
MARINE DEPARTMENT NOTICE NO.2 OF 2001 
 

Safety of Navigation 
 

Notice to Owners, Masters and Crew Members 
of All Vessels 

 
 Recently two collision cases involving high speed craft and smaller 
vessels occurred in Hong Kong harbour where the view of the approaching 
vessels was obscured by anchored vessels or other intervening 
obstructions. If the advice given in Sections 2 and 5 of the pamphlet 
"Safety of Navigation of Small Craft" issued by the Marine Department 
had been followed, these accidents would have been avoided. A copy of 
the pamphlet is reproduced at Annex 1 for easy reference. 
 
2. The causes of collision were attributed to the failure of the vessels 
to maintain proper look-out and safe speed appropriate to the prevailing 
circumstances and conditions; and failure to obtain early warning of risk 
of collision and to take appropriate action to avoid the collision.  
 
3. Seafarers are reminded to follow the advice on principles of safe 
navigation given in very simple terms in the "Safety of Navigation of 
Small Craft" at Annex 1 in order to prevent accidents which had 
continued to occur from failure to follow this advice. The advice given in 
Annex 1 is applicable to all ships of whatever size. 
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