MARINE DEPARTMENT NOTICE NO. 77 OF 1999

DISPOSAL OF QUT-OF-DATE MARINE PYROTECHNICS (DISTRESS SIGNALS)

This notice updates the Marine Department Notices No. 34 and 34A of
1991 issued on 19 March 1991 regarding the disposal of out-of-date pyrotechnics.

2. For ecological and safety reasons, out-of-date pyrotechnics must be disposed
of ashore by one of the following means:

(a)  returning them to the supplier, directly or via their local representative;

(b)  requesting a liferaft service station in Hong Kong or overseas to accept any of the
ship’s out-of-date pyrotechnics when liferafts are being sent ashore for servicing;

(c) in foreign countries by contacting the local Coastguard or Police for information
on local arrangements.

3. In Hong Kong, there are three approved liferaft service stations and one
supplier who accept expired pyrotechnics from ships and dispose of them through the

Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Bureau of the Hong Kong Police Force.

4. Shipping companies/agents requiring such service are requested to contact
any one of the following liferaft service stations/suppliers: ’

Approved liferaft service stations

Dong An Marine Safety Equipment Trading Ltd; Tel: 2408 6930 Fax: 2419 2207
Honour Marine Safety Equipment Company; Tel: 28198417 Fax: 2819 8443
Seatac Marine Company; and Tel: 2422 3666 Fax: 2422 5265

Supplier of pyrotechnics

Dragon Dynasty International Ltd. Tel: 24137269 Fax: 24137193



5. The firing of distress signals in any situation other than distress is an
offence under the Shipping and Port Control Ordinance in Hong Kong. Expired
pyrotechnics must not be used at sea for tests or practice purposes or used on land as
fireworks, and should be landed ashore as soon as possible after their date of expiry.

6. The disposal of out-of-date marine pyrotechnics (distress signals) not in

accordance with paragraph 2 may constitute an offence under the Dangerous Goods
Ordinance in Hong Kong.

7. This notice supersedes Marine Department Notices No.34 and 34A of 1991.
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