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MARINE DEPARTMENT NOTICE NO. 74 OF 2003 
(Navigational and Seamanship Safety Practices) 

 
 

Notice to Owners, Operators and Persons-in-charge 
of Locally Licensed Vessels – Precautions to be taken before entering 

tanks and other enclosed spaces  
 
 

The Accident 

 

1.  On 6 August 2002 two workers died from lack of oxygen as a result of 

entering a buoyancy tank on a locally licensed hopper barge.  On investigation it was 

found that safety measures had not been taken for entering the buoyancy tank which 

had been closed for some time.   

 

 

Lesson learnt 

 

2.  Entering a tank or an enclosed space without first taking the precaution of 

thorough ventilation and atmospheric test is extremely dangerous.  There is no 

guarantee that the atmosphere inside the tank would still be life supporting after being 

closed for a long period and no person should be allowed to enter such a space 

without first ensuring that adequate oxygen is present.   

 
3.  Owners, operators and Persons- in charge of locally licensed vessels are 

re minded to take note of the attached Marine Department Notice No. 115A of 1992 in 

relation to the precautions to be taken before entering tanks and other enclosed spaces 

and to adopt appropriate safety measures before making their entry.  
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