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Subject: Communication received from Georgia

The Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization has received,
on 12 March 2010, the attached communication from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia.
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia presents its compliments w the Internationgl
Marttime Orgamization and has the honour to request to notity all its member states on

the Tollowing.

Abkhazia, Georgia is an integral part of Georgia, however presently it is occupicd by the
Russian Federation. On 28 August, 2008 the Georgian Parliament passed a resolution on
the Occupation of the Georgian Territories by the Russian Federation and on 23 October,
200N adopted the Taw of Georgra on Occupied Territories. Both documents declare the
Vutonomaous Republic of Abkhazia and the Former South Ossetian Autonomous Disiricl
as the Russtan-occupred terrtortes, and refer o the Russian troops as the occupying

forees.

Perrtorial mtegrity of Georgia is recognized by the intermational community and
therefore any attempt or even indireet support of possible illegal shippimge 10 Abkhasia,
Greorain 1 considered as the breach of the basic norms and pnnciples of imermational

L,

In complimee with paragraph 1(by of article 3 of the Georgian Constitution. the Georgran
higher state bodies have the exclusive competence to administer the status. boundary
reghine and protection of the stute frontiers: the status and protection of territorial waters,

arspace. the contnental shelimund exelusive ccononne sone.

Pursuant o paragraph 3 ot arnele 15 of the Law of Georgia on the Mantime Space off
Georgia, the outer imit of Georgian territorial sea is the State Border of Georgia. Under
paragraphs (a) and (b) of article 24 of the Law of Georgia on the State Border ol Georgia
a person or a vehicle crossing or attempting to cross the state border of Georgia withoul
passtng through the border checkpoint or passing through the border checkpomt m
vieation ol the established crossing rules, as well ax a non-nulitory or a military ship of
forergn state that, while entermg in the territorial and mternal waters o Georgia, violates
the rules established under this Law shall be considered as a violator of the state border of

Greoraii.

International Maritime Organization
London, the UK.
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According to Decree 140 of the President of Georgia of 31 January 1996 and Decree 313
of the President of Georgia of 2 August 2004, the territorial sea of the Autonemous
Republic of Abkhasi, Georgia and the contiguous zone shall be closed for all kinds ol
maritime transporl, except the shipment of humanitarion cargos in compliance with the
established regulations,

In accordance with article 2 of the 1482 United Nanons Convention on the Law of the
Sea. the sovercignty of a coastal State. Georgia in the given case. extends beyond its kind
territory and imternal waters o an adpacent belt of sea, described as the wermtorial sea.

According to the Law ol Georgin on Occupicd Territories, in the Black Sea, termional
waters and internal waters on the segment of Abkhazia, Georgiie s considered s
occupied territory and shipping to Abkhasia, Georgia s prohibited unless permitted by
the Ceorgian central authorities.

Creorgia reserves the right 1o take all appropriate measures in order 1o prevent and punish
mfrmgement of the nattonal and internanional iw by vessels allegally shippig 1o
Abhhasna, Georgia

Greorgin requests the IMO to circulate this Note among the member states ensuring thal
the member states will undertake appropriate measures for the prevention of illegal
shipping 1o Abkhazia. Georgia.

(he Minstry of Foreign Affhirs of Georgia avails itself of this opportunity t renew 1o
the Internanonal Maritime Oreimization the assurance of its hghest consideranon.
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