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Introduction

Portable engine-driven water pumps are widely used on board vessels for
pumping of oily bilges or dirty water. While in operation, the engine of the
pump should never be placed inside enclosed space, particularly if those spaces
are not adequately ventilated. The reason is that internal combustion engine
would consume oxygen and emit exhaust gases. In some occasion, carbon
monoxide that is highly poisonous might also be generated due to incomplete
combustion. When workers enter into that space for refueling or checking of
water level etc., they might lose consciousness or die due to oxygen deficiency or
inhaling of toxic gases.

It is anticipated that the industry would learn from the following fatal
accident case, and never ever again operate engine-driven pump in confined
space or poorly ventilated compartment.
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