
 

Briefing session of  
 

“Verification of Container Mass” 
(The new requirement) 

Marine Industrial Safety Section 
Marine Department 

April-May, 2016 



Origin of the new requirement 

 In November 2014, the Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) of 
International Maritime Organization (IMO) officially adopted 
the “Guidelines Regarding the Verified Gross Mass of a 
Container Carrying Cargo” submitted by a working group 
under the committee.  

 

 In July 2016, the guideline to be in force in all member states. 

 

 《Merchant Shipping (Safety)(Carriage of Cargo) Regulation》
(Cap. 369AV) Section 3 – “Cargo information to be furnished 
before loading” 
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《Merchant Shipping (Safety)(Carriage of Cargo) Regulation》 
(Cap. 369AV), Section 3  

 

Sub-section (1): 

o A master or owner of a ship, or person assigned…to take charge of 
loading cargoes on the ship shall not accept for carriage…any cargo 
unless the shipper of the cargo has, before the cargo is accepted, 
furnished such master, owner or person with information on the cargo 
… 

 

Sub-section (3): 

◦ Information on cargoes referred to in sub-section (1) shall be- 

(b) (ii) the gross mass of the cargo or, where the cargo is carried in 
cargo units; the gross mass of such cargo units 
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 Shipper  

in relation to a cargo, means a person named in a bill 
of lading, sea waybill or an equivalent multimodal 
transport document as the shipper of the cargo and/or 
who (or in whose name or on whose behalf) has 
concluded a contract of carriage with a shipping 
company; 
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Guideline to assist compliance to  
the new requirement 

 Making reference to the IMO’s guideline, Hong 
Kong Marine Department issued a “Guidelines on the 
Verification of Gross Mass of a Container with Cargo 
Packed in Hong Kong” to assist the industry to 
comply with the new requirement. The guideline is 
available at the website of Marine Department. 
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Aim of new requirement 

1) Reduce loss of containers 
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2) Improve safety of work personnel, vessel and equipment 
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Applicability 

 

 The guideline (“Guidelines on Verification of Gross 

Mass of a Container with Cargo Packed in Hong 

Kong”) apply to all containers to which the CSC 

(Convention of Safety Containers) applies, and which 

are to be stowed onto a ship to be subject to SOLAS 

Chapter VI. 
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Core principle 

 Shipper is responsible to obtain and record the 
verified gross mass of packed container in 
documentary format.  
 

 Shipper shall submit the shipping document with 
verified gross mass to the Carrier and the Terminal 
(via carrier) for the purpose of formulation of 
stowage plan at the earliest.  
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Methods to verify the gross mass 
of packed containers 

Method 1:  

 Direct weighing 

 

Method 2: 

 Accumulation of weights 
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Method 1 
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• Weighing the packed container with various weighing facilities. 
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The weighing facilities approved by Marine 
Department have to be used. The list of approved 
weighing facilities is available at the website of 
Marine Department.  
 
Report of  the annual calibration has to be 
submitted to Marine Department.  

 
(The procedure to apply for approved weighing facility is 
available in the website of Marine Department.) 
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Method 2 
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• Basing on the procedure approved by Marine Department, weighing all 
packages and cargo items, including pallets, dunnage and other securing 
material to be packed in the container and adding the tare mass of the 
container to obtain the sum of all single masses.   

Dunnage 

Pallet 

Cargo 
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Declaration 

Shipper shall declare the verified gross mass in the 
shipping document. The declaration may be submitted as 
1. a part of the shipping instruction; or  
2. an independent proof document.  
 
The declaration shall be signed by the shipper’s 
authorized person. The signature may be in the form of 
electronic. 
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Transmission of Information 

 Shipper shall submit the shipping document with verified gross 
mass used in the ship stowage plan sufficiently in advance to the 
carrier and the terminal (via carrier) by means of Electronic Data 
Interchange (EDI) or Electronic Data Processing (EDP) 
transmission or paper copy for the purpose of formulation of 
stowage plan.   
 

