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EXPLANATORY NOTES

General

1

Statistics on the number of vessel arrivals are rounded to
the nearest ten, while those on net register tonnage,
cargo and container throughput are rounded to the
nearest thousand. Owing to rounding, figures shown in
the tables may not add up to the respective totals.
However, percentage changes and percentage shares are
calculated from unrounded figures.

2. Unless otherwise specified, figures in brackets refer to
percentage changes over the same period in the
preceding year.

3. The meanings of some commonly  used
terms/abbreviations are listed below:

NRT = Net Register Tonnage
TEU = Twenty-foot Equivaent Unit

Vessel Statistics

Data Sources

4. Vessd arrival statistics are based on the declaration
forms submitted by shipping companies/agents to Marine
Department for declaring entry.

5. Starting from October 1999, information on the main

cargo handling location and main berthing location in
respect of ocean vessels are extracted from the trip
activity report kept in the Marine Department's Vessel
Traffic Management System.

Data Definitions

6.

Starting from 1993, ocean vessels and river vessels have
been redefined according to whether or not their ports of
call are beyond the river trade limits.

In accordance with the Shipping and Port Control
Ordinance, Cap. 313, Laws of Hong Kong, river vessels
refer to those travelling between Hong Kong and ports
that are within the river trade limits.

A vessel may berth at more than one locations after
entering into the Hong Kong waters boundary. If the
main reason of cal of the vessel is for
loading/discharging cargo, both the main cargo handling
location and the main berthing location will be the most
costly location, with Container Terminals ranking first,
followed by Berths and Wharves, Public Cargo Working
Areas, Buoys and Anchorages. If the main reason of
cal is not for loading/discharging cargo, the main
berthing location will be the onewith the longest stay.
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Data Limitations

The number of ocean passenger vessel arrival includes
pleasure vessels plying beyond the river trade limits.
However, as some of them do not report NRT data to
Marine Department, the NRT total for ocean passenger
vessels and ocean vessds as a whole may be
under-estimated to a certain extent.

Before 1999, river cargo vessel statistics included some
locally licensed pleasure vessels and fishing vessels
known to be plying within the river trade limits. Asthe
number is insignificant, river vessel statistics do not
include these categories of vessels as from 1999.

The figures on arrivals of river passenger vessels in fact
refer to the number of berthings at the Macau Ferry
Terminal and the China Ferry Terminal. As from the
reference month of September 2003, figures have
included the statistics for SkyPier.

The number of berthings may differ from the number of
arrivals because a ship may berth at more than one
locationsin asingle trip.

Container Throughput

Data Sources

13.

14.

Before 1998, statistics on container throughput handled
by ocean vessdls at Container Terminals were directly
obtained from the terminal operators, while those
handled at other locations were compiled based on the
General Declaration Forms submitted to Marine
Department. For statistics on container throughput by
river vessels, they were principally based on river cargo
manifests.

As from 1998, statistics on laden containers handled by
ocean vessels at Container Terminals are no longer
based on the operators' returns, but compiled by C&SD
based on cargo manifests instead.  All container
throughput statistics, except empty containers handled by
ocean vessels, are now compiled by C& SD.

Data Definitions

15.

A vessel may berth at more than one locations after
entering into the Hong Kong waters boundary. If the
main reason of cal of the vessel is for
loading/discharging cargo, both the main cargo handling
location and the main berthing location will be the most
costly location, with Container Terminals ranking first,
followed by Berths and Wharves, Public Cargo Working
Areas, Buoys and Anchorages. If the main reason of
cal is not for loading/discharging cargo, the main
berthing location will be the one with the longest stay.
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Cargo Throughput

Data Sources

16. Cargo dtatistics in respect of river trade used to be
compiled by the Hong Kong Port and Maritime Board.
As from 1998, both seaborne and river cargo statistics
are compiled by the Census and Statistics Department
(C&SD) based on a sample of consignments on cargo
manifests.

Statistics Section,
Planning, Development & Port Security Branch



