 vaccines used 

must be included on the list of vaccines recognised for this purpose as published on the 

Government’s COVID-19 thematic website. 

 
iv   In this document, the relevant post-arrival testing requirements refer to the corresponding testing 

requirements applicable to relevant inbound persons entering Hong Kong as set out on the 

Government’s COVID-19 thematic website (https://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/inbound-

travel.html). 
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