 When the packed container reaches the terminal’s facilities, carrier 
shall inform the terminal the verified gross mass figure. 
 

 If the shipper cannot provide the verified gross mass information 
upon a container’s arrival at the terminal, that container shall not 
be loaded onboard until verification of container mass is 
completed.  

22 



23 

 

Shipper  
 

Carrier 
(Shipping Line) 

Terminal  
(Person assigned to 

take charge of loading 
of cargo) 

Verified 
Gross Mass 

Filing of 
verification 

record/proof 

Declaration 



• Transshipment container with declared 

verified gross mass does not require to 

re-verify its mass through weighing 

and re-declare subsequently.  
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Transshipment containers 



 VGM≦10 MT：   +/- 0.5 MT 

 VGM＞10 MT：   +/- 5% 

 
 The VGM figures obtained from MD’s 

approved weighing equipment prevails.  
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Deviation in Gross Mass Figures 



Registration of Method 2 user 
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 Shipper provides 
 

1. Business Registration Certificate (copy) 
2. The procedure of Method 2 application 

(for vetting) 
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 If the submission is found in order, MD shall issue a 
confirmation of registration together with the 
registration number to the shipper.  

 
 

 MD has the right to inspect and witness shipper’s 
conduct of the procedure before granting the 
registration.   
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Which Method 2 user needs to register 

 Scenario 1: 
 

 Shipper - Hong Kong registered company 

 Container - Packed and sealed in Hong Kong 

 Method 2 - Procedure approved by MD 

 Registration - Yes 

 Declaration - Required format of Hong Kong  
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Which Method 2 user needs to register 

 Scenario 2: 
   (Land transport) 
 

 Shipper - Hong Kong registered company 

 Container - Packed and sealed in Mainland China 
 Method 2 - Adhere to the requirement of Mainland 

China 

 Registration - Yes 

 Declaration - Required format of Hong Kong  
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Which Method 2 user needs to register 

 Scenario 3: 
   (Land transport) 

 

 Shipper - Non-HK registered company 

 Container - Packed and sealed in Mainland China 

 Method 2 - Adhere to the requirement of Mainland 
China  

 Registration - No 

 Declaration - Required format of Mainland China
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Which Method 2 user needs to register 

 Scenario 4: 
    

 Shipper - Non-HK registered company 

 Container - Packed and sealed in Hong Kong 

 Method 2 - Procedure approved by MD 

 Registration - Yes 

 Declaration - Requirement format of Hong Kong
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Content of Declaration 

 Shipper’s declaration: the gross mass of the packed 
container declared in the shipping document was 
obtained in accordance with Method 1 stipulated in 
SOLAS Chapter VI Regulation 2. 
 

 Shipper’s declaration: the gross mass of packed 
container declared in the shipping document was 
obtained in accordance with Method 2 stipulated in 
SOLAS Chapter VI Regulation 2. The procedure of 
this method has been approved or recognized by MD 
with registration number “GMV012345678”. 
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Signing of Declaration 

 Shipper’s authorized  
 

- staff 
- representative (agent) 

 
 Keeping of authorization document 

for inspection 
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Supervision of the execution of guideline 

Marine Department may exercise the power to   

(1) Enter the companies to check the documents or records 

confirming their compliance with either Method 1 or 

Method 2; and 

(2) Weigh packed container by making use of weighing 

equipment if necessary. 
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 Enquiry: 

 Email – miss@mardep.gov.hk 

 Telephone -  2852 4477   

  2852 4474 (Wong) 
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Thank you 



M e r c h a n t  S h i p p i n g  ( S a f e t y ) ( C a r r i a g e  o f  C a r g o e s )  R e g u l a t i o n s  

( C a p . 3 6 9 A V )  

S e c t i o n  3 A  ( A m e n d m e n t )  
 
 
 

N e w  R e q u i r e m e n t s :  
 
