MARINE DEPARTMENT NOTICE NO. 33/2020

(Statutory Requirements)

Implementation of the Merchant Shipping (Prevention of Air Pollution)
(Amendment) (No.2) Requlation 2019

This Notice informs the shipping industry that the Merchant
Shipping (Prevention of Air Pollution) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulation 2019
(the “Amendment Regulation”) will come into operation on 1 March 2020.
The Amendment Regulation is to give effect to the latest amendments made to
Annex VI to the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from
Ships, 1973 under Resolution MEPC.305(73) as accepted by the International
Maritime Organization in September 2019. Details of the Amendment
Regulation are available on the following website:-

https://www.qgld.gov.hk/egazette/pdf/20192352/es220192352192.pdf

2. The Amendment Regulation is applicable to all foreign ships within
Hong Kong waters; Hong Kong registered ships wherever they are; and local
vessels as defined in the Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) Ordinance
(Cap.548). The Amendment Regulation prohibits the carriage of
non-compliant fuel oil (i.e. fuel oil with a sulphur content exceeding 0.5%) for
combustion purposes for propulsion or operation on board a ship.

3. Masters, coxswains, owners/operators of ships are required to
observe and comply with the Amendment Regulation. For enquiries, please
contact Senior Surveyor of the Maritime Policy Branch (Telephone
number: 2852 4395 or e-mail: hkmpd@mardep.gov.hk).
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