
   

We are One in Promoting Excellence in Marine Services 

MARINE DEPARTMENT NOTICE NO. 216/2022 
 

(Statutory Requirements) 
 

Implementation of the Merchant Shipping (Control of Harmful Anti-

Fouling Systems on Ships) (Amendment) Regulation 2022 
 
 

The Merchant Shipping (Control of Harmful Anti-Fouling Systems on 

Ships) (Amendment) Regulation 2022 (the Amendment Regulation) will come 

into operation on 1 January 2023 to implement the amendments to the 

International Convention on the Control of Harmful Anti-Fouling Systems on 

Ships, 2001 (AFS Convention) as stipulated in resolution MEPC.331(76) adopted 

by the International Maritime Organization on 17 June 2021.  Details of the 

Amendment Regulation can be found in the following link:- 
 

https://www.gld.gov.hk/egazette/pdf/20222626/es220222626156.pdf  
 

2. Pursuant to the Amendment Regulation, most of the new control 

measures in relation to a ship’s anti-fouling system containing “Cybutryne” under 

the amendments to Annexes 1 and 4 to the AFS Convention are applicable to all 

vessels (i.e. seagoing vessels and local vessels).  

 

3. For a vessel of 24 meters or more in length engaging only in non-

international voyage, the paint certificate of the hull, usage record of paint in 

shipyard, or declaration on hull’s anti-fouling system signed by the shipowner or 

the shipowner’s authorized agent for inspection and recording by relevant officers 

during inspection/checking must be kept on board as evidence of proof that the 

vessel concerned complies with the latest requirements under the AFS 

Convention. 

 

4. Shipowners, operators, masters and coxswains of local vessels are 

required to observe and comply with the requirements of the Amendment 

Regulation.  For enquiries, please contact the Maritime Policy Branch at 

telephone number 2852 4395 or by e-mail to “hkmpd@mardep.gov.hk”.  

 

 

Ms Carol Yuen 

 Director of Marine  

Marine Department 

Government of the HKSAR 

Date: 20 October 2022 

File Ref: L/M No.156/2021 in MP/A103/9/Pt.7 
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