 
 

1 . S p e c i f i e d  P e r s o n  m u s t  v e r i f y  t h e  g r o s s  m a s s  o f  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r  （ t w o  m e t h o d s）；  

2 . S p e c i f i e d  P e r s o n  m u s t  e n s u r e  v e r i f y  g r o s s  m a s s  i s  s t a t e d  

i n  t h e  s h i p p i n g  d o c u m e n t；  

3 . S h i p  M a s t e r  a n d  t e r m i n a l  o p e r a t o r  m u s t  n o t  l o a d  a  

c o n t a i n e r  o n  b o a r d  w i t h o u t  o b t a i n i n g  v e r i f i e d  g r o s s  m a s s .  
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N e w  R e q u i r e m e n t  1：  
Ve r i f y i n g  t h e  g r o s s  m a s s  o f  c o n t a i n e r  

 

Tw o  m e t h o d s：  
1 . We i g h i n g  t h e  w h o l e  c o n t a i n e r  u s i n g  a n  a c c e p t e d  

w e i g h i n g  e q u i p m e n t ;  o r  
2 . A d d i n g  t h e  w e i g h t s  o f  c a r g o e s  a n d  o t h e r s  u s i n g  a n  

a p p r o v e d  m e t h o d .  
 
Wi t h  b o t h  a b o v e  m e t h o d s ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s  
c o u l d  “ a c c e p t ”  a n d  “ a p p r o v e ” :  
1 . c o m p e t e n t  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  p l a c e  a t  w h i c h  t h e  p a c k i n g  

o f  t h e  c o n t a i n e r  w a s  c o m p l e t e d ;  o r  
2 . H o n g  K o n g  M a r i n e  D e p a r t m e n t  
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N e w  R e q u i r e m e n t  2：  
S t a t i n g  t h e  v e r i f i e d  g r o s s  m a s s  i n  s h i p p i n g  d o c u m e n t  
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R e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  s h i p p i n g  d o c u m e n t：  
 
1 . S i g n e d  b y  t h e  s p e c i f i e d  p e r s o n  ( o r  s o m e o n e  

a u t h o r i z e d  b y  h i m )  ; a n d  
2 . d e l i v e r  a  c o p y  i n  a d v a n c e  t o  t h e  m a s t e r  o f  t h e  

s h i p  o r  t h e  m a s t e r ’s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a n d  t h e  
t e r m i n a l  o p e r a t o r  f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s h i p ’s  
s t o w a g e  p l a n .  



N e w  R e q u i r e m e n t  3：  
N o  c o n t a i n e r  t o  b e  l o a d e d  o n  b o a r d  w i t h o u t  

v e r i f i e d  g r o s s  m a s s  
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C o n d i t i o n s  f o r  l o a d i n g :  
 
 
1 . Ve r i f i e d  g r o s s  m a s s  i s  

s t a t e d  i n  t h e  s h i p p i n g  
d o c u m e n t ;  o r  

2 . S h i p  M a s t e r  a n d  t e r m i n a l  
o p e r a t o r  o b t a i n  v e r i f i e d  
g r o s s  m a s s  ( b y  o t h e r  
m e a n s ) .  



E n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  n e w  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
 

H o n g  K o n g  M a r i n e  D e p a r t m e n t：  
1 . To  s p e c i f y  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  s t a n d a r d s  o r  

a d d i t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  b y  n o t i c e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  
G a z e t t e .  ( e . g .  d e t a i l s  f o r  “ a c c e p t a n c e ”  a n d  
“ a p p r o v a l ” )  

2 . To  i n s p e c t  c o m p a n y  f o r  c o m p l i a n c e s ;  
3 . To  c h e c k  c o n t a i n e r  w e i g h t  w h e n  d e e m e d  n e c e s s a r y.  
 

O f f e n c e：  

S a m e  o f f e n c e  a n d  p e n a l t y  

a s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  
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Thank You 
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